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Taliban recapture 
Bamiyan 

* ■ 

KABUL (AFP) - The Taliban mili- 
tia Sunday recaptured Uie central Af- 
ghan city of Bamiyan tom the oppo- 
sition nordiem alliance, Taliban Infor- 
mation Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi 
said. 

'Bamiyan was recaptured today af- 
ter the opmtion began fit»n two sides, ' 
to the north and south of the city,' he * 
told AFP. • V ■ • 

The hardline Islunic militia had lost 
the city to the Hezbri-Wahdat faction 
of th^ anti-Taliban northern alliance 
amid a reported uprising on April 21. 

Pamiyan, a.stronghold of mainly 
Shia Muslims, was earlier seized by 
the Taliban militia in September last 
year.. * 

Muttaqi said the militia troops en- 
tered Bamiyan from the north *as a 
result of a coordmated attack by the 
Tidiban soldiers and local people of 
Saighan and Kahmard.* 

He said the Taliban also captured 
Haji Gak pass in the southern flank. 

The attack was mounted early Sun- 
day at 4 am, he said, adding 'resist- 
ance was very minimal.' 

*The enemy soldiers are only in Yak- 
wlang,' a town located 50 kilometers 
west of Bamiyan, Muttaqi said. 

An official of the Hezb-i-Wahdat fac- 
tion said *we have no report.' 
*Maybe it is wrong.' 
However, he said there was fighting 
on the western side of the city. 

The Pakistan-based Afghan Islamic 
Press later said dozens of Wahdat sol- 
diers were killed in the fighting, >yhile 
at least 50 people had been taken pris- 
oner. 

The state of 'lawlessness prevailing 
in Bamiyan for the past many days has 
come to an end,' a Taliban Official was 
quoted as telling the private news serv- 
ice. 

Bamiyan, famous for ttie world's larg- 
est Buddhist statues, is considered the 
main centre of the ethnic Hazara com- 
munity opposed to the Taliban. 

The nulitia earlier said heavy fight- 
ing was contuiuing in northern Kunduz 
province and around the strategically 
important Salang Ibnnel. 

'An offensive from Bangi (Kunduz) 
was repulsed. Some of the enemy per- 
sonnel including commanders were 
killed or captured/ the militia said in 
an official Radio Shariat broadcast. 

The statement followed claims by the 
opposition alliance that it had cap- 
tured Dawre Khanabad and a power 
plant at Band-i-Barq in the same prov- 
ince. "^^ . 

Khanabad is a district which links 
Kunduz to Takhar and the provin- 
cial capital of Taloqan, where the 
alliance holds an extensive support 
network. 

Independent sources have confimjed 
heavy Taliban aerial bombardments in 
thearea^^ 




regain 




KABUL: The TaUban militia Sunday 
recaptured the central A^E^ city of 
Bandyan from the oppoi^iion north- 
em alUance, Taliban Information 
Mmister Amir Khan Muttaqi said. 
''Bamiyan was recaptured today after 
the operatkm began frm two sides to 
the north and south of the city,** he 
toldAFE 

The 'Biliban had tost the dty to the 
pro-Iranian Hezb-i-l^dat fraction of 
the anti-Taliban northern alliance 
amid a reported uprising on ^ril 2 1. 

Bamiyan, a stron^idd of tl^ Shia 
communily, was earlier seized the 
Taliban in September last year. Mut- 
taqi said the militia troops entered 
Bamiyan fit)m the north ''as a result 
of a co(»rdinated attack by the Taliban 
soldiers and local people of Saighap 
and Kahmard." He said the Taliban 
also captured Hi^ Gak Pass in the 
southern flank. The attack was 
mounted eariy Sunday at 4:00 am, he 
said, adding "resistance was veiy min- 
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The Radio Shariat broadcast made ho 
mention of a Taliban counter offensive 
at Bamiyan. It said Taliban troops had 
clashed with the alliance north of the 
Salang Tunnel, a vital supply route 
through the Hindu Kush mquntain 
range, linking north and south Afghan- 
istan* 

'From Andarob and northern Salang, 
the enemy launched an attack which 
was repulsed. Five enemy personnel 
were killed and three were wounded,' 
the militia broadcast said. 

The Taliban control about 75 percent 
of Afghanistan, mcluding the capital, 
Kabul. 



imal". '*nie eneiny sddieis are only in 
Yakwiang," a town located 50 kitome- 
tres west of Bamiyan, Muttaqi said. 

Independent confirmation of the~ 
Taliban daim was not immediately 
available. An official of the Hezb-i- 
Wahdat faction said 'Ve have no re- 
port". "May be it is wrong." However, 
he said there was fighting on the 
western i^de of the dty. 

The Afghan Islamic Pre^ later 
said dozens of Wahdat sddi^were 
killed in the fighting, while at 1^ 50 
had been taken prisonec The «tate of 
"kradessness prevailing^ in Baniib™ 
for the past numy daya;)ias conie to 
an end,v ailUiban official was^i^^ 
as US^ii^pdyBbe news s»l^. 

Baro^faii^:£Eunous for the world's 
largest Buddhist statues, is consid- 
ered the main centre of the ethnic 
Hazara community opposed to the 
Taliban. The militia eaiiier said heavy 
fighting was continuing ia northern 
Kunduz province and around the 
strategical^ important Salaiig Tm- 
nel "An offensive from Bangi (Kun- 
duz) was repulsed. Some of the 
enemy personnel including com- 
ntanders were killed or captured," 
the militia said in an official Radio 
Shariat broadcast. 

The statement followed claims 
by the opposition alliance that it 
Imd captured Dawre Khanabad and 
a power plant at Band-i-Barq in the 
same province. Khanabad district 
links Kunduz to Takhar and the 
provincial capital of Taloqan, where 
the alliance holds an extensive sup- 
port network. 

Independent sources have con- 
firmed heavy Taliban aerial bom- 
bardments in the area. The Radio 
Shariat broadcast made no mention 
of a Taliban counter offensive at 
Bamiyan. It said Taliban troops had 
clashed with the alliance north of 
the Salang Tunnel, a vital supply 
route through the Hindu Kush 
mountidn range, linking ne&rth and 
south Afghani^an. 

"From Andrab and northern 
Salang, the enemy launched an at- 
tack which was repulsed. Five 
enemy personnel were killed and 
three were wounded," the broadcast 
said.— AFP 
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Fighting around 
Bamiyan continues 



KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's 
warring sides kept up fighting in 
the mountains of Hazarajat on 
Monday as independent sources 
confirmed the ruling Taliban had 
recap^red Bamiyan city. 

One western source said the 
militia had entered the central 
Afghan city around noon Sunday 
and forced the Hezb-i-Wahdat fac- 
tion of the Northern Alliance to re- 
treat into the surrounding moun- 
tains. 

"The Taliban control the city," 
he told AFP. 

A Tdiban victory at Bamiyan. in 
the heartland of the ethnic Hazaras, 
defied most expectations after 
Hezb-i-Wahdat troops pushed the 
militia out of the city on April 21 . 

"Most people expected the 
Hezb-i-Wahdat to hold Bamiyan. 
After all it's their home town but 
the Taliban are back in there and 
the situation has completely 
changed again," the western 
sources smd. 

Unril April 21 the Taliban had 
maintained an eight-month occupa- 
tion of Bamiyan, which was aided 
by some local commanders who 
sided with the Taliban and then 
switched back to the alliance in late 
March. 

The alliance has said little about 
Bamiyan but spokesman Abdullah 
(eds: one name) told AFP heavy 
fighting continued Monday morn- 



ing in the mountains around the 
city. 

He said the situation in Bamiyan 
remained unchanged since Sunday 
afternoon and added: "There has 
been no counter offensive but there 
arc clashes in the mountains". 

Outside the central provinces, 
recent fighting has been focussed 
in the northern province of Kunduz 
and around the strategically impor- 
, tant Salang tunnel, that links north 
and south Afghainstan. 

Both sides have claimed gains. 

The Taliban say they have held 
Bangi in Kunduz while the alliance 
claims to have secured districts 
around Khanabad which links 
Kunduz to Takhar province, where 
the alliance hold an extensive sup- 
port network. 

Independent sources have co^^n- 
firmed heavy Taliban aerial bom- 
bardments in the area, particularly 
in Taloqan the provincial cpital of 
Takhar. 

Air traffic at Kabul airport has 
been heavy. 

No mention was made on the of- 
ficial broadcaster Radio Shariat 
when the city fell to the Hezb-i- 
WaMat or when it was rc-taken al- 
most three weeks later. But Taliban 
Information Minister Mulla Amir 
Khan Muttaqi said Sunday that 
Bamiyan was recaptured in a two- i 
pronged operation from the north 
and south of the city. 



Afghan opposition shoots 
down Taliban plane 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) - A se- 
nior military commander of the 
Afghan opposition Thursday 
claimed that the alliance forces 
had shot down a Taliban plane 
near the central city of Bamiyan. 

"In a major blow to the 
Taliban forces, alliance anti-air- 
craft units were successful in 
shooting down a Taliban cargo 
plane in the vicinity of Bamiyan 
city." General Sayed Husain 
Anwari. Chief Military 
Commander, Harrakat-i-Islami 
said. 

Genera] Anwari told this agen- 
cy from the northern province of 
Kunduz that more than 30 
Taliban soldiers were killed in 
the battles and 20 were captured, 
currently held as POWs in 
Bamiyan. 

FRONTIER POST 



He said on late Tuesday after- 
noon, the alliance forces foiled a 
major Taliban offensive to the 
south of the city, in Haidarabad. 
adjacent to Bamiyan Airport, to 
inflicting heavy loss on the ri- 
vals. 

The general said that troops 
loyal to the alliance had success- 
fully repulsed a major Taliban of- 
fensive in Chapchal. Samangan, 
border with Balkh. 

Reports from alliance field 
commanders have confirmed that 
six Taliban soldiers were killed 
in this offensive while two have 
been made POWs. Additionally, 
the alliance troops have captured 
a number of military vehicles (in- 
cluding a Kamaz truck), rocket 
launchers and a substantial 
amount of ammunition. 
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Taliban attack 
Masood's 
forces in 
Laghman 

ISLAMABAD, May 14: Several 
people were kiUed in a fresh out- 
break of flirting between Taliban 
and forces loyal to opposition com- 
mander Ahmed Shah Masood in 
northern Laghman province, the 
Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) agency 
reported on Friday. 

The Taliban mounted a counter- 
offensive on Friday morning 
against an overnight attack by 
Masood in the province's 
Daulatshah area, the AIP said. 

It said two Taliban fighters were 
killed while the oin;>osition lost sev- 
eral soldiers. V 

the PeshaWar-based private 
news service said fighting was con- 
tinuing in Laghman as the Taliban 
sent in Jresh fighters from 
Jalalabad. 

Renewed fighting in northern 
and central Afghanistan has bro- 
ken out in recent weeks, with the 
ruling militia retaking Bamiyan 
province and the city of the same 
name from the Hizb-i-Wahdat. 

The AIP said Yakawlang district 
of the province was still under the 
control of the opposition.— dpa 



Afghan Opposition 
claims control over 
Bamiyan airport 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - Afghan Op- 
position on. Tuesday rejected the Tali- 
ban claim that they have taken full con- 
trol of the central Bamiy^ province and 
said the Opposition foi^es still control 
the south of Bamiyan city^ including the 
Airport, an Opposition Commander 
said on Tuesday. 

NATION 
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Villagers flee as Taliban 
take over Yakoulang 



KABUL: Villages throughout central 
Bamiyan province were deserted as 
the l^iban troops swept through 
the area recapturing territory from 
the northern-based opposition al- 
liance, eyewitnesses said Saturday. 

On Saturday the Taliban said 
they captured the strategic Yak- 
oulang area, some 60 kilometres 
west of the provincial capital of 
Bamiyan. By the time the Taliban 
fought their way into Yakoulang it 
was completely deserted, they said. 
A few days earlier when they took 
the provincial capital they said it 
too was like a ghost town. Taliban 
soldiers in the area accused the op- 
position Hezb-e-Wahadat of order- 



ing villagers out of the area and 
sending them into hiding in the 
moimtains. 

According to an opposition 
spokesman ^^bduUah, there were re- 
ports of heavy fighting in Yakoulang 
area, but he didn't know whether 
the Taliban had taken the area. 
Bamiyan, which is famous because 
of the world's tallest standing statue 
of Bhuddha located there, has been 
a fiercely fought over region. The 
Taliban lost the a]^ea to the opposi- 
tion last month, but then retook it 
in recent days. For the opposition it 
is a strategic area because it is one 
of the few regions in Afghanistan 
that is dominated by the country's 



minority Shia Muslims, who belong 
to the opposition alliance. 

Tediban soldiers at the firontline 
near Bamiyan said they are prepar- 
ing for a heavy counter offeiisive by 
the opposition. They said they 
didn't loiow y^ether people fied to 
the hills because they were afraid of 
advancing Taliban or whether the 
opposition forced them out of their 
homes and were preparing to use 
them in counter offensive. 

Attempts by the United Nations 
to broker a^ peace agreement in 
Afghanistan have largely failed. Nei- 
ther side appears ready to make any 
major concession toward peace 
witti boUi sides heavily armed. — AP 
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No atrocities 
in Bamiyan, claims eyewitness 



PESHAWAR (NNI) - Taliban 
have committed no atrocities in the 
Bamiyan after they re-took this 
central Afghan town on May 9, 
said a journalist working for a 
London-based television network 
on his return from Bamiyan on 
Thursday. 

Kamal Hyder, Pakistan-based 
Coordinator of the Independent 
Television News London told NNI 
that just days after the Taliban 
Takeover of Bamiyan he visited the 
dty and at no point was he pw^event- 
ed from seeing or investigating any 
evidence of any atrocities of ex- 
cesses committed by the Tsiliban. 

"I travelled by road to Bamiyan 
and all along the way I saw normal 
activities. People went about their 
daily chores," Hyder said. He said 
that there is not iota of truth of 
some Afghan news agencies based 
in Pakistan and opposition sources 



in Afghanistan reports that the 
'Ddiban had conducted massive hu- 
man rights violations. 

He confirmed that Bamiyan city 
was vacated by the opposition 
hours before the Tdiban recaptured 
that city, however, there was no ev- 
idence to suggest that over 200 
houses had been burnt. "Anyone 
who has been Bamiyan city will tell 
you that the entire cjty does not 
have half the number of houses in 
the city," he said. All road traffic 
from Mazaar to Kabul plied an usu- 
al without any fear while nomadic 
tribes too continued to use this 
route. He said that during his visit 
to Bamiyan, which involved driv- 
ing at night through an area notori- 
ous for banditry, he did not find any 
atrocities committed by the 
Taliban. "On the contrary, I found 
the bazaars of all the small towns 
from Haji Gak Pass to Bamiyan 



city functioning normally and peo- 
ple went about their daily chores," 
the journalist said. 

Hyder said the Taliban have re- 
stored law and order in an area infa- 
mous for ruthless barbarism against 
travellers and nomadic kouchi 
tribes. **The object of my travel at 
night on my return journey from 
Bamiyan city to Maidaan sheher 
was to prove that the province is un- 
der control and completely safe for 
travellers," he added. He said 
Bamiyan city gave a deserted look, 
primarily because of the fear of 
reprisals by the Taliban that the lo- 
cal promotion of this city left before 
the Taliban entered the city. *The 
Taliban contrary, to expectations, 
would not conduct any massacre 
that would isolate them further 
Rumours to this effect only spread 
hatred and creates stereo-typing the 
Taliban as the ruthless force". 
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Iraniaii-backed plot 
to attack Herat fofled, 





ISLAMABAD: Afghanistan s ruling 
Taliban militia said Friday it had 
crushed att Iranian-backed plot to 
create turraoii estern 
stronghold of Herat, kUling feight op- 

Other sources said a clampdown 
had left dozens more dead. But an 
Afghan Shiite party, the Harakat-e- 
Islami, accused the Taliban of carry- 
ing out a "systematic purge of 
Herat's Stta MusBms, Wiling 25 and 
injuring 75 others after sealmg the 
border with Iran on Wednesday. 

Taliban IflfOrtaatlon Minister 
Mulla Amir Khan Muttaqi spoke of 
the alleged plot to the Pakistaii- 
based information ageney, «t« 
Afghan Islamic Press (AIP). 

"We knew about tjie Iran-sup- 
ported conspiracy 
suppressed it successfuUjf ^ 
«Boted Muttaqi as saying. ■ _ 

The bodies of several of those 
killed were hung up in the city of 
. lierat as a warning, Muttaqi told Mi". 
The Taliban captured Herat 
province, which borders Iran, in Au- 
gust 1 996 shortly before th^ over- 
ran the Afghan capital. 

Muttaqi said the Taliban struck 

whUe arms were being distributed in 
the suburbs of Herat city to prepare 

for a raid oh key t^iiiW^ ™ 

Eight "conspirators" were killed 
aadW arrested to the attack 
la^^d on Tuesday and 130 
weapons seized, he said. _^ 
AIP, quoting other unidentified 
* sources, said the Taliban had 
launched a clean-up operation in 
Herat foUowing the attack, smm^ 



^^it said five Tallfe soldiers and 
g©me i©"0^r people were killed in 
clashes during the search and 
people had been arrested over the 
past two dagra^ l^e news service smd 
the plotters planned to attack the 
Governor's House in Herat and 
other key instalM^* ^^^^ 
police headquarters and » 

Harakat-e-Isiami Commander 
General Sayed Hussain Anwari, in a 
statement sent here from inside 
Afghanistan, said many people had 
been arrested in Herat and trans- 
ported to unknown destinations. 

"House-to-house searches are 



continuing in Herat,". Anwari said,^ 
adding 25 Shias had been killed and 
75 iiyured in the city so far. The 
Harakat commander Maa the Tal-f 
iban had "heavily mined^ th6 bord^ 

with Iran. . ^* 

Muttaqi renewed allegations oi 
Iranian interference in Afghanistan, 
saying "the conspiracy to create un^ 
rest in Herat was backed by them. 

"Iran should kop interference 
and try to promote a relationship o| 
mutual trust and respect with the 
Taliban," he said. ■. -jf 
Early last week the Taliban ac- 
cused Iran of militarily intruding 
into western Afghan provinces an| 
lodged a protest. -., 
The protest note, handed to Irar 
nian diplomats in Pakistan, allegeji? 
that Iranian troops intruded mtp 
F^rah and Herat provinces on 
Thursday and carried (Hit operattei^ 
against civilians. ' ^ . ? 

There was no independent con- 
firmation of the IWlfean'eiaifa m 
Iran denied it as "baseless." : 
An Interior Ministry official in 
Tehran said Iranian forces were s^- 
iOfied in the eastern regions of the 
country and they "only intervene to 
pursue and arrest bandits and dru|- 
&g^#eM i^tepi^ng toi® ifao^ 

territory." . , 

MeanwhUe, Afghanistan s North- 
ern Alliante «n Wlday staged new 
rocket strikes on Kabul as Amnesty 
International announced it was ii|- 
vestigating an alleged massacre, j 
Residents said another three 
rockets were fired on the Afghairi 
capital on Friday morning, from po- 
rtions held by the alliance to the 
iisrth of Kabul. 

There were n<i iinmefflw* rep«¥i^ 

■ df casualties. ' 
About 20 rockets have struck 
Kabul since early Thursday, killii« 
' l^^l^^e person and leaving sev- 
eral injured. Most of the missil^, 
understood to be Russian-made BM- 
21s, landed near Kabul Airport from 
where the alliance says the ruhng 
TaUban has been launching aerig 
; ^mbardments mmm^ 
Mghanistan. . , 

Amnesty International said, 
meanwhile, it #*s t^estigating 
claims by the alliance that hun- 
dreds of civilian families" were mas- 
sacred in the central Afghan f 
Bamiyan.— AFP 



Taliban launch 
attack to r^apture 
key valley 

KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's Tali- 
ban militia Saturday launched an attack 
to eject supporters of the rival North- 
em Alliance from the strategic valley 
of Dare Soof in the northern province 
of Samangan, the opposition said. 

General Sayed Husain Anwari, a sen- 
ior opposition commander, said the al- 
liance supporters repulsed the attack 
which was backed by heavy artillery , 
and aerial bombardment. 

'AltliB3*i^ fighting continues in the 
valley, enemy troops have failed to ad- | 
vance towards die JiUiance strongholds,* i 
Anwari told AFP by satellite ixHt^^ime '' 
from inside Afghanistan. 

Parts of the long and narrow vaHey, 
which sits on an alternative highway 
linking the Taliban-held Bamiyan with 
their northern stronghold of Rfil^rfi^ 
Sharif, have changed hands' ' 
tin^ in the past month. 

A Taliban conaffieat or ffii i . 
ent confirmation of the opposition claim 
was not immediately available. 

irtie 'Mto reo^toied Bamiyan in 
central Afghanistan on May 9 about 
three weeks after the^ lost it to the op- 
position troops. 

The capture of Bamiyan has not reo- 
pened the Taliban northern supply route 
which goes diroB^ central regions to 
the north through Dare Shdkari valley, 
according to travellers. 

Travellers tiii* Bamiyan city was 
tense and almost of its ethnic 
Hazara residents. 

Anwari said Northern Alliance sol- 
diers Saturday attacked the Taliban po- 
sitions in Hasht Lez and Chahar Nau- 
rak dlstrtcts of Samangan. 

The Taliban control about 80 per cent 
of Afghanistan and are fighting the al- 
liance groups headed by ex-defence 
minister Ahmad Shah Masood. The rul- 
ing militia has recently heightened pres- 
siH« <m Masood by bombarding his bas- 
jp%;t^ a0rtherB province of Pawan. 
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Taliban foils bid 
to capture Herat 

Opposition claims Sliiites massacre 

* * . t nrv.i:Uort 



By AIMAL KHAN 
PESHAWAR - Afghanistan's 
Taliban rulers Friday claimed that 
they had foiled an Iran-backed plot 
to capture the strategic Herat city 
and had killed 50 opposition infil- 
trators besides rounding up hun- 
dreds others during an operation. 

"Eight of the opposition mem- 
bers were publicly hanged in Herat 
on TYiesday last " Afghan sources 
revealed here, saying that the oper- 
ation was carried out a few days 
back 

The sources quoted senior 
Taliban officials as claiming that 
the student militia had received re- 
ports from its intelligence appara- 
tus that the opposition was dis- 
tributing Iran-made arms and mon- 
ey among its supporters and sym- 
pathisers through scores of its 
agents who had infiltrated into the 
strategic city, which is located 
close to the countries border with 
Iran. 

*The money and weapons were 
supplied ty Iran to enable the op- 
position capture the city or create 
conditions conducive for an 
Iranian invasion of Afghanistan " 



the sources quoted the Taliban offi- 
cials as claiming. 

Subsequently, the sources 
added, the hardline student militia 
launched an operation in the fcity to 
pre-empt the opposition's move 
and ill the prQcess flushed <fHi^ all' 
' the bpt>5sition infiltrators. Fifty 
opposition agents were killed and 
more than 200 were arrested dur- 
ing the operation during which the 
militia also lost five of its fighters, 
added the Afghan sources. 

NNl adds: The Afghan opposi- 
tion alliance Friday accused the 
Taliban of launching ethnic cleans- 
ing of Shiitc in the western 
province of Heart. 

"Reports from alliance com- 
manders in Herat have confirmed 
accounts that the occupying 
Taliban militia has commenced a 
systematic purge of Shiites in 
Herat City," General Sayed Husain 
Anwari. Chief Military 
Commander Harkat-i-Islami said. 

General Anwari told this news 
agency from Kunduz that in a dra- 
matic move. Taliban soldiers com- 
menced attacking residential prop- 
erties of prominent Shiite Heratis 
two days ago. 



Flailing betvveen 
Wm, opposition 
(X)ntinues near Bainiyan 



KABUL: Taliban soldiers and their 
nortJiem based opposition were wag- 
ing a bitter batfle Monday for a strate- 
gic crossroad in Central Afghanistan, 
oppositicm soldiers said. 

Taliban jet fighters bombed oppo- 
sition positions near Dar-e-Suf , a dis- 
trict that links Central Bamiyan 
province to Kabul some 200 kilome- 
ters away and to northern 
Afghanistan's Mazar-e-Shari^ said op- 
position spokesman Ustad Atta Mo- 
hammad. 

The Taliban say they are in control 

of Dar-e-Suf, but opposition soldiers 
say fighting in the area is intense and 
they currently are holding about 80% 
of Uie district 

Last week, the TWiiban retook the 
provincial capital of Bamiyan from 
thdr opponents, but fighting raged in 
several ottier areas of the province. 

"In Dar-e-Suf the fighting still is 
very intense. . . The Taliban began 
their offensive last night" said Mo- 
•Mmmaa;wh^^ 

. jpfffiikf Pi >*asuA> paily..He was con- 
tacted satellite telephone. : , . 

Several times Taliban jets that ap^ 
peared to come from northern 
Afghanistan bombed opposition 
bases, said Mohanunad.— AP 



Taliban claim calm 
in Bamiyan province 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - Maulvi NajibuUah, 
the Peshawar-based Afghan Consul 
General, has said there exists normal 
situation in Bamyan province of 
Afghanistan, and the Afghan Islamic 
Emirates in the light of its polides has 
restored etc complete peace and sep<H% 
in the region. 

" There is no killing and plunder of 
offices, houses in the Bamyan province 
now which has again fallen to the 
Taliban", he remarked in a Press 
communique on Friday. Clarifying the 
factual position in Bamyan province of 
Afghanistan, the diplomat said Islamic 
Emirates with the coUeboration of the 
people from that area has restored 
ncpnal life. Similarly, he added. 

The Afghan Consul General said that 
if any casuality had been reported it was 
during the fighting ^between the 
Oj^oation tad the forceis of Islamic 

Me i^ied that similarly when 
Bamyan was in the hands of the 
Opposition, the Oppositioncommitteed 
mm tia^ of brutalities, not only on 
the Taliban but also the civilians. The 
Opposition has made the live of the 
civilians aatf IRalfctei w©fie 
remarked . 

Maulvi NajibuUah further said that 
soon after tecapturing Bamyan, the 
Islamic forces had ensured peace and 
security of the people. 

IXiring the fi^&%, T^i^ did their 



best to ensure security to the civilians 
and t*t*ir properties. He, however, 
alleged that those who are making such 
a baseless propaganda by issuing 
unconfirmed reports are known to each 
and every one. Such elements are 
playing in the hands of those who 
hatched eimpiracies against the Islamic 
Emirate and their past is visible to 
everyone. 

About the situation in Bamyan, the 
Afghan Consul General quoted |i lepprt , 
of a Pakistani journalist whifcn states 
"While Bi^yan city gave a deserted 
look, it was primarily because of the fear 
of reprisals by the Taliban Hm. the local 
population of this city l^ lsBi^^ 
Taliban entered the city. 

The Taliban contrary to expectj^^ * 
mould not conduct any massacre that 
would isolate them further.Rumours to 
this effect only spread hatred and 
portray the Taliban as a ruthless force." 

Maulvi ^^j'^^'*^^^^^^-^^^^ 

people, but unformnately some vested 
interests involve Taliban in the outcome 
of their persona! disputes, cw far te«ir 
own misdeeds. 

He reaffirmed that Taliban are bound 
to follow the sacred norms of Islam 
which forbid killing and harming the 
innocent people. The Islamic govt of 
Afghanistan is di^iMned to maintaia 
a peaceful atmosphere in all over 
Afghanistan as well as to protect lives 
and ^operties of ^ eivtHi^. he 
conctei^ . 
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Taliban say 
local people 
razed homes 
in Bamiyan 

ISLAMABAD, May 25: The 
Taliban's chief, Mullah Mohammad | 
Omar, on Tuesday said local groups 
in Bamiyan were responsible for 
razing homes during a battle for 
^trol of the central Afghan dty. 

Mulla Omar said people who had^ 
supported the opposition Northern 
Alliance had burnt the houses of 
local people who had supprated the 
Taliban, after the militia was 
pushed out of the city on April 21. 

Then after the Taliban recap- 
tured the city on May §, Taliban 
supporters exacted revenge and 
burnt the homes of Northern 
Alliance supporters; Omar told 
Radio Shariat. 

The United Nations and Amnesty 
International are investigating 
claims by the opposition that at 
least 250 homes were torched and 
hundreds of families Were massa- 
cred after the militia recaptured 
the dty . 

It vwS the first offidal comment 
from the Taliban on events at 
Bamiyan. 

The fall of districts and towns to 
the west of Bamiyan province on 
March 9-12 forced troops aligned 
with the alliance to retreat into 
Koh-i-Baba and other alliance 
strongholds in the province," an 
alliWite eoamander, General 
Sayed Husain Anwari, said. 

"TaUban troOps, on entering the 
city, opened Hre on men, women 
and children on the streets and 
bazaars of Bamiyan city. 

"Families, who had elected to 
remain indoors, were "locked in" 
by the Taliban soldiers. Members 
of the invading militia then pro- 
ceeded to set fire to Hazara 
dwellings. Most of the occupants of 
these \mem were burnt aUve." 

The commander said indiscrimi- 
nate killings continued for it least 
48 hours and some people were 
gunned down before their homes 
were set ablaze: 

"These scenes were repeated in 
neighbouring villages, including 
S«Hri^^« to iie s&mh of Bamiyan 



Taliban make attempt 
to capture valley 

KABUL, May 22: Taliban on past month. 

Saturday launched an attack to A Taliban comment or an inde- 

eject supporters of the rival pendent confirmation of the oppo- 

Northem Alliance from the strate- sition claim was not immediately 

gic valley of Dare Soof in the north- available. 

ern province of Samangan. the The Taliban recaptured Bamiyan 
opp<^tion said. in central Afghanistan on May 9 
General Sayed Husain Anwari, a about three weeks after they lost it 
senior opposition commander, said to the opposition troops, 
the alliance supporters repulsed The capture of Bamiyan has not 
the attack which was backed by reopened the Taliban northern sup- 
heavy artillery and aerial bombard- ply route which goes through cen- 
ment. tral regions to the north through 
Although fighting continues in Dare Shekari valley, according to 
the valley, enemy troops have travellers. 

failed to advance towards the Travellers said Bamiyan dty was 
alliance strongholds,** Anwari told tense and almost empty of its eth- 
AFP by satellite telephone from nic Hazara residents, 
inside Afghanistan. ' PROBE DEMANDED: Afghanis- 
Parts of the long and narrow val- ^*s opposition on Saturday again 
ley, which sits on an alternative jiirged the United Nations to inves- 
hi^way linking the Taliban-held tigate alleged massacres of minori- 
Bamiyan with their northern ty ethnic Hazaras following a 
stron^old of Mazar-i-Sharif , have bloody crackdown on dissent by the 
changed hands several times in the ruling Taliban -AFP 
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ven though the international 
community is aware of the 
situation in Afghanistan 
now, there is no end in sight for the 
"Afghan tragedy" and the suffering 
continues. TTie human rights situa- 
tion in Afghanistan has been of con- 
sistent and grave concern to human 
rights organizations all over the 
world. For decades, observers such 
as Amnesty International (AI), Asia 
Watch, US State Department, keep- 
ing a close eye on the deteriorating 
human rights situation, have con- 
sistently expressed their concern 
about the abuses perpetrated by all 
sides in the conflict in Afghanistan. 

In 1995, AI launched an interna- 
tional campaign titled, "Afghanistan 

- International responsibility for hu- 
man rights disaster" to increase 
awareness and to bring attention to 
the continuing suffering of Afghan 
civilians. AI has also organized sev- 
eral events in the Washington DC 
area under the banner, "Afghanistan 

- World's largest forgotten tragedy". 

Fortunately or unfortunately, only 
when the Taliban captured the capi- 
tal Kabul in 1996, and decreed most 
severe restrictions on women, did 
the world at large take note of the 
suffering of ordinary Afghans. The 
present day tragedy can be traced 
back to December 1979, when So- 
viet troops invaded Afghanistan. 
Mujahideen groups responded by 
mounting armed opposition to the 
Soviet presence. 

As Afghanistan plunged into civil 
war in the early 1980s, governments 
around the world lined up to offer 
political and military support to the 
various factions. The fact that some 
of tB[«se'gr6Uts wtte xtmniing dc?*" 
fencel^ civtlKms^^lsihiply'aiowei^ 
concern than using them as Cold 
War proxies. Political expediency 
was often the priority, not human 
rights. 

For over a decade vast quantities 
of arms and ammunitions were 
poured into Afghanistan that was 
riven by conflict. The states prima- 
rily responsible were the former 
Soviet Union (including its succes- 
sor states of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States), the United States 
of America and its West European 
allies, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and 
Iran. All either sold arms directly to 
Afghan groups; financed arms pur- 
chases or facilitated in distribution 
through their territory. Not once did 
any of them acknowledge that the 
arms were being used to commit 
human rights abuses on a mass scale. 



The Afghan 
tragedy 



Ahson Saeed Hasan 

Clearly Soviet and Soviet-backed 
forces were guilty of gross and sys- 
tematic abuses. This is well known 
and was quite appropriately con- 
demned. But it has been a little noted 
feature that some. of the Western- 
backed Mujahideen were involved 
in human rights violations as well. 

The Soviet Union's aim after its . 
invasion of Afghanistan was to in- 
stall a pro-Soviet government. The 
USA's aim was to secure Soviet 
withdrawal. Countries neighbouring 
Afghanistan hoped to increase their 
influence in the region. The bulk of 
the human costs of these aims were 
not borne by these governments. They 
were borne by millions of defence- 
less women, men, and children in 
Afghanistan. More than 400,000chil- 
dren were killed and thousands more 
died of other war-related reasons. 
Villages and homes were destroyed 
by rockets, mortars and bombs. Five 
million people - a third of the popu- 
lation - became refugees. 

The abuses being inflicted by the 
Taliban is yet another chapter in the 
sad history of a civilian population, 
which has for nearly two decades 
remained hostage to the military am- 
bitions of the warring factions with 
total disregard for the human rights 
of the Afghan people. 

The Taliban emerged as a new 
military and political force in No- 
vember 1994 when they captured 
the city of Kandahar from 
Mujahideen groups. In September 
1996 Taliban forces entered Kabul. 
Among their first acts was to hang 
former President NajibuUah, who 
since the fall of his Soviet-backed 
government in April 1 992 had sought 
refuge in a UN compound. So far, 
only Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and 
United Arab Emirates have recog- 
nized the Taliban as a government, 
although relations between Saudi 
Arabia and the Taliban now appear 
to be strained. These countries have 
a special moral, political and social 
responsibility to address the ongo- 
ing human rights abuses committed 
by the Taliban. 

As we all know, the Taliban have 
imposed strict edicts in the areas 
they control. These include : 

* Girls and women are banned 
from schools and universities. 

* Women are banned from em- 
ployment. 

* Women are allowed in public 



only in the company of a close male 
relative and wearing the all-envel- 
oping £?«r^fl robe. 

* Women defying Taliban edicts, 
including showing their ankles are 
beaten by Taliban guards. 

* Access to health care has been 
severely restricted with serious con- 
sequences for women. 

* Recently AfwAarramprocessions 
were also banned by Taliban. Vio- 
lations of the human rights of women 
and girls are not unique to areas 
controUedbytheTaliban. They have, 
however, been instituted in a sys- 
tematic militarily enforced fashion 

« by Ae Taliban that has been aptly 
called "gender apartheid". 
y- Other Taliban offences include 
stoning people to death on accusa; 
tion of adultery; carrying out ampu- 
tation on accusation of theft; flog- 
gings fmd public executions, as well 
as massacres of civilians, especially 
Hazaras in the northern parts of the 
country over the past two years. 

The International community, by 
bringing together all six neighbour- 
ing countries, the US and Russia 
(six plus two), is trying to bring 
some settlement to the Afghan con- 
flict. That process drifted back and 
forth and is still limping along with- 
out any significant progress. While 
it did not produce any tangible re- 
i suits, it is felt that the process should 
continue to keep all the interested 
parties talking. 

The latest "ground breaking" deal 
came when the Taliban and the 
Northern Alliance representatives 
met face to face in Ashkabad, 
Turkmenistan and nailed down a 
*power sharing agreement". Even 



— -i . 

the issue of human rights, espe- 
cially that of women's rights, was 
not part of their power sharing agree- 
ment. No one knows if the agree- 
ment will hold, but it is already 
clear that for the warring factions, 
"power" at any cost is far more 
important than giving fundamental 
rights to women. 

Indeed, it appears that even those 
Afghans in the country or in Paki- 
stan who campaign for an end to the 
war and the establishment of a broad 
based government, are now being 
targeted. These Afghans are ele- 
ments of hope for the emergence of 
a future civil, society in Afghani- 
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Stan. Over a dozen of them have 
been killed in Afghanistan or Paki- 
Stan. All concerned and interested 
in tlie stability of Afghanistan should 
ensure that the security of Afghans 
seeking peace is of paramount im- 
portance and that any form of attack 
against them should stop. 

The people of Afghanistan have 
been suffering for the last twenty 
years, abused by all the wairing 
factions. Human rights and the wel- 
fare of the people is the last thing in 
the minds of these factions. The 
United States has a long and very 
close relationship with the people 
of Afghanistan. It is time for the 
United States, being an influential 
force in the region and the sole 
global power, to take a leading role 
in helping the civilians of Afghani- 
stan to live in peace. 

In order to make sure that peace is 
established in Afghanistan, given 
the existing circumstances, the 
United States can lend a helping 
hand in the following manner: 

* President Clinton should ap- 
point a Special Envoy to Afghani- 
stan, similar to that of Northern Ire- 
land, to help bring an end to the 
suffering of the Afghan civilians. 

* The administration should de- 
mand that all prisoners of conscience 
be released by all factions. As a first 
step, all the factions should give the 
names of their prisoners, including 
their place of detention and access 
to these prisons by international hu- 
man rights/humanitarian organiza- 
tions. 

* The US government should give 
a clear message to the govemmeni 
of the Taliban and to the other armec 
groups, that the. administration will 
not tolerate the killing and harass- 
ment of Afghan moderates who are 
seeking peace. 

* The US government should en- 
sure that oil companies competing 
for contracts in Afghanistan do noi 
ignore the human rights situatior 
there. These companies should make 
public their position with regard tc 
the human rights situation, espe- 
cially regarding the treatment ol 
women in Afghanistan. 

The situation in Afghanistan is 
truly a human tragedy. How much 
longer will this deliberate humar 
catastrophe continue ? When will 
the international community decide 
that enough is enough, that Afghan 
civilians have a right to live in ar 
environment that allows them tc 
enjoy their human rights with dig- 
nity and with respect? 



Iran's latest moves 
on Afghanistan 

Uzbek President Islam Karimov and Iranian foreign minis- 
ter Kharazzi have agreed on joint efforts to achieve peace 
in Afghanistan. Their countries have also said that they 
seek a peaceful solution to the conflict through the UN Security 
Council. Even if the entire Afghanistan falls to the Taliban, Iran 
and Uzbekistan say they will try to find a solution through the 
UN. The Iranian foreign minister has just wrapped up a visit to 
Uzbekistan, where he achieved a greater understanding over 
Afghanistan with his hosts. Iran opposes the Taliban and it has 
preached regional cooperation, especially involving Tajikistan 
and Uzbekistan, for solving the Afghan crisis. Iran is now seek- 
ing more and more support for its standpoint on Afghanistan. On 
the other hand, the northern opposition alliance led by Ahmad 
Shah Masood is scoring some significant battleground victories. 
On Thursday, for instance, it occupied the Kunduz province bor- 
dering Tajikistan. Last week, we saw it consolidating its hold on 
areas around Bamiyan. The fresh spurt of fighting in 
Afghanistan indicates that the northern forces, supported by Iran, 
are now better equipped and their morale has registered a hew 
high. The observers of the Afghan scene believe that the latest 
battleground victories by the northern forces could not have 
come without massive logistic support from the Iran-Central 
Asian combine. It also means that the support for Taliban has 
dwindled considerably in recent months. The militia still con- 
trols 60 percent of the country. However, it faces all sorts of 
challenges from the areas under its control. The fact that the 
militia is not willing to share power with its adversaries in the 
north is creating more problems for the Afghan people. 

Unless the Taliban start thinking in terms of sharing power, 
the fighting in Afghanistan would not taper off. Indeed, we ex- 
pect it to intensify as the summer settles in the country. 
Meanwhile, the UN Contact Group on Afghanistan (consisting 
of Russia and America with six countries bordering 
Afghanistan) is expected to meet in a couple of days. The 
Taliban are obviously not keen on this meeting, for they abhor 
all notions of power-sharing. It is up to the international com- 
munity to decide on ways to pressure the militia to make it talk 
peace with its opponents in Afghanistan. Pakistan still has enor- 
mous influence over the Taliban; but it is not inclined to see 
their writ reduced. Iran is net keen to talk to Pakistan either. 
That is why it is focusing mainly on the Central Asian countries 
for the realisation of its objectives in Afghanistan. This is likely 
to lead to more tension between what were until recently two 
fraternal nations. 

FRONTIER POSl 
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Uzbek mly base near 
Afghan border blasted 



TASHKENT (AFP) - A series 
of explosions occurred Thursday 
in a military warehouse near the 
town of Termez near Uzbekistan's 
border with Afghanistan, a 
spokesman for the Uzbek defense 
ministry said. 

There was no immediate infor- 
mation about victims or the dam- 
age caused by the blasts, which hit 
about 4:00 p.m. (1100 GMT), the 
spokesman said. The explosions 
were loud enough to be heard by 
local residents. 

The military warehouse, which 
is located in the village of 
Uchkizil on the outskirts of 
Termez, 25 kilometers (15 miles) 
north of the Afghan border, re- 
portedly housed military 
weapons. 

There were no civilians living 
within a two-kilometer (one-mile) 
radius of the site. An unidentified 
number of people are being evac- 
uated from the surrounding area, 
the defense ministry spokesman 
said. 



An earlier report said Uzbek 
President Islam Karimov and 
Iranian Foreign Minister Kamal 
Kharazzi agreed on a joint effort 
to achieve peace in neighboring 
Afghanistan, a spokesman at the 
Iranian embassy in Tashkent said 
Thursday. 

Kharazzi, who wrapped up a 
two-day visit to the Central Asian 
republic Thursday, and Karimov 
said they would seek a peaceful 
solution to the conflict through the 
UN Security Council, said the 
spokesman, who declined to be 
identified. 

"Even if all of Afghanistan is 
seized by the Taliban, Uzbekistan 
and Iran will... insist on a solution 
of this issue through the UN 
Security Council," he said. 

The spokesman declined to re- 
veal details of the talks between 
Karimov and Kharazzi. 

Iran, opposed the Taliban, who 
control about 80 percent of 
Afghanistan, has preached region- 
al cooperation, especially with the 



help of Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. 

But so far regional efforts have 
not been successful in finding a 
solution. 

A meeting of a contact group 
that includes Russia, the United 
States and the six countries bor- 
dering Afghanistan— the former 
Soviet republics of Uzbekistan, 
Turkmenistan and Tajikistan, 
Pakistan and China and Iran - had 
been scheduled to meet in 
Tashkent this spring, but has been 
postponed to this summer. 

In March, repnesentatives of 
the Taliban and opposition forces 
reached an initial agreement to 
create a power-sharing govern- 
ment to rule the country and ex- 
change prisoners at negotiations 
in the Turkmen capital, 
Ashgabad. 

But as the date for further ne- 
gotiations to hammer out the de- 
tails between the two sides neared 
in April, the Taliban rejected the 
idea of a power-sharing deal with 
opposition forces. 



International staff to monitor 
relief activities in Badakhshan 



PESHAWAR (NNI) - The 
United Nations has planned to 
send a team of international staff 
to Badakhshan shortly to moni- 
tor relief activities in the north- 
ern province, UN spokesperson 
said Friday. 

The team will stay in Faizabad 
and will hold meetings with the 
local UN staff and Non- 
Governmental Organisations 
about the relief operation, 
Stephanie Bunker told reporters 
in the weekly press briefing at 
the UN Information center. 

A number of teams of the UN 
international staff have visited 
Kabul, Jalalabad and Kandahar 
as jp^rt pf its drive to assess relief 
operations in the war-devastated 
country. 

All UN international workers 
were pulled. out of Afghanistan 
in August last year following the 
killings of three UN staff, two 
local workers and an Italian mili- 



tary official. 

Bunker hinted that the UN 
also intends to send international 
staff to the central province of 
Bamiyan and northern city of 
Mazar-i-Sharif shortly. 

In October last year the 
United Nations and Taliban 
inked a security agreement for 
the return of the UN internation- 
al staff. The agreement has 
bound the ruling Taliban to pro- 
vide protection to the UN staff 
and its premises and investigate 
into the killing of the 3 UN staff 
members. 

In March, the UN announced 
plans to gradually send humani- 
tarian workers back to 
Afghanistan after reaching an 
agreement with the Taliban to 
ensure safety and' security of the 
UN international and national 
staff 

The UN Secretary General 
Kofi Annan said laist month that 



he would consider withdrawal of 
the UN staff from Afghanistan 
for the second time if Taliban 
leadership did not ensure securi- 
ty to them. 

He issued the warning in a re- 
port on Afghanistan to the UN 
Security Council and General 
Assembly. Taliban, he said, must 
fulfill its commitments to ensure 
the security of UN staff in 
Afghanistan and if they failed to 
keep this commitment, he would 
consider withdrawing UN staff 
from the country. 

UN officials emphasise that 
Taliban must fulfil their commit- 
ments they have made concern- 
ing the security of UN staff. 
Unless there was clear evidence 
that all the commitments made 
by the Taliban regarding security 
had been carried out, UN would 
be compelled to review its dcci- 
sioa about the returned of inter- 
nal stiaff. 
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Zahir Shah peace plan will 
certainly deliver: Karzai 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - Former Afghan 
Deputy Foreign Minister and aide of 
former King, Mr. Hamid Karzai has 
said that ex-King Mohammad Zahir 
Shah believes that only through intra- 
Afghan dialogue the long awaited prob- 
lem could be resolved, tfierefore, he 
presented a peace formula. 

In an interview, Hamid Karzai said 
that it could be an emergency Jirga 
comprising 35 elders. He added that 35- 
elders would approach the Afghans in 
each and every comer of Afghanistan 
for nomina^ng their representatives to 
the broad-based grand assembly com- 
monly known as Loya Jirga. 

About the objectives and functions of 
the proposed Loya Jirga, the former 
Afghan Deputy Foreign Minister Hamid 
Karzai, said that participants in their 
assembly would discuss in depth the 
current situation of Afghanistan and 
would build up a consensus about a 
formula. Through such a formula, first 
the participants would try to give away 
just right of self-determination to the 
Afghans and later proposals could be 
made for formation of an interim gov- 
ernment, establishement of a central- 
ised authority in Afghanistan and an 
end to every sort of foreign interfer- 
ences in affairs of that country. 

In response to a question, Hamid 
Karzai made it clear that only the Af- 
ghan nation would elect their repre- 
sentatives to Loya Jirga. He added that 
only for supervising the elections of the 
members to Loya Jirga, former King 
Mohammad Zahir Zahir Shah has sug- 
gested a 35-members commission. He 
added that they are desirous for conven- 
ing meeting of the proposed Loya Jirga 
inside Afghanistan. However, time and 
date in this connection could be an- 
nounced later on. 

Answering to another question, 
Hamid Karzai said that now the atmos- 
phere was too much conducive for con- 
vening meeting of the proposed Loya 
Jirga. Elaborating his point of view, 
Hamid Karzai said that majority of the 
Afghans had been were dishearted of 
ongoing in-fighting in Afghanistan and 
they desirous for return of an early 
peace. 

Now when all military options had 
failed to empower a particular group in 



Loya Uirga only 
solution 



From Our (;!orrespondent ^ f ^ ^ ^ • 

PESHAWAR - Known religitkis figure firom Paktya province of Afghanistan, 
Maulvi Abdul Qayoom Ncknam has expressed concern over the remailcs of 
Taliban leader Maulvi Wakccl Ahmad Mutawakali against former King 
Mohammad Zalur Shah. He said Loya /fr^a meeting vfas the only solution to 

'Af^an issue. - .'^ ^ ■ 

I' In a rejoinder to Maulvi Mutawakal, Maulvi Abdul Qayoom Nekriaam said 
W unfortunately the fi^g?| , forces who were fucaiing the war flames in 
i^gham$tmi had foistedisd^ people oiv the Afghans. He added that earher 
^Isuch foragn hirf putrodsed ;>/KKiK: commanders and now were 

!?enanciiig unkngvJn people on tfiic name of Taliban. He said that majority of the 
' TaUban leaddr? il itranger in tie Afghan society as no one knew about their kith 
and kin 3S wcD as home villas and towns* He a^ked Maulvi Wakecl Ahmad to 
first introduce himself with^ the Afghan nation and later think about issumg 
^^tatemcnts agaimtifonner.Ktog Mohammad Zahir 

Maulvi Abdtil^^C^yoomNcknaam recalled diat it was Maulvi Waked Ahmad 
and his other seniors and juniors who mustered support of the Afghans by 
announcing their whole hearted supp<Mt to the former King's proposd for 
convening an emergency meeting of the Loya Jirga. Similarly, ahnost all die 
Taliban leader captured parts arid regions of Afghanistan when tiiey have 
declared former Kmg as their leader. However, after reaching Kabul , die Taliban 
stalwarts like the jehadic commanders changed their minds and now diey are 
reluctant to give away just right of self-determination to die Afghans. 

In fact, Maulvi Neknaam alleged diat majority of the Parcham party elements 
who were bent upon damaging the Islamic identity of Afghanistan, like Wakeel 
Ahmad had adjusted diem among die Taliban mnks and now were- working on 
their own assignments. He ackied diat now die Afgha^^^^^ 
elements and diey detcinqined to resist dimr c^spiracic^ against Afghwustan^ 
The religious figure saiH diat former lOng MQhwm^uI Zahir Shah despite 
loosmg power in 1973 last is still enjoying respect and credibility among 
Afghans. He added that majority of die Afghai«5 who had been made dishearten 
by die former communistsije/wrfic comniandciS arid how^ are not oiUy 

welcoming die peace proposals. He said diat former kmg is surrounded by 
cM)able and competent Afghans in all over Afghanistan and only he is m die 
better position to lead die war-affected Afghans at this crucial stage. 



Afghanistan, dierefore, former King 
Mohammad Zahir Shah's proposals 
could be very fruitful. He was of the 
firm belief that with honouring such 
proposals, the long awaited conflict 
could easily be resolved and said that 
UN, OIC, 6+2 countries and others need 
to implement Mohanunad Zahir Shah 
proposals. 

About participation of the former king 
in the proposed Jirga meeting, Hamid 
Karzai said that since a long he and his 
supporters had always sUiiggled for a 
negotiated solution to the conflict. They 
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in diis connection, insisted on intra- 
Afghan dialogues as well as an end to 
evpry sort of foreign interferences 
in affairs of Afghanistan. He said 
that if Afghan nations insists 'on 
former King Mohammad Zahir 
Shah's participation in the proposed 
Loya Jirga meeting then he would 
honour such wishes of the people. How- 
ever, he was of the firm belief that Zahir 
Shah*s proposals could enable the war- 
affected Afghans of getting a rid of 
ongoing bloodshed and destruction in 
their motheriand. 




meaiimgfiil 
Afighaiimsi^ 

Gen Ziaul Haq tried to constitute a 
broad-based interim government in 
the war*ravaged country which also 
bore no fruit and Afghanistan is a 
bleeding wound till today. Neverthe- 
less a formula had been reached for 
the establishment of interim govern- 
ment well before the withdniwalof 
Soviet troops from Afghanistan, ac- 
cording to which migidiidden lead- 
ers, Dr Najibullah were to be Jointly 
inducted in the interim set-up. 

Asked whether former Afghan 
monarch, Zahir Sh^ has a role to 
play, he said that there was appar- 
eniiy no possibility of such a role for 
the aged king. "If in case there is 
such an arrangement, then, what 
would be its timing and who are 
supposed to bring Zahhr Shah and 
get the things settled," said Agha 
Shahi. 

"Pakistan would have to face se- 
vere oiticism even from Afi^ian peo- 
ple and leaders of various warring 
factions if it tried to pave the way for 
a role for Zahir Shah in ending the 
crisis," said the former diplomat. 
Pakistan and other neighbouring 
countries would have to bear the 
consequences as far as the problem 
remains unresolved. 



By Ashf aq Ylisufzai 

PESHAWAR: The twenty years of 
fluting in Afghanistan has proved 
that the only solution to the conflict 
is serious and meaningful intra- 
Af^an dialogue, said Agha Shahi, 
former foreign minister of Pakistan. 

Agha Shahi who has been re- 
mained part of most of the high4evel 
talks held on Afj^uuiistan in the pai^, 
was talking to The News at a local 
hotel on 'Hiesday. "Nobody whatso- 
ever, could find a durable political 
solution to the Afghan problem ex- 
cept the Afghan factions represent- 
ing various linguistic and ethnic 
groups," Agha Shahi added. He said 
that the 20-year long struggle by the 
UN and other countries had so far 
made no headway and proposed f or« 
mation of a truly representative Loya 
Jirga from Afghans as one of the 
ways to find a just and durable solu- 
tion to the imbroglio. 

He said all the efforts being made 
in the past were met with utter fail- 
ure which clearly indicated lack of 
interest on the part of Afghan lead- 
ers to solve the problem once and 
for all. 

He recalled that late President 







discusses Afghan issue 



NEW YORK: Ambassadors of the Sbc- 
Plus-Two Group met here to find 
ways for seeldng a political solution 
to the Afj^ian issue. 

The meeting fdlows an initiatbe 
by the United Natkins and its Seoffity 
Council after recent fighting in 
Afghanistan. The group includes — 
besides Russia and the United States 
— Pakistan, Iran, China, Te^jikistan, 
UzbdastanandTUikmenii^. ' 

The US wants solution of the 
Afighan crisis so that the Central Asifin 
states find way to the open markets 



and hot waters. The US does not 
favour the route of Iran in this r^ard 
and there are difficulties with r^ard 
to the rmite of Hirk^. Other routes 
are those of Russia and Ukraine. 

Meanwhile, a report from 
Dushanbe saki the President of D^ik- 
istan Imomali Rakhmanov and Ira- 
nian Deputy Fbreign Minister have 
emphasised the urgency for imple- 
menting the UN Security Council res- 
olutions on Afghanistan and early 
convening of the Sbc Plus TN^ Group 
meeting.— PH 
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Foreigner killed 
in Jalalabad 
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From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR- A foreign woman was 
mysteriously shot dead by unknown 
persons in Jalalabad the headquarter the 
Nangathar province and hor dead body was 
recovered fkom a des«lBd area 

The Taliban administration have con- 
firmed the reports but tliey are reluctant 
to disclose her identity. However, they 
claimed that the accused has been ar- 
rested and he would be trialed accord- 
ing to the Islamic laws. As per reports, 
in Guli Bagh area near Jalalabad a dead 
body of a foreign woman was recovered on 
Sunday mommg. The Taliban officers took 
the dead body in to their custody. 

It was also reported that dead body is 
of the Iranian girl who allegedly ab- 
ducted two children from Daudzai, 
Peshawar a few days ago. The girl was 
later on arrested in Jalalabad. However, 
the Taliban leaders both in Peshawar 
and Jalalabad are reluctant to either 
confirm or contradict such reports., 

N AXIOM 
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Vaccination 
for Afghan children 
re-launched 

ISLAMABAD: After more than 
two years of interruption due to 
conHict, a vaccination pro- 
gramme has again been started 
• in Parwan province, north of 
Kabul. 

The ICipC has assessed the 
situation in 11 vaccination cen- 
tres and Tjehabilitated an effi- 
cient cold chain in iiine of them 
with material airlifted from 
Kabul to Bagram. This will 
make it possible to immunize 
50,000 children and 66,000 
women agamst the most com- 
mon diseases as part of the 
campaigns organised by 
UNICEF and the public health 
authorities. 

UNICEF will now take over 
the monitoring and coordina- 
tion of the vaccination pro- 
gramme while the ICRC contin- 
ues to provide logistical 
support. 

The ICRC is currently as- 
sessing the situation in six ad- 
ditional centres located in 
Kapisa province, north of 
Kabul.--APP 

WB NEWS INTERNATIONAL 
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Poppy eradication drive 

continues in Kandhar 



QUETTA (APP) - Taliban 
Islamic movement of Afghanistan 
on the third day on Sunday contin- 
ued destruction of poppy crop in 
southern province of Kandahar. 

The destruction is part of a 
Taliban deal with United Nations 
Drugs Control Programme (UND- 
CP) to eradicate 20 per cent of the 
total poppy crop in the three dis- 
tricts of Kandahar Taliban sources 
here said 

On Sunday poppy growers in 
Maiwand district of Kandahar de- 
stroyed standing poppy crop on an 
area of 25 hectares. 

The Taliban high commissioner 
for drugs control Mullah Abdul 
Hameed Akhundzada supervised 
the whole operation in the pres- 
ence of local Shoora members and 
growers. 

The UNDCP is conducting a 
four-year pilot project in the three 



districts of Kandahar to complete- 
ly eliminate poppy by the year 
2001. 

Under the plan, UNDCP will 
provide seeds to grow alternate 
crops, rehabilitate irrigation chan- 
nels and improve infrastructure. 

The Afghan high commissioner 
said the start of the destruction 
process shows that the Taliban are 
serious in putting an end to culti- 
vation of poppy. 

According to UN experts opi- 
um extracted from these fields 
fetches 40 to 50 US dollars per 
kilogram while.thc same amount 
of wheat will fetch less than a dol- 
lar for the growers. 

The operation to destroy poppy 
will continue for the next days to 
achieve the target of 20 per cent 
reduction. 

Three killed : Three persons 
including two women were killed 



while a business man was injured 
in different incidents in province, 
police said on Sunday. 

According to details two per- 
sons including a woman were 
killed at Sohbat Poor Area of 
Naseerabad division. Deceased 
were identified as Sabira and 
Ghulam Ali. The cause of their 
death stated to be tiieir illicit rela- 
tions. 

Police registered a case against 
accused Saifal Brohi, who was es- 
caped the scene after killing. 

In another 'incident in QueUa 
the. wife of a PDSP Imtiaz Hussain 
Shah was crushed to death as a ve- 
hicle hit her in Cant area. 

A business man of Quetta city 
identified as Ghous-ud-din sus- 
tained serious bullet injuries as 
unidentified kidnappers opened 
fire on him after their failure in 
kidnapping attempt. 



Cirrhosis claims 150 lives in Herat 



ISLAMABAD, May 16: Cirrhosis 
has claimed more than 150 lives in 
Herat province of Afghanistan, a 
United Nations spokesman said on 
Sunday. 

Stephanie Bunker told the NNI^ 
on Sunday that the disease had 
erupted in Gulrang district of 
Herat province claiming 150-200 
lives. A number of people, she said, 
were still suffering from it 

The basic cause of the disease, 



she said» was a poisonous plant that 
grew along with the wheat crop. 
When the people use the wheat 
bread, tihey catdi the disease. 

Bunker said that the UN agen- 
cies and NGOs recently held a 
meeting in Herat province to 
evolve a strategy for coping with 
the situation. After the meeting, a 
joint team of WHO, Public Health 
Department and Agricultural 
Department of the Taliban and the 



tJN Foods and Agricultural Wing 
visited Gulrang district and exam- 
ined the situation in 11 villages. 

She said that the UN with the 
cooperation of the Taliban authori- 
ties had' now dispatched medical 
supplies to the disease-hit area in 
Herat province. 

The disease had erupted in 
Gulrang district some 25 years ago. 
Now, it has broken out for the sec- 
ond time this year.— NNI 
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fear 



scarce 



KABUL (ARP) - Massive foreign 
aid demands in Kosovo have exact- 
ed a toil on Afghanistan and further 
complicated life for aid groups, al- 
ready struggling to re-establish 
themselves here. 

**Yeah, Vm mad because they 
haven't sent me my money because 
of Kosovo and that means I haven't 
been able to pay my staff, pay for 
my supplies and I owe people mon- 
ey" American aid worker Mary 
MacMakin said. 

As therfirector for Physiotherapy 
and Rehabilitation Support for 
Afghanistan (PARSA). MacMakin, 
a 70-year-old grandmother, is re- 
sponsible for wool spinning cooper- 
atives run by women. 

Sh^ also relies on the funding 



body United States Agency for 
International Development (US- 
AID) to run other programmes 
which include training illiterate or- 
phans for apprenticeships in the 
electrical tr^es. 

•The work is going on but the 
funding is precarious,*' she says. 

Her sentiments are echoed by 
many aid workers who see Kosovo 
emeiging as a rival for scarce funds, 
and as an unfortunate distraction 
which is slowing down the bureau- 
crats who allocate aid. 

According to the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UN- 
HCR). it needs 143 million dollars 
for its immediate efforts in helping 
750.000 refugees who have fled 
Kosovo. 



Total pledges exceeded 100 mil- 
lion dollars following an urgent ap- 
peal to Western governments a week 
ago. 

"Anytime there's another human- 
itarian crisis it obviously detracts at- 
tention from Afghanistan, and 
Kosovo is holding the worid's atten- 
tion now," said PACTEC airlines 
Kabul director David Brooks. 

PACTEC is a non-profit airlir^e 
and communications support group 
which specialises in ferrying mem- 
bers of non-governmental organ i- 
saions (NGOs) across borders. 

Most NGOs left Afghanistan in 
July last year after a dispute with the 
ruling Taliban involving the reloca- 
tion their operations to an aban- 
doned polytechnic. ' 




ours urged 
ZaMr Shah 



By Ashf aq Yusufzai 

PESHAWAR: Afghan inteUectuals, 
former ministers and parliamentar- 
ians on Thursday urged the UN and 
neighbouring countries to support 
former king Zahir Shah to pave the 
way for the formation of Loya Jirga 
to resolve the 22-year old conflict in 
Afghanistan. 

These views came from the 
speakers at a one-day seminar titled 
"New efforts for peace and practical 
steps towards constituting Loya 
Jirga". The seminar was attended by 
various Afghans based at Peshawar 
and members of non-goveriunental 
organisations. It was arranged by 
newly formed 'centre for the pro- 
tection of press freedom in 
Afghanistan'. 

The speakers regretted that pro- 



longed efforts by the UN and other 
countries had failed to establish 
peace and tranquility in the war-bat- 
tered country and stressed the need 
to bring the scattered Afghans on a 
single platform and seek sohition to 
the chronic problems in line with 
the traditional Loya Jirga. 

The serninar was attended by 
most of pro-Zahir Shah Afghan lead- 
ers who are active to bring the for- 
mer aged king Zahir Shah. We need 
him (Zahir Shah) not to rule the 
country but to unite the warring 
factional groups who had caused 
immense ruination to the country. 
Demanding a free press, the speak- 
ers said that Afghans were unaware 
of their country's situation due to 
curbs on the press inside 
Afghanistan. They said that equal 
representation should be given to 



all factions, women, political parties 
including Northern Alliance and rul- 
ing Taliban. Resolutions were 
adopted at the end of the seminar, 
asking for adopting confidence 
building measures to create na- 
tional unity and solidarity in 
Afghanistan. Another resolution 
stressed the inclusion of all political 
and intellectual figures and women 
in the formation of jirga. Another 
resolution said that six plus two 
countries should be given top role 
and the UN representative for 
Afghanistan in futiure should be em- 
powered to take independent deci- 
sions. It asked the UN to back the 
return of Zahir Shah and help in the 
formation of Loya Jirga and its in- 
stallation in Afghanistan to seek a 
durable political solution of the 
problem. 
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Cirrhosis claims Taliban foil arms 



150 lives in 
Afghanistan 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - Cirrhosis 
has claimed more than 150 lives in 
^eart province of Afghanistan, said 
a United Nations spokesman on Sun- 
day. 

Stephanie Bunker told the news- 
men on Sunday that the disease has 
erupted in Gulrang district of Herat 
province claiming 150-200 lives. A 
number of people, she said, are still 
suffering from it. 

The basic cause of the disease, she 
said, is a poisonous plant that grows 
along with the wheat crop. When the 
people use the wheat bread, they suf- 
fer from the disease. 

Bunker said that the UN agencies 
and NGOs recently held a meeting in 
Herat province to evolve a strategy 
for coping with the situation. After 
the meeting, a joint team of WHO, 
Public Health Department and Agri- 
cultural Department of the Taliban 
and UN Foods and Agricultural Wing 
visited Gulrang district and examined 
the situation in 1 1 villages. She said 
that the United Nations with the coop- 
eration of the Tal iban authorities have now 
dispatched medical supplies to the dis- 
ease-hit area in Herat province. 

The disease had for the first time 
enipted in Gulrang district some 25 
years ago. 



smuggling attempt 

By our eorrespondent 

WANA: Taliban administration in 
Afghanistan have foiled a bid of 
smuggling anns and anununition to 
Lahore in Pakistan and arrested a 
carrier. 

Reports reaching across the 
border revealed that a pick-up 
loaded with arms and ammunition 
was interciepted at Beermal cheqlc- 
post atDurand Une, border between 
the two neighbouring states. 

Taliban authorities claimed that 
the arms were being smugged to 
Angoor Adda area in Pakistan. 

Seized weapons included two 
anti-helicopter missiles, three rock- 
ets, 30 land mines and anti-aircraft 
gun. 

Driver of the pick-up, whose 
name could not be ascertained, was 
also detained by the Taliban admin- 
istration. 
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Rapist publicly 
lashed in Afghanistan 

KABUL: Afghanistan's Taliban 
Friday publicly lashed a man ac- 
cused of raping a woman in the 
militia's northern stronghold of 
Kunduz, ofticial Radio Shariat said 
Saturday. 

Ghulam Hazrat, living in the ad- 
jacent province of Baghlan, had 
forced his way into a house in Doshi 
district in February and' raped a 
man's wife before being caught by 
the Taliban police, it said. 

The rapist was sentenced to a 
hundred lashes by a Kunduz mili- 
tary court after he confessed his 
crime, the radio said. 

In around 80 per cent of the 
country which the Taliban control, 
married adulterers are stoned to 
death and thieves have limbs ampu- 
tated under an ultra-strict interpre- 
tation of Islamic Sharia law.— AFP 



Zahir Shah plan welcomed 



From Our Correspondent ' 

PESHAWAR - Shehzada Masud , 
Sacretary of the Great National United 
Islamic Front of Afghanistan while 
welcoming the recent proposal of 
former King Mohammad Zahir Shah , 
has said that it had renewed the expec- 
tations of those war-affected Afghans 
who since a long were desirous for re- 
turn of peace in their motherland. 

''Those who sincerely want return of 
peace in Afghanistan , must back the 
proposal of former King Mohanmiad 
Zahir Shah otherwise vvar-f!amcs from 



inside Afghanistan could affect the 
whole world," be remarked in a Press 
release issued here at Peshawar on 
Wednesday. He added that it is crystal 
clear that not only majority of the Afghans 
aie disheaited of bloodshed and destmctiai 
in their motheriand but evdi the regional 
and neighbouring countries also favour 
a negotiated solution to the issue. 

Shehzada Masud recalled that uncer- 
tain situation of Afghanistan since 1979 
haij proved that Afghans could be gov- 
enied by force. He said that out come 
of such steps wouldnot be different then 
that of laie Dr. Najib Ullah. Prof. Mu> 



jaddadi and Prof. Rabbani governments. 
He said that it is need of the hour for all 
such forces to realise their past mistakes 
and honour wishes and expectations of 
the war-afFected Afghans. 

The Secretary of Great National Unit- 
ed Front of Afghanistan has said t^t 
proposals of fonner King Mohanunad 
Ziahir Shah give i^aximum importanc- 
es to the traditional loya Jirga which is 
the sole democratic institution of thai 
war-affected country. He saiii that with 
convening a meeting of the iraditionaJ 
Loya Jirga , war affected people coul 
get their just right of self-Ue terminal ion 
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moderate Afghans 



EP, Report 

PESHAWAR - while express- 
ing grave concern over the re- 
newed fighting and bloodshed in 
Afghanistan, Shahzadah Masud, 
secretary of the Great National 
United Front of Afghanistan has 
urged the UNO, USA. OIC and 
other big forces to extend moral 
and political support to the mod- 
erate and democratic minded 
Afghans who are sincerely strug- 
gling for resolving the Afghan 
conflict. 

In a press release issued here 
on Saturday Shahzadah Masud 
said that now when the summer 
was ahead, the warring factions'^ 
were intensifying attacks against 
each other thus ftrther enhancing 
the hardship of the already 20 
years long war affected people. 

He was of the view that new 
era of internal fihting might be a 
lesson for those global institutions 
which struggle for reconciliation 
and finding out a peaceful and po- 
litical solution to the bloody con- 
flict. He said that it was the need 
of the hours that all outside forces 
must reconsider their policies to- 
wards Afghanistan. 

He recalled that due to the in- 
terference of some foreign and re- 
gional countries, the military and 
jehadic forces entered the devas- 
tating struggle of grabbing power 
after the fall of Soviet backed 
regime in Kabul. 



He added that on one hand, 
these factions had converted 
Afghanistan into ruins while on 
the other hand millions of 
Afghans were forced to leave 
their homes after loosing their 
nears and dears in the useless and 
meaningless fightings. He said 
that it was surprising, that UNO 
and others always concentrate 
their peace efforts on the warring 
factions which yield no result for 
the Afghans. 

Shahzadah Masud said that it 
was a good omen that majority of 
the Afghan were agree to the solu- 
tion of the conflict, and almost all 
of them were favouring to con- 
vene the traditional emergency 
Loya Jirga. But, he said that, all 
of them were scattered and unable 
to resist those who were responsi- 
ble for ongoing bloodshed in 
Afghanistan. He added that now 
the responsibility rests with UNO, 
USA, OIC and other peace-loving 
countries to take steps for sup- 
porting all of the peace loving and 
democratic groups.and factions 
for pulling Afghanistan and its 
people out of existing crisis. 

Describing Muhamad Zahir 
Shah, the former Afghan king, as 
a symbol of national unity, 
Shahzadah said that the former 
king plays a vital role in the reso- 
lution of Afghan crisis and help 
united his divided and war-affect- 
ed people. 
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Afghan team to 
discuss with Europe 
current crisis 

From Our Correspondent 



reSHAWAR - A 6-member delega- 
tion of Peace and National Unity of 
Afghanistan headed by Dr. Aman Ul- 
lah Rasool left Peshawar for Germany 
and Switzerland where it would ex- 
change views on current situation of 
Af;^ani$tan wd the efforts aimed at a 
political solution to the conflict. 

The ddegation has been invited by 
the Afghans settled' in Germany, Swit- 
zeriand and other European countries. 
Before leaving the delegates held a de- 
tail meeting with the UNO special rep- 
resentative for Afghanistan in Islama- 
bad and apprised him of his renewed 
efforts to produce consensus among the 
Afghans regarding the future of their 
motherland. 

Dr. Aman Ullah Rasool while talk- 
ing to The Nation on ^lephone said that 
they are struggling to ascertain views 
of the Afghans aboii the current situa- 
tion of Afghanistan. He addecj that ma- 
jority of the Afghans arc now.disheart- 
ed of Uie regular bloodshed in Afghan- 
istan and wish return of the peace. How- 
everi some of the hurdles didn't allow 
the peace loving Afghans to get the ob- 
jectives, therefore, his team is deter- 
mined to resolve such grievances of 
their xxnmtirymen. 

Dr. Aman Ullah Rasool while "an- 
swering to a question , said that it is 
wrong to say diat they are reluctant to 
^t^ with the leaders of the warring fac- 
tions. "We are ready to go inside Af- 
ghanistan and hold negotiations with 
Taliban as well as the Northern Alli- 
ance, " he remariced . He said that they 
believe that only Afghans could resolve 
tlwir internal problems, therefore, they 
should be given an opportunity to sit 
accross a table and fmd out ways and 
means to pull Afghanistan and its peo- 
ple out of the existing crisis. 

In response to another question, Dr. 
Aman Ullah Rasool said that on com- 
pletion of their trip to European coun- 
tries, they intends to visit Afghanistan 
as well as the region for talks with all 
of the forces and groups, particularly 
to. negotiate with those who are in- 
volved in the ongoing internal fighting. 



Afghans urged to 
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From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - Maulvi Abdul 
Qayoom Neknam, a religious scholar 
from Paktya Province of Afghanistan 
has said that last decade's events had 
proved that both jehadic and Taliban 
forces had failed to drum up support 
both internally and externally while 
former king Mohammad 2^ir Shah 
who is playing a neutral role since 1973 
last is not only acceptable to majority 
of the Afghans but can restore lost im- 
age of that war-affected country at in- 
ternational level. 

In a rejoinder to various Taliban and 
Jehadic leaders on Monday, Maulvi 
Abdul Qayoom Neknam said that nei- ^ 
ther Afghans nor the international com- 
munity taiow about Taliban. And syn- 
ilar is the position of jehadic leaders 
who are known for destroying Afghan- 
istan and killing its innocent people just 
for their own interests. He recalled that 
it is crystal clear that Jehadic leaders 
like Gulbadin, Rabbani, Sayaf, Prof. 
Sibghat Ullah were imposed by the for- 
eign forces on Afghanistan and simi- 
larly Taliban are also production of 
those foreign forces. 

The religious scholar from Afghani- 
stan expressed surprise over the poli- 
cies of UN, QIC and other independ- 



ent analysts who were still expecting a 
lot from both Taliban and Jehadic lead- 
ers. He said that both the forces have 
not only made disappomting and dis- 
hearted those Afghans who have ren- 
dered tremendous sacrifices against the 
former Soviet troops and its installed 
regimes but haveialso did a lot for the 
protection soveriegn, solidarity and Is- 
lamic identity of their motheriand. He 
was of the view that it is needs of the 
hours that UN, QIC, USA and others 
must realise the previous mistakes and 
approach the former king Mohammad 
Zahir Shah if they' smcerely wants an 
early solution to the long awaited con- 
flict through peaceful and political 
ways. 

Levelling serious allegations against 
Taliban. Maulvi Abdul Qayoom 
Neknam said that in fact they defaming 
the sacred religion of Islam. Altnost of 
Taliban leaders are stranger in the Af- 
ghan society and they are interpreting 
the sacred norms of Islam just for their 
pensonal as well as for the pleasure of their 
foreign mastas. He diverted atlentoi to sev- 
eral incklents whereas Taliban have indulged 
themselves in slaughtering the innocent 
children and other civilians. He was of 
the firm belief that it could be impossi- 
ble for Taliban to govern Afghanistan- 
through guns for a long time. 



Taliban supporter, 
son shot dead 



From Our Correspondent 



KHAR, (Bajaur Agency) - A lead- 
ing supporter of Taliban from Kunar 
Province of Afghanistan along with 
his son was shot dead by the armed 
persons affiliated with Shura-i- 
Nazar of Ahmad Shah Masud on Sat- 
urday. 

Reports from Asadabad, headquar- 
ter of Kunar Province of Afghanistan, 
disclose that Said Ahmad was com- 
ing back to Asadabad from Jalalabad 
along with his son Mohammad Hash- 
im. 

At Narang, the armed persons, stat- 
ed to be the supporters of Ahmad Shah 
Masud opened firing on them. 

As a result of the firing, both Said 
Ahmad and his son Mohammad Hash- 
im died on the spot. 

Their driver received injuries. The 
Taliban leaders denouncing the act 
said the culprits will be awarded 
exemplary punishment if arrested. 
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Talibdn start destroying poppy 



QUETTA: Taliban have started de- 
stroying poppy crop in the coun- 
try's southern region where 64 per 
cent of the country's total opium 
was produced last year. 

According to sources, this is the 
first time Afghanistan, Uie biggest 
opium producer in the woiid after 
Burma, has started destroying 
poppy crop in this part of the coun- 
try. 

Kandahar Governor Mauivi 
Muhammad Hassan Rehmani said 
his country was ready to destroy 
poppy procured by it provided it is 
assisted in repair of its agriculture 
sector, improvement and mainte- 
nance of infrastructure and Karez 
(under ground water channels) de- 



stroyed in infighting during^e past 
20 years. 

He said Islam also teaches us to 
refrain from use of narcotics. 

He said ''our government has no 
means to <io this on its own due to 
scarcity of financial resources. The 
destruction process was voluntary 
and reflective of their desire to give 
up the poppy cultivation**. ' 

Under the agreement Taliban 
will destroy 20 per cent of the 
poppy crop and the UN in return 
will carry out development work 
and provide seeds for other crops. 
Last year in Khakrez area poppy 
was cultivated on 518 hectares of 
land. 

According to UNDCP annual 



poppy survey, last year an estimated 
totEd of 63,674 hectares of opium 
was cultivated while total produc- 
tion of opium [in the country was 
3,269 metric tones. 

Governor Mauivi Muhammad 
Hassan Rehmani said that the smaU 
amount of destruction was just a 
sample for the world to see that Tal- 
iban do want to get rid of this crop. 

He, however; said the UNDCP 
must cooperate and extend facilities 
to the poor farmers in CQnverting to 
other crops. The poppy eradication 
will also continue for a couple of 
days. The operation would also be 
launched in Ghorak and Maivand 
districts of Kandahar province Sat- 
urday — AFP 



Taliban reluctant to 
accept Shoora's plea 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - The Taliban leaders 
are reluctant to accept the Eastern Shoo- 
ra Commandars plea to give a written 
shape to their promises and commit- 
ments for an end to uncertain situation 
in the eastern province of Afghanistan. 

One of the Commandars who had * 
been involved in the preliminary talks, 
on the invitation of Taliban leaders like 
Mauivi Wakeel Ahmad Mutawakal, 
Mauivi Abdul Qadeer and others, told 
The Nation that only a few commandars 
arrived in the border town of Jalalabad 
in the light of verbal commitments of 
Taliban leaders. But remaining 50 com- 
mandars, affiliated with the leading 
hadic factions are reluctant to join 
hands with Taliban. 

As a result of Taliban's reluctance to 
sign a written agreement, a few days 
ago, their soldiers resiorted to fighting 
in Laghman province. The fighting is 
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Still going in various parts.of Laghman 
province. 

The member of former Eastern Zon- 
al Shoora while answering to a ques- 
tion, said that they had demanded of 
Taliban to provide them due share in 
power and government, return their 
Gonhscated houses, vehicles and other 
properties and release all arrested 
supponers.He further said that during 
preliniinary negotiations ,held through 
some of their sympathisers, the Taliban 
leaders had promised for its implemen- 
tation. But later on they refused to give 
a written status to these promises. 

He dispelled the impression that all 
fonner Jehadic commandars had made 
a reconciliation with Taliban and now 
are supporting their government. He 
added that so far, more than 50 com- 
mandars had decided to refrain from 
extending any sort of support and co- 
operation to Taliban. 



'Taliban ready to 
end poppy cultivation' 

ISLAMABAD: The Taliban have de- 
stroyed hundreds of acres of poppy 
cultivated land in Khatiz district of 
Kandahar province of Afghanistan. 

Taliban Information Minister 
MuUa Abdul Hal Mutmaen said if the 
United Nations Drugs Control Pro- 
gramme, UNDCi; ^ctends economic 
assistance to the farmers, they would 
I destroy poppy cultivation in other 
parts of tiie country as well. 

He told newsmen in Kandahar 
that almost thirty per cent opium 
crop in Khatiz district was destroyed. 
It has been decided to continue the 
process in the distiict and two other 
di^cts of Kandahar province, Gho- 
rak and Maiwand for another few 
days. It would be the initial anti-nar- 
cotics control process, Mutmaen 
said. 

He hoped the UN and other 
donor countries would keep into 
consideration the issue of poor 
Afghan farmers who meet their 
needs and requirements through 
opium. —PPI 
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Taliban seek help 
to eradicate poppy 



KABUL: Taliban movement renewed 
a pledge on Monday to ban what is 
one of the world^s largest opium 
crops if its poverty-stricken farmers 
are given help to find alternative 

crops. ^ 

Nsjibullah Shams, Secretary Gen- 
eral of TMban's anti-narcotics com- 
mission said after the destruction of 
poppy crop at the weekend of 
hectares (acres) in three mam dis- 
tricts of the southern region of Kan- 
dahar. 

♦We guarantee to eliminate poppy 

cultivation in a very 
vided the world community assistis 
our farmers," he told Reuters. 

Some 64 percent Afghanis^ s 
opium harvest of more than 3,200 
tonnes last year came from Kandato 
province. After refining, about 10 
tonnes of opium produces one tonne 

of heroin. . , » ^ -i'^irx ' 

Shams said it was Jie start of the . 

'Miban's campaign^to wip^.^^^^ 
poppy growth across Afghamstwi, 
most of which is controlled by the 
Taliban, but said they needed help 

from the outside world. ^ 
"The infrastructure has been shat- 

. tered by two decades of war here and 
needs to be repaired. Parmere are 
poor and need help for repairs of 
wells, irrigation channels and farms, 

he said. . 

"With all these broken, farmers 
tend to grow the poppy because it 
thrives in relatively poor soil and 
needs UtUe irrigation. The Taliban 
can't offer alternative to these pwr 
formers, tiiat's why we are asking for 
help," he added. 

The destruction in Kandahar was 
carried out by tiie Taliban in Ghorak, 
Khakrez and Maiwand districts, 
where the United Nations Interna- 



tional Drug Control Programme 
(UNDCP) funds a pilot project to 
persuade farmers to grow other 

crops. ,1 ^ . . 

The $16.4 million pilot project 
started in November 1997, targets 
Kandahar — the spiritual and cul- 
tural heartland of tiie Taliban — and 
tiie Shinwar district of Jalalabad as a 
starting point for wiping out poppy 
growth. The UNDCP intends to 
launch a drive to wipe out tiie poppy 
throughout tiie country if tiiis project 
proves successful. . . 

Afghanistan ranks alongside 
Myanmar as tiie world's biggest pro- 
ducers of opium. Some 60 percent of 
the heroin produced front Af^an 
opium makes its way to the West 
through porous borders witii Pak- 
istan, Iran and Central Asia. ^ 

The 'Miban say the 10-year 
UNDCP prolest ii? .meffective. P?jgP^ 

''cultivati4''|nM H^^' 

diatehalt. ^ j 

"Why should we launch a 10-yep 

project if we can put an end to poppy 
cultivation in short span of time? 

Shams asked. TTxmrn> 
The movement wants the UNDGF 
to channel funds tiirough tiie tiiem 
as tiiey feel "poor UN spending pat- 
terns make the project ineffective- 



**The UNDCP pUot encourages 
others to grow poppy as initial 
records for 1999 show that the 
poppy cultivation is on tiie rise here, 

he noted. _ ' 

Shams said, "the Tahban can sim- 
ply ban poppy cultivation but we 
have no resources to offer alternative 
crops to tiie affected farmers. 

If we get funds tiien tiie world wiu 
see the miraculous eradication of 
drug here, he said.— Reuters 



Taliban destroy poppy 
crop in Kandahar 

KABUL: The Taliban authorities have 
destroyed poppy cultivati(m on a vast 
area in three districts of Kandhar 
province, said director general anti- 
narcotics department Abdul Hameed 
Akhunzada i/Me talking to newsmen 
here. 

He said the Taliban took the step 
on baffls of an agreement reached be- 
tween them and United Nations Drug 
Control Programme (UNDCP) and 
farmers of specific districts.' Under 
the agreement, he said, UNDCP will 
provide job facilities to farmers and 
they win not cultivate poppy. 

Poppy cultivation on almost 200 
hectare land was destroyed in Khas- 
mic district, in Ghorak district poppy 
on 100 to 200 hectare and similariy 
in Maiwand district, poppy on some 
25 hectare land was destroyed, he 
added. 

Akhunzada said three-day opera- 
tion was conducted in presence of 
local and foreign journalists, UNDCP 
ofRdals and representatives of coor- 
dination committee for aid to 
Afghanistan. He said earlier people 
used to cultivate poppy due to con- 
straints and compulsions but now 
when poppy farmers have realised 
that alternate arrangement has been 
provided to them, tiwsy agreed to de- 
stroy the crop and pledged not to cul- 
tivate again.— PPI 
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Taliban ask 
Hirkmenistan to 
host peace talks 



ASHKABAD, May 7: An official 
from the Taliban held a meeting 
with officials of the Turkmenistan 
foreign ministry on a proposal 
about the their country (Turkmen- 
istan) hosting a new round of peace 
talks with the Afghan opposition. 

He also discussed prospects for 
the revival of trade, a Turkmen 
government source said. 

Abdur Rahman Zahid, 
Afghanistan's deputy foreign minis- 
ter, **is talking about the possibility 
of renewing the Afghan talks in 
Ashkabad,** the source said. 

Representatives of Afghauiistan*s 
opposition alliance were due in 
Tiurkmenistan soon, he added. 

Turkmenistan, the only Central 
Asian state to hold direct talks with 
the Taliban, played a key role in 
brokering the Ashkabad peace 
accord in March between the Tali- 
ban and the opposition alliance. 

But fighting resumed almost 



immediately after the deal was 
agreed. 

Zahid, who arrived on Thursday, 
is also discussing trade issues 
with senior Turkmen economic offi- 
dais. 

Turkmenistan does not officially 
recognize the movement, but has 
strong economic and ethnic moti- 
ves to develop ties with Afgha- 
nistan, despite discomfort in some 
other former Soviet republics. 

llie impoverished desert nation 
of five million has huge reserves of 
natural gas but little access to 
world markets, and a two billion 
project for a pipeline to Pakistan 
via Afghanistan has been frozen 
due to the Afghan fighting. 

Thousands of ethnic Turkmens 
also live across the Afghan border, 
flooding back sporadically into 
Turkmenistan when fighting 
breaks out in northern Afghan- 
istan.— -Reuters 



Taliban deny visa to 
Pakistani journalists 



ISLAMABAD: Taliban have barred 
Pakistani journalists to visit 
Afghanistan to cover the nmssive 
anti-polio vaccination campaign in 
the war-ravaged country begins on 
May 9. 

The UNICEF had arranged visit 
for journalists from Peshawar and Is- 
lamabad but Taliban embassy in Is- 
lamabad and consulate in Peshawar 
denied visas to journalists. 

The journalists were planned to 
proceed to Jalalabad, Kandahar and 

f7> Herat to witness the three-day im- 

i^^munization campaign. 

y ' Taliban have stopped issuing 
^ visas to Pakistan journalists after re- 

'i : ports that the student militia killed a 
large number of civilians when they 

^captured Mazar-e-Sharif and 

_lBanuyan. 

^ The UNICEF office in Islamabad 
had also sent request to the Taliban 
embass^y in Islamabad and their con- 
sulate in Peshawar but the plea was 



turned down; " " nr^n^ 

Meanwhile, - various ' journalist 
grqups have^condemnedban'on Pak^ 
istani journalists by Taliban authori- 
ties. 

President Rawalpindi Press Club 
and secretary general P^tkistan Fed- 
eral Union of Journalists Fauzia 
Shahid hav€t^condemned reactions 
on Pakistani reporters by Talib^ 
and described it as move to suppress 
freedom of expression. 

The press club president said Tal- 
iban ha4 disappointed Pakistani jour- 
nalist community by refusing ^em 
visas and urged the militia central 
leadership to take serious notice of 
the Taliban ambassador Maulvi 
Saeed-ur-Rahman Haqqani and con- 
sul general Maulvi Naeemi. 

Fauzia Shahid said that ban on 
Pakistani journalists would further 
damage the reputation of Taliban 
and it will lead to resentment among 
Pakistani journalists.— NNI 
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Taliban, AI official 
discuss HR situation 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - An 
official of the Amnesty 
International Abbas Faiz has 
discussed human rights issue 
with the Taliban officials in 
New York. Faiz told VOA 
that he too exchanged views 
with the Taliban on the issue 
of direct contact between the 
two sides to make it possible 
for the Amnesty to convey its 
viewpoint to them directly. 
He said many a time, newspa- 
pers particulariy regional pa- 
pers quoted the Amnesty 
International but their reports 
did not contain all the facts. 
He said Taliban expressed 
readiness to accept the 
Amnesty demands but said 
that some othe^r demands 
could not be accepted due to 
religious requirements. He 
termed his talks with the 
Taliban positive and said he 
wanted to convey Amnesty 
message on human rights sit- j 
uation to the Taliban. 1 



Taliban bar Pak 
journalists from 
Yisiting Afghanistan 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - Taliban have 
barred Pakistani journalists to visit Af- 
ghanistan to cover the massive anti-po- 
lio vaccination campaign in the war- 
ravaged country begins on May 9. 

The UNICEF had arranged visit for 
journalists from Peshawar and Islama- 
bad but Taliban embassy in Islamabad 
and the militia Consulate in Pieshawar 
denied visas to journalists. 

The journalists were planned, to pro- 
ceed to Jalalabad, Kandahar and Herat 
to witness the three-day immunisation 
campaign. 



• sV V" w 



M^an\slm (New Olpplnfl 



fKONTIEK POS1 1 0 M?^ 1SS3 

Taliban accuse 
of wily intrus 

'ISLAMABAD (AFP) - 
Afghanistan's ruling Taliban mili- 
tia Monday accused Iran of mili- 
tarily intruding into western 
Afghan provinces last week and 
lodged a protest, the Afghan 
Islamic Press (AIP) reported. 

"Iranian troops intruded into 
Farah and Herat provinces on 
Thunday and carriwi out military 
operations against innocent 
Afghan civilians." the Taliban 
protest handed over to Iranian 
diplomats in Pakistan said. 

The private news service AIP 
quoted the Taliban as saying the 
Iranian armed forces targetted the 
border towns of Qala-e-Gah and 
Danabad in western Afghanistan. 

It gave no details of the alleged 
operation. ^ 

Independent confirmation of 
the report was not immediately 

available. 

The Taliban authorities have 
warned that such intrusions could 




have "serious consequences." 
They urged Teheran to end the op- 
erations immediately, failing 
which the Taliban would be com- 
pelled to take retaliatory measures 
and "we will not be held responsi- 
ble for the consequences.** 

AIP said the Iranians armed 
with heavy weapons crossed the 
border on Thursday and repeated- 
ly attacked the Afghan territory. 
The attacks continued on Sunday 
nighty it said. ' ' , 

Repatriation plan: Iran 
launched a repatriation pro- 
gramme for Afghan refugees liv- 
ing in the south-eastern province 
of Sistan-Balochistan bordering 
Pakistan and Afghanistan, a po- 
lice official said Monday. 

The area is the "key transship- 
ment route for drugs between 
Afghanistan and Iran," General 
Nasser Shabani, head of the secu- 
rity for the province, told Iranian 
state radio. : 
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Taliban barred 
from attending^ 
Geneva moot ' 

TEHRAN: Participants of an interna- 
tional conference in Geneva raised 
oljection to tl^ presence of 'Mban's 
representative in the session, rejports 
Radio Tehran. 

The Taliban representative did not 
attend the meeting and left the venue 
as it was announced in the meeting 
tiiat except the legitimate government 

of Rabbani, no other group has the 
right to represent Afghanistan in any 
international meeting. 

A source dose to the meeting an- 
nounced that some governments are 
providing funds to "Mban to enable 
tiiem particiy;»t^in international con- 
toehces and seminars. The move U 
aimed at posiiig Taliban as true rep-' 
resentatives of Af|^)anistan.-4«INI 
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Taliban reach 
airline, gas deals 
with Turkmenistan 

KABUL: Taliban has agreed to sev- \ 

eral trade pacts witii neighbouring \ 

Tlirkmenistan, tiie first deals witii . 

anotiver country tiie ruling move- 1 

ment has made since coming to | 

power, a news weejdy reported on 

Wednesday. , ^ ^ . 

The a^eements included tne 

start of commercial flights by 
Afghan Ariana Airlines to Turk- 
menistan, and the sale of low- 
priced Turkmen gas to 
Af^iMiistan, the Shariat weekly re- 
ported.— Reuters 
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Taliban accuse 
Tehran of attacking 
border provinces 

ISLAMABAD: Afghanistan's TaUban 
rulers accused Iran Monday of 
shdling its western provinces. 

According to Taliban officials at 
the Afghan Embas^ in Pakistan, Ira- 
nian soldiers fured dozens of shells 
aiui heavy artiltery into Afghanistan's 
western Flarah province during the 
weekend. They also hit territory in 
Herat province, ^ch borders Iran, 
theysaid. 

There were no reports of casual- 
ties and no immediate comment from 
the Iranian embassy in Islanmbad. 
However, Teiliban officials, ^o asked 
not to be identified, said a letter of 
protest was to be delivered later 
Monday to the Iranian embas^ com- 
plaining about the attacks. 

"So far we have not retaliated," 
said the Taliban (^dal, who said Ira- 
nian troops also had crossed briefly 
into Afghanistan. 

According to the Taliban, the 1^ 
tacks b^an after last week's capture 
of central Bamiyan province, the 
stron^old of Afghanistan's opposi- 
tion Shi'ite Muslim group Hezb-e-Wa- 
hadat. 

Relations between the Ikliban and 
Iran have ahvays been unea3y, but in 
1998 th^ plummeted following the 
kOling of sev^ Iranian d^omats and 
an Iranian journalist by Taliban 
troops. The attack occurred duruig a 
bloody and violent takeover by the 
Taliban of northern Mazar-e-Sharif . 



Taliban deny sending 
trodps tbj 



ISLAMABAD, May iO: The 
Taliban have refuted the Indian 
charge that they have infiltrated 
into held Kashmir. 

**We have our 0¥m problems in 
Afghanistan. Further we pursue 
the policy of non-interference 
in other's affairs,!* Taliban 
ambassador Maulvi Saeed-ur- 
Rahman Haqqani said here on 
Sunday. "The Taliban are^engaged 
in the reconstruction of the war- 
torn Afghanistan and enforcement , 
of Shariat. .1 j , 

They do not want to involve 
themselves in the affairs of other 
countries," Mr Haqqani told NNI, 
when his comments were sought on 



N&w Delhi's accusations. 

Lidia has been claiming, since it 
launched air strikes against 
Kashmir Mujahideen. in the 
Drass- Kargil sector, that^the 
Taliban have intrudied into the 
Valley, ' v 
The Afghan Islamic Em^ate 
follows the policy of non-interfer- 
ence and expects that no wild accu-: 
sations would be levelled against 
it,** the envoy said. ^ - . 

He said Vidian rulers should not: 
mislead world opinion by dishing 
otit concocted stories, and take 
advantage of the hostile attitude of 
the West tqwards the Taliban. 
— NNI 



TMbanr^ect India's 
claim of intrusion in IHK 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) - Afghani- 
stan's ruling Taliban Sunday con- 
demned the Indian accusations that Tal- 
iban have infiltrated into held Kashmir 
and said there is no truth in the claim 
by Indian officials. / . ' 

**We are dealing wifh our pwn diffi- 
culties in Afghanistan and pursuing the 
policy of non-interference in others af- 
fairs," Taliban ambassador Maulvi 
Saeed-ur-Rahman Haqqani said.^ 

"Taliban are engaged in the recon- 
struction of the war-torn Afghanistan 
and enforcement of Islamic Shariah and 
have no intention to involve in the af- 
fairs of other countries " Haqqani told 
NNI, when his comments were sought 
about accusations from New Delhi 



about Taliban intrusion. 

Indian authorities have been claim- 
ing since their forces launched air 
strikes against Kashmir Mujahideen m 
Drass and Kargil sectors that Afghani- 
tan's Taliban have intruded into the 
5ld Valley. 

"Afgh^ Islamic Emirate believes 
in thp policy of non-interference and 
ex^ct that other countries will 
avoid wild accusations against our 
Islamic government," the Taliban 
envoy said. . 

He said Indian rulers should not mis- 
lead the world opinion by concoct- 
ed stories and by taking advantage 
to the hostile attitude towards Tali- 
ban within the Western world. 
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MuUaRabbaiii 
sympathises with 
cydone victims 

PESHAWAR (NNI) - Chief of 
the Taliban Interim council Mulla 
Muhammad Rabbani has sent 
messages to President Rafiq Tarar 
and Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
expressing grief concern over the 
loss^?Qf precious human lives in 
cyclone, reports Bakhtar news 
agency. v 

In his messages, Mulla 
Rabbani expressed sympathy with 
the bereaved families of the vic- 
tims, and prayed to Allah 
Almighty to grant courage and 
patience to them. 

The Taliban Foreign Minister 
Mulla Muhammad Hassan 
Akhund in a message to Foreign 
Minister Sartaj Aziz had also ex- 
pressed grief and sorrow over the 
calamity and sympathised with 
the bereaved families. 
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Uzbekistan 
to hold talks 

ISLAMABAD (WH) - Afghanistan 
I dominant Taliban and Uzbekistan will 
hold high level talks on June 1st when 
Uzbek Foreign Minister Abdulaziz 
Kamilov will visit Kandahar, diplo- 
matic sources said on Sunday. 

Kamilov is arriving iri Islamabad to- 
day (Monday) on two-day^ visit and 
will proceeded Taliban stronghold of 
Kandahar after concluding \his talks 
with Pakistani officials, thei sources 
told this agency. ^ " 

The UzbeXJ^oreign Minister wil^ 
hold talks with Taliban supreme lead- 
I er Mulla Mohammad Omar and other 
I semor leaders of the Islamic militia on bi- 
I latMal ties focussing on Afghan crisis. 

The forthcoming deputy foreign 
minister level conference of the "Six 
Plus Two" group in Tashkent, the Uz- 
I bek capital, would prominently figure 
in Omar-Kamilov talks. 

Afghan factions would also attend 
Ithe "six plus two" conference under a 
decision taken in the recent group's 
meeting in New York. The group com-, 
prises Pakistan^ Iran, Uzbekistan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, China, Rus- 
sia and the United States. 
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Labour Day a 
communist 
holiday: Taliban 

KABUL (AFP) - International 

Labour Day has gone unnoticed 

in tlie Afghan capital, with the 

Taliban Islamic militia deeming 

it to be a 'diabolical' communist 

holiday* \ \ 

'The communists .used the Labour 

Day in such a manner thait we find it 
disgusting/ ^ foreign ministry offi- 
cial said. 

The Islamic militia has in its 
ranksr many former combatants 
who fought against the Soviet oc* 
cupation of Afghanistan in the 
1980s and until the overthrow of 
the communist regime of presi- 
dent Najibullah in 1992. 

'It is because of these dirty com- 
munists that this day cannot be ob- 
served,' another official in the min- 
istry said. 

People in Kabul went about 
their daily routine Saturday and 
one resident said the Taliban con- 
sider labour day as an 'atheist, 
communist holiday' and so 'to- 
tolly diabolicaL' 

They had to therefore ban it in 
the 'pure' Islamic state they were 
trying to create. 

The Taliban, who seized Kabul in 
1996, have soi^t to impose a strict 
Islamic order based on a fundamen- 
talist interpretation of the Quranic 
sharialaws. . ■ 

In the four-fifths of Afghani- 
stan that they control, the Taliban 
have banned all non-religious 
holidays including Navroz, the 
traditional Persian new year, which 
' used to be a m^or secular festival in 
the country. 



Taliban shun 
Labour Day calling 
it 'non-re] 




KABUL: Intematioi^ial Labour Day 
has gone unnoticed'^in the Afghan 
capitel as Taleban havdiieemed it a 
/diabolical' holiday. 

"The communists, used* the 
Labour Day in such a manner that 
we find it disgi^ing," a foreign min- 
istry official said. 

'Mban have in theirranks many 

former combatants who fought 
against the Soviet occupation of 
Afghanistan in the 198Qs and until • 
the overthrow of the communist 
regime of president Najibullah in 
1992. 

"It is because of these dirty com- 
munists that this day cannot be ob- 
served," another official in the min- ' 

i$trysaid. ^ ^"^ ^ - ^l^J^'. 
Kopll^lh iftbul wettt aodut^eir 

daily routine Saturday and one resi- 
dent said the Taliban consider labour 
day as an "atheist, communist holi- 
day and so "totally diabolical." 

They had to therefore ban it in 
the *pure* Islamic state they were 
trying to create. v 

The Taliban, who seized Kabul in 
1996, have sought to impose a strict 
Islamic order based on a fundamen- 
talist interpretation of the Quranic 
laws. 

In the four-fifths of Afghanistan 
that they control, the Taliban have 
banned all non-religious holidays in- 
cluding Navroz, the traditional Per- 
sian new year, which used to be a 
mgyor secular festival in the country 
--AFP 



NATION 



HEWS lOTERN ATIONAL 



Two killed in 
Kabul blast 

*KABUL, May 5: At least two peo- 
ple were said to have been killed 
by a large overnight blast that the 
Taliban blamed on an opposition 
rocket attack on a military base in 
a northern suburb of Kabul. 

Residents of the area said on 
Wednesday that Tuesday night's 
blast also woiinded eight people. 

Information Minister Amir Khan 
Muttaqi ruled out internal sabo- 
tage and said that the opposition 
forces had fired a Luna missile ''at 
the instigation of Moscow**. 

Residents said most of the casu- 
alties were civilians. 

The site of the explosion, near 
the Khair Khana pass, is some 
25kms from the frontline between 
the taliban forces and opposi- 
tion commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood. 

Residents living dose to the blast 
site said they were awakened by a 
loud blast and some said an ammu- 
nition depot had exploded. — 
Reuters 
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3 hurt in opposition's 
rocket blitz on Kabul 

Taliban claim repulsing opposition attack m 



KABUL: Afghanistan's northern- 
based opposition alliance slammed 
three rockets into the war-wracked 
capital of Kabul on Sunday, wound- 
ing at least three people, witnesses 
said. 

The rockets, apparently aimed 
at Kabul's combined civil and nuli- 
tary airport, hit the northern 
Qasaba neighborhood, said the wit- 
nesses, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. One rocket landed on a 
road, while the other two at nearby 
opeiLgr^iuu}. Tjvo of tjie Jthree vic- 
-nims4iave been-^criticaily i/rounded^ 

doctors said. ^ 
^ Residents said three people — a 
farmer and two drivers — were 
wcunded. They said they believed 
the rockets were fired by Masud's 
troops in the Shamali plain, 25 kilo- 
metns north of the capital. 

Opposition forces often target 
the airport from where the Taliban 
launches air strikes on their rivals 
in northern and central parts of the 
country. 



Taliban militia, meanwhile, 
claimed to have repulsed an 
overnight attack by supporters of 
opposition commander Ahmad 
Shah Masud on frontlines north of 
Kabul. 

"They launched an attack last 
night, which was repulsed," Mulla 
Abdul Nafe, a Taliban commander 
on the so-called Old Road front, 
told reporters. He said the front- 
lines -remained unchanged even 
though the fighting, Inlvhich tieavy 

.^artillery .m^Ku9Mm^^ 
.^^hroughout lt^!?.night/intm.Wino 

independent confirmation andsan 
opposition spokesman was not 
avilable for comment. 

The northern frontlines have 
been quiet for the past few months 
despite fighting in other parts of 
the country Late last month the 
Hezb-i-Wahdat party, part of 
Masud's northern alliance, recap- 
tured the central province of 
Bamiyan from the Taliban after 
eight months.— AFP/AP 




Rockets hit 
Kabul suburbs, no 
casualty reported 

KABUL,: A barrage of opposition 
rockets rattled northern neijghbour- 
hoods of the besieged capital eariy on 
Thursday 

There were no immediate reports 
of casudties, said doctors and wit- 
nesses. 

At least 12 rockets slammed into 
neighbourhoods north of the com- 
bined military and civilian airport ap- 
parently from opposition positions, 
some 20 kilometres north of the city. 

The barrage follows an opposition 
rocket attack on Wednesday on a mil- 
itary base and ammunition depot in 
the heart of i congested residential 
northern neighbourhood of Kabul. 

Residents of the area said three 
maijor explosions were followed by 
dozens of smaller ones that caused 
hundreds of shells and mortars to 
rain down on homes. A child was 
killed and several people were in- 
^ jured. \Wndows were smashed in hun- 
dreds of homes. 

The northern-based opposition, 
led by former military chief Ahmed 
Shah Massood, is battling the llEiliban ^ 
on several fronts |# nprtiK of the cap- ' 
itai. , 

The Taliban religious army, rules 
roughly 90 per cent of the country, 
but fluting has been intense in re- 
cent weeks on several fronts, partic- 
ularly in central Bamyan province and 
northern Samangan and Baghlan 
provinces. 

Both sides in the conflict are try- 
ing to block supply routes. There 
have been reports from both sides of 
gains, but it is impossible to indepen- 
dently confirm many of the claims be- 
cause of the remoteness of the re- 
gion. 

Some areas, particularly mountain 
passes, change hands regularly. 

Meanwhile, the united nations is 
pressing both sides to agree to a 
cease fu:e, something neither side 
seems ready to support. Both the Tal- 
iban and the opposition have heavily 
armed and appear dug in for a season 
of heavy fighting. — AFP 
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One killed, several hurt 
as rockets strike Kabul 



KABUL (AFP) - One person was 
killed and several injured when at least 
12 rockets slammed into residential ar- 
eas close to Kabul airport on Thursday, 
residents .and hospital workers said. 

The rockets were believed to have, 
been fired by anti-Taliban commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood's troops in posi- • 
tions around 25 kilometers north of the 
Afghan capital, they said. 

However, most of the rockets explod- 
ed within the opposition target, the per- 
imetre of Kabul airport from where the 
alliance alleges the militia has launched 
a series of air raids. 

Taliban jets conducted two major 
attacks on Bagram air base earlier this 
morning. Full details of damage and 
casualty number are yet to reach the 
alliance,' an opposition spokesman told 
AFP. 

Bagram air bas? lies about 15 kilom- 
eters beyond frontlines which ring the 
northern outskirts of Kabul. 

*The rocket attack was launched 
around 0300 in the morning, waking up 
the entire area,* Ahmad Zemarai, a lo- 
cal resident said. 

A spokesman for the Islamic Taliban 
militia was unavailable for comment. 

The first five rockets, understood to 
be Russian made BM-21s, were fired 
during the early hours of Thursday from 
' muhi-barrelled missile launchers posi- 
; tioned on mountain tops to the north of 
Kabul. 

A second string of seven rockets shot 
across the Kabul skies in the eariy af- 
ternoon and as witnesses watched ex- 
ploded near the airport. 

The missile strikes were the worst 



smce December and came as independ- 
ent sources said heavy fighting had 
been reported from Kabul's frontlines 
and in the south west province Herat. 

Alliance commander. General Sayed 
Husain Anwari said further battles be- 
tween the Taliban and the alliance were 
being fought in Dari Suf to the north of 
central Bamiyan which was recaptured 
by the militia on May 9. 

Anwari has alleged that a massacre 
took place of *hundreds of civilian fam- 
ilies* in Bamiyan and asked the human 
rights group Amnesty International to" 
investigate. 

He said the alliance had repelled a 
Taliban offensive on the town of Dari 
Suf which left six Taliban fighters dead 
and more injured. 

Taliban jets continued to pound alli- 
ance positions in the valley causing 
widespread damage to civilian sectors 
of the city. Alliance casualties included 
three dead and the loss of an artillery 
unit. 

*Dari Suf *s proximity to the province 
of Bamiyan to the south and Balkh to 
the west has elevated the significance 
of this valley in light of recent military 
activity in central as well as north Af- 
ghanistan,' he said. 

Analysts said fighting among Af- 
ghanistan's warring ethnic and religious 
groups had reached a pitch not seen 
since October last year. 

The Taliban control about 80 percent 
of the country after a six year civil war 
with the mujahi'deen factions who 
seized power following the collapse of 
the last Communist government in 
1992. 



2 killed in opposition 
rocket attack on Kabul 



ICABUtrArleast two people were 
killed in an opposition rocket attack 
on the Afghan capital Kabul on 
Thursday, residents said. 

An eight-year-old boy was one of 
the two killed by shrapnel from one 
of more than 15 short-range rockets 
apparent^ fired by opposition com- 
mander Ahmad Shah Masud's forces 
dug in some 25 km north of here. 

Most of the other rockets hit the 
Kabul airport, which is used by the 
Taliban movement's goveriunent for 
combined military and civilian 
fiights. 

A civilian had died overnight in 
opposition missile strikes. 

Hiursday's rocket attack was the 
heaviest since September in which 
several people died and more than 



200 were ii\iured. 

The attack occurred as fighting 
escalated on several fironts between 
the dominant Taliban and the north- 
based opposition alliance, which 
controls about one-tenth of the 
country. . 

Masud told Reuters that fighting 
was intense in Laghman, some 120 
km east of Kabul, and in the key 
township of Daraye Souf in the 
north. 

"AllI can say is that heavy fight- 
ing is going in these two fronts," said 
Masud when asked if any of the 
firontlines had changed. 

For most of Thursday, Taliban jet 
fighters took off from Kabul airport 
apparently to bomb opposition 
bases.— Reuters 
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Explosion 
rocks Taliban 
army base 

KABUL (AFP) - At least one 
person was killed and 40 injured 
when an explosion rocked the 
Taliban army base in the Afghan 
capital Kabul early Wednesday, 
resident and hospital sources said. 

Sources said an ammunition 

container exploded at the base, 
sited near a hostel for a religious , 
school in north Kabul. 

It was not known whetlier the 
blast was due to an accident or 
sabotage. The sources said the 
container caught fire before the 

blast. . 

A 12-year old boy, who did not 
belong to the school, was killed. 
Most of the injured were said to 
be students. 

The main military hospital said 
it had received around 35 wound- 
ed, including Taliban militamen. 
Witnesses said several other in- 
jured people were taken to other 
medical centres. 

"It happened when we were all 
asleep and many students were 
wounded by flying shrapnel and 
glass shards," student Abdul Aziz 
told AFP. 
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Taliban amputate 
thieves' hands, 
Kabul attacked 

KABUL (AP) - The right hands 
of four young men — ^all convicted 
thieves - were cut off Friday be- 
fore a crowd of several hundred 
people in the Kabul Sports 
Stadium. 

The men sat on the rain-soaked 
grass, their legs bound by chains 
and their faces covered with their 
turbans, while three doctors wear- 
ing surgical masks performed the 
surgery, said eyewitnesses. 

The hand of the first man, 
Mohammed Tahir, was shown to 
the spectators. . 

Tahir and Mohammed Gul were 
found guilty of stealing the equiva- 
lent of about dollars 1,000. The 
ioth^ltwo men, Mohammed 
Nasc^em and Bari Elah, were em- 
ployees of the Taliban's interior 
ministry, who confessed to break- 
ing into a home and stealing car- 
pets and household items. 

Earlier Friday nine rockets 
slammed into Kabul all of them 
hitting near the combined military 
and civilian airport. Hospitals in 
the area said there were no causali- 
ties as a result of the rocketing. 
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Taliban accused of 
massacring civilians 



KABUL: Afghanistan's oppo»tion on 
IViesday accused the ruling Tedib^ 
Riassaoring hundreds of -civilian fom- 
ilies since the militia recaptured 
Bamiyan qly nine days ago. 

''Ft^krRdng the fall of Bamiyan cit); 
reports reaching the Alliance hi|^ 
conunand have confirmed the mas- 
sacres of hundreds of innocent dvil- 
ian families/ senior oppo»tion com- 
mander Gaieral Sayed Husain Anwari 
said. Independent sources said th^ 
could not confirm whether the recent 
battles in Bandyn had turned into a 
massacre of Chilians. 

But th^ said rumours of a mas- 
sacre had escalated in Kabul during 
recent days and they were able to 
confirm other claims including the 
systemic razing (^ civilian homes. 

Anwari said residential houses in 
the cexvtral Afghan city had been 
burned to the ground and a 'terror 
campaign' against ethnic Hazaras had 
been extended to neighbouring 
Yakan^ang and surrounding distrids. 

"We're getting rumours more and 
more each day of a massacre," one 
Western aid woricer said. 

Another European aid wcuiker said 



^ive know the houses were burnt and 
thm are a lot of dififerttices between 
the IkUban who are ethnk: Pisthoon 
and the Hazaras who populiute 
Bamiyan." • 

*&i Al^^iniistan the an^erage sfa» 
a femily b six and if this massacre oc- 
curred then this could mean that 
thousands more have penshed," he 
said. The European aid worker was 
referring to n^rts by Amnesty In- 
tematk>nal and Human Ri^iits Witch 
111^0 have said the Tidiban massacred 
between 3,000 and 8,000 Hazaras at 
northern Mazar-i-^iarif last August. 

Anwari said the massacre at 
Bamiyan prompted many locals to 
take rdiige in tlve sunouncMng moun- 
tains where extremely cold weather 
claimed more lives. 

"Fighting has now reached west 
Bami^n, where the Taliban have 
shown little hesitancy in ^ctending 
the terror citmpaign to Yakawlang 
and surroumttng regicms," he said. 

Independent sources confirmed 
that Yakaidftng f(^ wder TEdliban con- 
trol li^ last mek; 

TBliben ^xdsesman was not avail- 
aide for ccnnment— AFP 



Afghan opposition 
urges HR groups probe 



KABUL, May 19: A senior Afghan 
opposition commander on Wednes- 
day urgjed international human 
rights groups to investigate his alle- 
gations of. a massacre in central 
Bamiyan city after it fell to the 
Taliban. 

General Sayed Husain Anwari 
said a report by human rights 
watchdogs such as Amnesty 
International into the allegation 
would have an impact and could 
"curb the rage of the Taliban." 

**But for the people, even if 
Amnesty intervenes, they still can- 
not trust the Taliban and return to 
their homes in Bamiyan,** he said. 

Anwari alleged the militia massa- 
cred **hundred8 of innocent civilian 
families,** razed their homes and 
extended a "terror campaign** in 
Bamiyan against ethnic Hazaras to 
neighbouring Yakawlang and sur- 
rounding districts. 

He said the massacre began 
immediately after the militia recap- 
tured Bamiyan on May 9. 



/ "In the initial stage of their entry 
to Bamiyan they committed this 
crime. But now they don't have 
access to the locals who have fled 
to the mountains. The majority 
have lef t Bamiyan," he said. 

**We cannot yet give a precise fig- 
ure. Our investigation is in 
progress. We will come to you with 
more details.** 

A senior Taliban spokesman 
declined to conun^t but indepen^ 
dent sources in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan said reports were 
emerging that civilians were killed 
in Bamiyan after the Taliban 
moved in. 

"But how many were killed and 
how, we really do not know,** one 
western source said. 

Amnesty International and 
Human Righto Watch have previ- 
ously investigated alleged mas- 
sacres in Afghanistan. 

Pitched battles had been fought 
around Bamiyan ahead of its May 9 
capture. —AFP 
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Tripartite meeting to 
discuss Afghans' repatriation 



By Ismail Khan 

PESHAWAR: The federal government 
is convening a meeting of the tripar- 
tite commission of Pakistan, 
Afghanistan and the UNHCR some- 
times this month to expedite the repa- 
triation of an estimated three million 
Afghan refugees back to their home- 
land. 

"We intend to revive the commis- 
sion to find ways on how best to pro- 
ceed about it", a senior federal gov- 
ernment official told The News. The 
tripartite commission on repatriation 
of Af^ian reftigees to Afghariistan last 
held its meeting in October 1995. It 
has since then been dormant despite 
frequent requests from the Taliban 
administration to Pakistan to encour- 
age the return of refugees to areas 
under their control The official said 
that the Taliban's minister for refugee 
repatriation had met with the federal 
government officials and raised the 
matter of reviving the tripartite com- 
mission. 

The official said that the Ministry 
of State And Frontier Regions 
(SAFRON) was writing letters to the 
other two members of the commis- 
sion namely the ruling Taliban and 
the UNHCR to submit their points for 



the agenda of the meeting expected 
to take place sometimes this month. 
The meeting was most likely to take 
place in Peshawar, the official said, 
adding that it would give an added di- 
mension to the repatriation issue 
since the NWFP alone was playing 
host to an estimated 1.2 million 
Afghan refugees. 

The UNHCR last week raised 
alarm bells by announcing that it 
faced its worst fimding crisis for its 
Afghanistan programme during 1998 
while the outlook for for 1999 was al- 
ready bleak. A report said that by Oc- 
tober 1998, funding for refugee repa- 
triation and re-integration had 
virtually dried up altogether, forcing 
the UNHCR to slash its projects in- 
side Afghanistan beside having trou- 
bles paying its staff there. "We have 
told the refugees that we cannot 
promise them re-integration projects 
in . the social sector inside 
Afghadstan," a UNHCR official in Pfe- 
shawar said. One indication that the 
repatriation of refugees to 
Afghanistan is slowing down because 

of the difficulties faced by the 
UNHCR inside Afghanistan is evident 
from the fact that 7,917 refugees re- 
turned home tiU April 1999 against 
repatriation of 11,502 refugees dur- 



ing the corresponding period last 
year. 

Senior government officials agree 
that the time had come for Pakistan 
to encourage the repatriation of 

refugees back to Afghanistan as in- 
ternational funding and assistance 
continue to register a nose down to- 
wards a virtual halt. "There is no 
denying the fact that the refugees 
should now go back but it has to be 
in a systematic manner," a senior offi- 
cial said. 

The NWFP Chief Minister Sardar 
Mahtab Ahmad Khan ordered con- 
finement of Afghan refugees to the 
camps by March 15 last month but 
later withdrew'the decision in the face 
of strong concern ishown from by 
UNHCR and scepticism from its own 
officials. The UN is learnt to have 
taken up the issue with Islamabad. 

Officials here said that the best 
course for Pakistan would be to en- 
courage refugees from eastern, south- 
em and central Afghanistan ¥^0 con- 
stituted 78 per cent of the total 
refugee population. "Under the 
Geneva Protocol, Pakistan cannot 
force repatriation of the refugees. It 
has to be voluntary, purely on the 
sweet will of the refi^ees," the official 
said. 



■ ■■> 

Afghan families 
evacuated 



Bureau Report 



PESHAWAR May 17: As many as 
188 Afghan families were evacuat- 
ed from Nasir Bagh refugees tent- 
age village on Monday and trans- 
ported in 55 trucks across the bor- 
der into Afghanistan. 

The evacuation of Afghan 
refugees was carried out jointly by 
the Afghan refugees commissioner- 
ate staff and the district adminis- 
tration. 

The land of Nasir Bagh tentage 
village has been part of governmen- 
t's Regi Lalma Township scheme 
and ejection of Afghan refugees 
and shifting them to other camps 
has been continuing. 

The provincial government has 
already instructed the commission- 



er of Afghan refugees to double the 
endeavour for the voluntary repa- 
triation of Afghan refugees and 
restrain them to their nearest tent- 
age villages, 

The presence of about half a mil- 
lion unregistered Afghan refugees 
in the provincial metropolis apart 
from 1.2 million registered refugees 
has created multifarious social eco- 
nomic and infrastructural problems 
for the local people and the govern- 
ment planners as well. 

The government is also keeping a 
vigil eye on the re-entering of those 
Afghan refugees who have availed 
the special package by the UNHCR 
and the border security has been 
tightened. 



Two million Afghan refugees 
repatriated, says Majid 



ISLAMABAD (APP)- Federal Min- 
ister for Kashmir Affairs and Northern 
Areas Lt General (Retd) Majid Malik 
said that more than two million Afghan 
Refugees have been repatriated from 
NWFP and Baluchistan upto March 3 1 , 
this year. 

Responding to a question, the Minis- 
ter said 1,589,077 refugees were repat- 
riated from NWFP and 499,808 from 
Balochistan. 

Giving the details of the procedure for 
repatriation, the Minister said the gov- 
ernment has set up a commission under 
a tripartite policy regarding the repa- 
triation of Afghan Refugees to Afghani- 
stan which meets every two months to . 
review the situation regarding pieir 
repatriation. 

He said all possible efforts are 
underway in collaboration with NGOs 
and the government of Afghanistan for 
repaU-iaUon of the Refugees according 
to international obligations. 

Majid Malik said that Pakistan pro- 
vides shelter to the highest number of 
Afghan refugees which were more than 
3.5 million during the Afghan war and 
now were being repatriated under a well 
planned policy because a number of 
difficulties including presence of land 
mines and non-availability pf fcod . 

He made a clear ejit stat^mejt on the 
floor of the House thafAfghan refugees 

are not allowed to get identity cards and 
purchase property in Pakistan. • 

When asked about the total figure of 
Afghan refugees, he said that according 



to the government figure this time only 
1.5 million Afghan Refugees are still in 
Pakistan and odiers have been repatri- 
ated. 

According to official list of refugees, 
he said 8,7 1063 refugees are in NWFP, 
3,31000inBalochistanandonly 1,32000 
in Punjab besides 1,1 1000 in different 
agencies located on the border area of 
Pakistan . , 

The NWFP government has intro- 
duced a performa in the province to 
collect complete data of Afghan refu- 
gees. 

PPI adds-The Minister said the gov- 
ernment has also provided sufficient 
funds to the army to build concrete 
shelters to save the refugees from the 
shelling fire of the Indian army. 

To a question, the Minister said the 
government is paying full attention to 
the development projects of Azad Kash- 
mir adding that AJK government has - 
been asked to explore the potential of 
hydel power projects. 

The electricity from these projects 
will not only be used in Kashmir but 
also be sold to Punjab, he added. "Funds 

of seventy million rupees have been 
provided to them for this purpose," he 
added. The Minister said the present 
^pveian^fti^rfso^vjBg;^ 
pprtanp€tQjicJle2#aBmeiit jrfK^^ 

em Areas and has allocated sufficient 
funds for education, health and other 
development «yorks in that areas. The 
Minister said the Northern Areas have 
great potential in hydel and tourism 
sectors and in a few years these areas 
will witoess a revolutionary change, 
adding, various international agencies 



are giving development funds for the 
progress and prosperity of these areas.'* 
He said that the complaints of load- 
shedding in Northern Areas would cer- 
tainly be redressed before the next win- 
ter in these areas." 

The government in cooperation with 
the United Nations is also examining 
plans to promote food processing in the 
Northern Areas," 'the Minister added.^ 

To another question, Majeed Malik 
said, "contrary to some misconceptions 
the people of Tribal Areas are very 
patriotic and peace-loving and after in- 
dependence of Pakistan have always 
stood as the defenders of its borders." 

The Minister, however, said, *There 
is a need t<5 bring in reforms in the 

present FC rules . 
AbouttheKashmirissue,MajidMalik 

said the world leaders now recognise 
Kashmir as a core isse and have termed 
it disputed territory and said that imple- 
mentation of UN resolutions are essen- 
tial for permanent peace in South Asia. 

"Bill Clinton, Nelson Mandela, UN 
Secretary General Kofi Annan and Tony 
Blair now recognise the issue and "flash- 
pomt" and realise that without the solu- 
tion of this issue no durable peace can 
be achieved in South Asia," he added. 



^ He sa^44urip8e*ei^^l two y^ar^^ 
liSne Smster Mut^mmad Na>yaz. 
Sharif kept, the Kashmir issue on top of ; 
his agenda and took it to all important j 
intemationalforaparticularlytheUnited i 
Nations, S A ARC and the Organization 
of the Islamic Conference (QIC). 

Majid Malik said after the nuclear 
explosions of May 98 the Kashmir issue 
got a oew lease of life. 



Admn asked to 
restrict Afghan 
refugees to camps 



F.P. Report 

MANSEHRA - The traders and 
shopkeepers associations of 
Mansehra have hurled an ultimatum 
that if the Afghan refugees were not 
restricted to their camps within 15 
days, the local administration will 
be responsible for any sorts of law 
and order situation. 

A joint meeting of the Markazi 
anjuman-e-Tajran, the shopkeepers 
and the butchers association held 
here on Saturday at a local hotel, 
which was addressed by Malik 
Sajjad president and Sadiq Saraf, 
general secretary of the Markazi 
Anjuman-e-Tajran, Abdul Waheed, 
general secretary of the Butchers 
Association and the shopkeepers 
representatives Soofi Gohar Aman 
and Muhammad Zakryya. 

The speakers said for the last 21 
years they had been hosting these 
Afghan brothers, but in turn they 
had given them the gifts of heroin 
and klashinkov culture besides in- 
curring heavy loss to their business- 
es. 

They said that the Afghan 
refugees had occupied all positions 
right from the humblest jobs to busi- 
ness and transport rendering the lo- 
cal people jobless who pay heavy 
taxes to the state. The Anjuman-e- 
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Tajran representatives came hard 
down on the local administration for 
dispossessing the local people of 
their small businesses, whose chil- 
dren according to them were starv- 
ing to death. 

Soofi Gohar, claimed that a num- 
ber of Afghan refugees had man- 
aged to.get Pakistani national identi- 
ty cards and had purchased huge 
properties, "Our sons despite work- 
ing in overseas countries cannot 
purchase even a single inch of land 
but the Afghan refugees besides 
purchasing property are openly run- 
ning the lucrative business of elec- 
tronics and the contraband items," 
he said. 

He maintained that the Afghan 
refugees were doing all that on the 
black money earned through the 
heroin and other drugs and the ille- 
gal business of arms. 

A unanimous resolution was 
adopted in the meeting warning that 
if Afghan refugees were not restrict- 
ed to their camps within 15 days, 
the local administration would itself 
be responsible for the conse- 
quences. 

The resolution also demanded 
immediate transfer of Assistant 
Commissioner Mansehra, 
Mahmood Kharal. 



PDA contiiiues to 



houses 

Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar Devel- 
opment Authority (PDA) operation 
to demolish the houses of Afghan 
refugees in the Nasirbagh camp on 
the outskirts of Peshawar to vacate 
land for its Regi Lalma housing pro- 
ject is continuing amid a hue and 
cry by the displaced persons. 

The refugees whose houses are 
being vacated and demolished are 
shifted to the Akora Khattak camp 
in Nowshera. But many Afghan 
refugees are not interested in set- 
tling in that camp and are either 
finding room in other refugee 
camps or sts^ring with relations and 
friends. "Out of the 196 families 
who were shifted to Akora Khattak, 
only about 100 still remain there 
and the remaining have gone their 
own way. They are all complaining 
of lack of basic facilities at the 
place selected for their resettle- 
ment," said a teacher, Hazrat Akbar 
Wafadar. 

Some of the Afghan refugee fam- 
ilies were also reported to have left 
for Afghanistan instead of taking up 
residence in the Akora Khattak 
camp. It may be mentioned that 
many Afghan refugees shift to 
.\fghanistan during the summers be- 
cause the climate there is much 
cooler than Pakistan. In any case, 
most refugees want to stay in or 
near Peshawar where they can eas- 
ily make.a living compared to rural 
plaiqes like Akora KhiUtak. 

It was learnt that the house of 
Bibi Hahifa, an educated Afghan 
woman, had also demolished, 
^ipe Afghan reftigeei^ claimed her 
liQuse wa^ fioti^iTnmi^e^.foT demo- 
.lition in .^e, original pl9ii l)ut she 
* punishe^'f^if sp€|i^|c^ for the 
of jhc]h ^dlo^. co(^:i^i^ 



UN plans to send 
staff to Badakhshan 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) - The United 
Nations plans to send a team of its in- 
ternational staff to Badakhshan shortly 
to monitor relief activities in the north- 
em province, a UN spokesperson said 
on Friday. 

The team will stay in Faizabad and 
will hold meetings with the local UN 
staff and Non-Govemmental Organisa- 
tions about the relief operation, Steph- 
anie Banker told reporters at weekly 
press l)riefmg at the UN Information 
centre. A number of teams of the UN 
international staff have visited Kabul, 
Jalalabad and-JCaodabar as part of its 



UNICEF calls upon Afghan 
factions to stop fighting 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - In connection with 
its immunisation programme in all over 
Afghanistan, the UNICEF has called 
upon both Taliban and the Northern 
Alliance to declare a ceasefire and en- 
able the medical staffers and volunteers 
to complete their assignments. 

The Taliban representatives in 
Peshawar have confirmed to have got a 
plea from the UNICEF for a ceasefire 
tor a period of three days. The UNICEF 
is going to start the immunisation cam- 
paign on May 9 and it will be completed 
on May 11 next. 

The UNICEF Immunisation cam- 
paign for 1999 will cover the children 
all over Afghanistan and for this pur- 



pose it enjoys support of the health 
ministries, social workers, NGO's and 
elites of the area. So far, the UNICEF 
offices from Jalalabad, Kabul, 
Kandahar, Mazar-i-Sharif, Herat, 
Faizabad and others are busy in shifting 
of instruments and vaccines to each and 
every part of Afghanistan. The UNICEF 

is also planning to send teams from its 
Islamabad, Peshawar and Quetta of- 
fices to help their colleagues in tht 
campaign. A number of journalists fron 
Islamabad and Peshawar were also ap-^ 
proached for accompanying the 
UNICEF teams to various pa^ts of Af- 
ghanistan. The visa applications of the 
journalists are lying with the Afghai 
embassy in Islamabad. 



NATION 0 6 HAY 1? 



drive to assess relief operations in the 
war-devastated country. 

All UN international workers were 
pulled out of Afghanistan in August last 
year following killings of three UN 
st£^, two local workers and the third 
was an Italian military official. 

Bunker hinted that the UN also in- 
tends to send international staff to the 
central province of Bamiyan and north- 
em city of Mazar-e-Sharif shortly. 

In October last year the United Na- 
tions and Taliban inked a security agree- 
ment for the retum of the UN interna- 
tional staff. The agreement had bound 
the ruling Talibdn to provide protection 
to the UN staff, its premises and inves- 
tigate into the killing of the 3 UN staff 
members. In March, the UN announced 
plans to gradually send humanitarian 
workers back to Afghanistan after 
reaching an agreement with Taliban to 
ensure safety and security of the UN 
international and national staff. 

The UN Secretary General Kofi An- 
nan said last month that he would con- 
sider withdrawal of the UN staff from 
Afghanistan for the second time if Tal- 
iban leadership does not ensure securi- 
ty to them. He issued the waming in a 
report on Afghanistan to the UN Secu- 
rity Council and General Assembly. 
Taliban, he said, must fulfil its commit- 
ments to ensure the security of UN staff 
in Afghanistan and if they failed to keep 
this commitment, he would consider with- 
drawing UN staff fixMn the country. 

UN officials emphasise that Taliban 
must fulfil their commitments tiiey have 
made concerning the security of UN staff. 
Unless there is clear evideiKC that all the 
. commitments made by the Taliban re- 
garding security have been carried out, 
UN would be compelled to review its 
decision about the retum of internation- 
al staff of Afghanistan, he warned. 
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F ormer Afghan Minister backs Zahir Shah plan 

Pakistan urged to initiate 
sincere efforts on Afghanistan 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - Former Afghan Min- 
ister and moderate leader Syed Ishaq 
Gillani has said that Pakistan enjoys, a 
key role in affairs of Afghanistan there- 
fore it should initiate sincere efforts oh 
Afghanistan. 

"We believe that without support of 
Pakistan a negotiated solution to the is- 
sue will remain a far cry," he this re- 
marked in an interview. He further said 
thkt iS^heriever Pakistan initiated prac- 
tical steps the problem was resolved 
within days. Elaborating his point of 
view, Ishaq Gillani recalled that sever- 
al years ago, Pakistan with extending 
an invitation to Sardar Abdul Wali 
Khan, had initiated a drive to resolve 
the conflict and now when former King 
Mohammad Zahir Shah had announced 
a formula, therefore, Pakistan needed 
to extend its fullest support. 

In response to a question, Ishaq Gil- 
lani who remained President of the 
Council for Understanding and Nation- 
al Unity of Afghanistan for two con- 
secutive terms said '* key to a negotiat- 
ed solution of the Afghan conflict rests 
with Pakistan." He viewed that with the 
establishment of a friendly government 
in Afghanistan, Pakistan could ensure 
protection to its interests for a long time 



in the region. Similarly, he added that 
with the establishment of a friendly 
government according to wishes of war- 
affected Afghans, Pakistan could also 
utilise the ecpnomic opportunities in the 
vyhole regioq. 

He said that the policy makers of Pa- 
kistan need to help the peace loving and 
patriotic Afghans in thieir efforts for 
pulling their pothcriand out of the ex- 
isting' crises. ; . ^ 

Syed Ishaq Gillani who has been 
playing a neutral role in Afghan poli- 
tics when the jehadic factions entered 
into in-fighting with each other in 1992, 
said that uncertain situation of Afghan- 
istan could affect the regional and 
neighbouring countries. In such circum- 
stances, Afghanistan would prove a safe 
haven for the criminal elements, drug- 
traffickers and producers who would 
destroy peace as well as law and order 
situation of the whole region. 

Similarly, he added that uncertain sit- 
uation of Afghanistan would become a 
golden opportunity for the terrorists. 
Keeping in view, impacts of the uncer- 
tain situation of Afghanistan on the re- 
gional countries, Pakistan needs to take 
early steps for finding out a negotiated 
solution to the conflict. 

He further said that Pakistan and its 
people had extended unforgetable hos- 



pitality and support to the Afghans and 
as a result of such support, the Afghans 
were enabled to throw out the Red 
Army. He was of the firm belief that 
keeping in view the 20-years long hos- 
pitality, it is impossible for the Afghans 
to indulge themselves in such acts 
which is either harmful to interests of 
Pakistan. He further said that 20-ycar 
long fighting in Afghanistan had pro- 
vided an opportvmity to people of both 
Pakistan and Afghanistan to restore 

their relations. 

Ishaq Gillani said that now when 
former King Mohammad Zahir Shah 
had unvieled a comprehensive plan for 
resolving the conflict, Pakistan needs 
to take practical steps. Explaining his 
point, Gillani said that like Sardar Wali, 
Pakistan needs to extend an invitation 
to the former King for visiting Pakistan 
not only for discussing such a formula 
with Afghans but also for its implemen- 
tation. 

Answering to a question, Gillani said 
that Mohammad Zahir Shah had insist- 
ed on convening a meeting of the tradi- 
tional loya jirga, therefore, an Afghan 
province must be declared a peace zone. 
He said that in such a province, the 
meeting of iht loya jirga should be held 
under the direct supervision of United 
Nations. 
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Zahir Shah has guts 
to lead Afghans 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - Pir Syed Ahmad Gil- 
lani, Chief of the National Islamic Front 
of Afghanistan has said that former king 
Mohammad Zahir Shah is sincere in his 
efforts aimed at a negotiated solution 
to the long awaited conflict. He has the 
guts to lead the Afghan nation. 

Talking .to the newsmen at Hayata- 
bad Peshawar on Sunday, Pir Syed Ah- 
mad Gillani said he held a detailed 
meeting with former Kin'g Mohammad 
Zahir Shah in Rome, Italy arid found 
him in good health. He said that al- 
though Mohammad Zahir Shah had 
become an aged person but he had the 
potential to lead the Afghans. He dis- 
pelled the impression that Zahir Shah 
couldn't lead the Afghan nation at this 
;stage. ■r'-\.". J^.." , 
• • Pir Syed Ahhiad Gillani skid Zahir 
Shah is determined to initiate practical 
stepis for resolving the conflict. He said 
that Zahir Shah favours that Afghans 
should sit across a table for deciding 
future of their motherland. For this pur- 
pose, he insisted on an early meeting 
of a loya jirga where the Afghan elites 
should go for formation of an elected 
government without foreign pressure 
and interferences. He was of the firm be- 
lief that through such steps, the Afghans 
could be in a better position to pull Afghan- 
istan out of existing situation. 

In response to a question, Pir Syed 
Ahmad Gillani said that as a result of 
talks with Mohammad Zahir Shah and 



.9' 



his supporters, he came to know that 
Mohanunad Zahir Shah was planning 
to first assemble like-minded Afghans 
and his supporters on one forum for the 
initiate practical struggle for pulling 
Afghanistan and its people out of ex- 
isting situation. 

PPP leader urges trials to get united 

Arbab Khizar Hayat, an active leader 
of opposition Pakis^ Peoples Party has 
uxged the tribesmen from all ovar the belt 
to foige unity ^ohg their ranks. 

**Now' the Mohmand tribesmen -are 
facing severe crisis in the wake of in- 
justifil decisions of the NWFP govern- 
ment and tomorrow the tribesmen from 
the remaining area can face such a situ- 
ation, " he remarked while addressing 
the affected tribesmen at ZarifKorona of 
the defective areas on Sunda\^^\ibab Khizar 
h^at alc^g .^i|f)i ievCTal or^PP stalwarts, 
' kucbdddeii^in msiking it b the villages. Aibab 
Khizar became the first one of political stal- 
warts who entered the area. 

Expressing his concern oiver the in- 
human action against innocent tribes- 
men, Arbab Khizar Hayat announced 
to stage a demonstration on June five 
next. £i this connection, he said that work- 
ers and stalwarts of PPP Workers Ittehad 
fix)m all over theprovince would assemble 
in the defective vUlages. Arbab Khizar Ha- 
yat after coming to know about the in- 
human action against tribal women and 
children, said diat it could be consid- 
ered a joke with those tribesmen who 
have rendered treriiendous sacrifices in 
the independence moveriient. 



Proposals for Afghan peace 



From Shamim Banc 

PESHAWER- Former Afghanpresi- 
dent Professor Sibgatullah Mujaddi and 
Pir Syed Ahmed Gilani has welcomed 
the peace proposal announced by the 
king of Afghanistan for the lasting peace 
in Afghanistan the association for peace 
and national unity of Afghanistan 
( APNU) extended its support the timely 
proposal by former monarch Zahir Shah 
by convening loya jirga 

APNU urges UN, QIC and world 



powers in particlar the govemmentSt 
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan arid 
Iran to extend a helping banc 
inconvening a traditional time tested 
loya jirga being a vital and long stand- 
ing demand of the people of afghanistaii 

It also urges the warringfactions pi 
Afghanistan to put an end to fractional 
warfare and accept the proposal put 
forth by the former monarch 

Worth mentioning here is that forrapi 
king of Afghanistan gave apeace pri> 
posal for the Afghanistan peace. ^ 
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UN, OIC urged to adopt 
Zahir Shah plan 



From Our Corriespondent 

PESHAWAR - While expressing 
l\is grave concern over renewed fight- 
ing and bloodshed in Afghanistan, Sec- 
retary of the Great National United 
Islamic Front, Shehzada Masud has 
suggested the UN, OIC, USA and other 
organisations and countries to back 
the recent formula of former king Zahir 
Shah. 

Talking to The Nation, Shehzada 
Masud said Monday that now when 
the warring factions are consolidating 
their positions for initiating the Sum- 
mer fighting against each other, there- 
fore, responsibility rests with the UN, 
OIC, USA and others to fulfil their 
responsibilities. 

In this connection, he said that the 
previous seven years experience had 
proved that all of the factions had 
been ^ngaged in internal fighting 
and are reluctant to let the media- 
tors find out a negotiated solution 



to the conflict, 

Shehzada Masud said that all the 
warring factions are being engaged in 
internal fighting at the behest of their 
foreign financers and patronisers. Such 
foreign forces according to him are 
engaged in a proxy war in Afghani- 
stan. 

Advocating in favour of ex-King 
Zahir Shah*s recent proposals for a 
political solution to the issue, he said 
that it reflects wishes of the silent 
majority who was dishearted of 20- 
years long fighting and confrontation , 
in their motherland. ' • 

He added that Zahir Shah, through 
his recent proposals, has provided a 
comprehensive plan to UN, OIC and 
other big forces and organisations for 
resolving the issue. 

Shehzada Masud also called upon 
Afghans to support the peace propos- 
als of former King Mohammad Zahir 
Shah. 



Immunisatioii Day 
in Afghanistan 



From Our Correspondent 

1 PESHAWAR - First phase pf na-. 

' tional Immunisation Dky ih to bejgiii 
Afghanistan on May 9, states the United 
Nations weekly update issued here on 
Tuesday. 

The campaign is a cooperative effort 
between UNICEF, WHO, local minis- 
tries and health ofhcials. In central re- 
gion alone, 4,000 coordinators, super- 
visors, social mobilisers and volunteers 
and 148 vehicles will be involved in the 
campaign. It further states that training 
of personnel is going on in central re- 
gion, while coordination and planning 
meetings were held in Ghazni, South- 
ern Region, Western region and 
Faizabad. 

According to the report, WHO in col- 
laboration with MoPH and UNICEF 
has completed the second round of EPI 



acceleration in three provincial capitals 
in Herat, Farah and Badghis provinces. 
A. three-^iay refresher trainings course 
on immunisation^ was conducted in 
Herat, regional hospital, which was at- 
tended by 12 trainers from Herat, 
Badghis and Farah provinces. 

Meanwhile, 1 12 Afghan families have 
left Pakistan and arrived in Kabul and 
Logar provinces of Afghanistan. These 
refugees have left the tent villages of 
Darsamand and Turpul in NWFP. 

Earlier, in the current spring some 
339 families from Karachi and 
Baluchistan have been repatriated in 
iSouthem provinces pf Afghanistan. In 
the current spring, d^ousands of Afghans 
families from both Pakistan and Irsui are 
expected to go back to Afghanistan. 

So far, the UNHCR reports that a 
huge 2.6 million Afghan refugees are 
still residing in Pakistan and Iran. 



UNIC briefing on 



in 



ISLAMABAD: The ma^ Immiuiisa- 
: tion campaign against polioinyelitis 
in war-torn Afghanistan ivill feature 
in this week's press briefbog at the 
United Nations Information Cintre. 

Representatives of UNICEF and 
WHO for Afghanistan, Louis- 
Georges Arsenault and Dr. 
Mohamed Abdi Jama, will jointly 
provide a glimpse into the chal- 
lenges of organising the nationwide 
immunisation campaign in such a 
volatile situation, says a press re- 
lease. 

The 1999 campaign is to be car- 
ried out by UNICEF and WHO in 
two rounds; the first round begin- 
ning on May 9, while the second in 
mid-June, involviiig 91,000 volun- 
teers and health workers in 
Afghanistan! This year, during thie 
sixth national immunization days 
(NIDs), about 4.3 million children 
under tiie age of five are to be vac- 
cinated all over Afghani^an. 

UNOCHA Spokesperson Steph- 
anie Bunker, will be available to an- 
swer any question relatiiig to the 
UN humanitarian activities, in 
Afghanistan! 

The prjiss briefing will be 
held today (Friday at the UNIC, 
House no. 26, Street 88, G-6/3, at 
XI a.m* , ^t'- '■' ' -"ji'-;- ■. ■ 
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UN plans to send 
staff to Badakhshan 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) - The United 
Nations plans to send a team of its in- 
ternational staff to Badakhshan shortly 
to monitor relief activities in the north- 
em province, a UN spokesperson said 
on Friday. 

The team will stay in Faizabad and 
will hold meetings with the local UN 
staff and Non-Govemmental Organisa- 
tions about the relief operation, Steph- 
anie Banker told reporters at weekly 
press Mefing at the UN Information 
centre. A number of teams of the UN 
international staff have visited Kabul, 
Jalalabad and-lCandabar as part of its 



UNICEF calls upon Afghan 
factions to stop fighting 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - In connection with 
its immunisation programme in all over 
Afghanistan, the UNICEF has called 
upon both Taliban and the Northern 
Alliance to declare a ceasefire and en- 
able the medical staffers and volunteers 
to complete their assignments. 

The Taliban representatives in 
Peshawar have confirmed to have got a 
plea from the UNICEF for a ceasefire 
tor a period of three days. The UNICEF 
is going to start the immunisation cam- 
paign on May 9 and it will be completed 
on May 11 next. 

The UNICEF Immunisation cam- 
paign for 1999 will cover the children 
all over Afghanistan and for this pur- 



pose it enjoys support of the health 
ministries, social workers, NGO's and 
elites of the area. So far, the UNICEF 
offices from Jalalabad, Kabul, 
Kandahar, Mazar-i-Sharif, Herat, 
Faizabad and others are busy in shifting 
of instruments and vaccines to each and 
every part of Afghanistan. The UNICEF 
is also planning to send teams from its 
Islamabad, Peshawar and Quetta of- 
fices to help their colleagues in the , 
campaign. A number of journalists fron , 
Islamabad and Peshawar were also ap^* 
proached for accompanying the 
UNICEF teams to various pa^ts of Af- 
ghanistan. The visa applications of the 
journalists are lying with the Afghai 
embassy in Islamabad. 
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drive to assess relief operations in the 
war-devastated country. 

All UN international workers were 
pulled out of Afghanistan in August last 
year following killings of three UN 
staff, two local workers and the third 
was an Italian military official. 

Bunker hinted that the UN also in- 
tends to send intemational staff to the 
central province of Bamiyan and north- 
em city of Mazar-e-Sharif shortly. 

In October last year the United Na- 
tions and Taliban inked a security agree- 
ment for the retum of the UN interna- 
tional staff. The agreement had bound 
the ruling Talibdn to provide protection 
to the UN staff, its premises and inves- 
tigate into the killing of the 3 UN staff 
members. In March, the UN announced 
plans to gradually send humanitarian 
workers back to Afghanistan after 
reaching an agreement with Taliban to 
ensure safety and security of the UN 
intemational and national staff. 

The UN Secretary General Kofi An- 
nan said last month that he would con- 
sider withdrawal of the UN staff from 
Afghanistan for the second time if Tal- 
iban leadership does not ensure securi- 
ty to them. He issued the warning in a 
report on Afghanistan to the UN Secu- 
rity Council and General Assembly. 
Taliban, he said, must fulfil its commit- 
ments to ensure the security of UN staff 
in Afghanistan and if they failed to keep 
this commitmait, he would consider with- 
drawing UN staff fixMn the country. 

UN officials emphasise that Taliban 
must fulfil their commitmwits tfiey have 
made concerning the security of UN staff. 
Unless there is clear evidence that all the 
. commitments made by the Taliban re- 
garding security have been carried out, 
UN would be compelled to review its 
decision about the retum of intemation- 
al staff of Afghanistan, he warned. 
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UN asks Afghan rivals 
to observe truce 



cVj ISLAMABAD (AFP) - The 
United Nations on Friday urged 
>^ the warring sides in Afghanistan 
S to observe a ceasefire during a 
forthcoming polio immunization 
CO campaign in the country. 

The campaign, involving 
19,000 volunteers and health 
workers, will be carried out 
from May 9 to 1 1 by the World 
. Health Organization (WHO) and 
go UN Children's Fund (UNICEF). 
Q All 4.3 Afghan children under 
D- five years are targeted in the 
program, with a second round of 
^ vaccination scheduled for May 
tJ 13-15, a UNICEF statement 
H said. 

2i Negoatiations have been held 
O with the Taliban authorities and 
the opposition northern alliance 
tx* to observe a truce for both 
rounds, it said. 

Polio is still endemic in 
Afghanistan and so far 85 polio 
cases h^ye been detected by a 
surveillaiice system which has 
been functioning since late 1997 
despite the conflict in the coun- 
try, the statement said. 

NNI adds: The Afghan oppo- 
sition alliance troops have con- 
solidated their gains in the north 
of Kabul by launching fresh of- 
fensives on the capital city of 
Kabul, a top military comman- 
der said Friday. 

The offensives have been 



launched from the districts of 
Guldara, Guzar, Sarrak-i-Nau 
and Sarrak-i-Kohna, General 
Sayed Hussain Anwari, Chief 
Military Commander Harrakat- 
e-Islami Afghanistan told this 
news agency from Takhar. 

General Anwari said the al- 
liance armies have succeeded in 
pushing back the Taliban in nu- 
merous districts. 

The Taliban's most severe set 
back occurred in Shakar Darra, 
where a prominent Taliban com- 
mander, Anwar Khan and his 
troops were dealt with a heavy 
blow and forced to retreat from 
the district. 

Another reports Afghan oppo- 
sition has set up a commission 
to decide the formation of a new 
cabinet and prime minister. 

The Leadership Council 
which went into session with 
Professor Rabbani in the chair in 
Kapisa province held threadbare 
discussions on current political 
and military situation in the 
country. 

According to a message faxed 
to this news agency by the oppo- 
sition commander General Syed 
Hussein Anwari from 
Afghanistan, the counqil agreed 
to adopt a conciliatory tone to- 
wards the Taliban and give pri- 
ority to peaceful means for the 
settlement of Afghan conflict. 



Afghans asked 
to observe truce 
for polio drive 



ISLAMABAD, May 7: The United 
Nations on Friday urged the war- 
ring sides in Afghanistan to observe 
ceasefire during the forthcoming 
polio immimization campaign. 

The campaign, involving 19,000 
volunteers and health workers, 
will be carried out from May 9 to 
11 by the World Health Organiza- 
tion (WHO) and UN Children's 
Fund (UNICEF). 

All 4.3 million Af^an/children 
under five years are targeted in the 
programme, with a second round of 
vaccination scheduled for May IS- 
IS, a UNICEF statement said. 

Negotiations have been held 
with the Taliban authorities and 
the opposition Northern Alliance 
to observe a truc^ for both rounds, 
it said. 

Polio is still endemic in 
Afghanistan and so far 85 cases 
have been detected by a surveil- 
lance system which has been func- 
tioning since late 1997 despite the 
conflict in the country, the state- 
ment said. — AFP 
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Anti-polio drive in Afjg^^ 



Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: First round of National 
Immunization Days (NIDs) against 
polio will be carried out from May 9- 
11 in Afghanistan under the auspices 
of UNICEI^ WHO and the ministry of 
public health. 

This important campaign will in- 
volve over 19,000 volunteers, health 
workers and social mobilisers. . 

All 4.3 million Afghan children 
under five years of age are targeted 
in both rounds for this year polio vac- 
cination campaign. In addition, about 
3.6 million children between 1-5 
years are expected to benefit from vi- 



tamin A supoUementation during the 
second round from June 13-15. 

Much progress has been made for 
reducing the number of polio cases 
globally from 35,251 in 1988 to 
3000 in 1998. PoUo is stiU endemic 
in Afghanistan. A surveillance system 
was established in September 1997, 
which continues to fimction despite 
the ongoing conflict and complex sit- 
uation inside Afghanistan. So far, 85* 
cases of confirmed pblio have been 
detected. 

Mass immunization campaigns 
and NIDs have been conducted in 
Afghanistan since 1994. Every year, 
days of tranquillity have been negoti- 



ated by the UN with all side in the 
conflict so thai: more children could 
be administered oral polio vaccine 
(OPV). In 1998, vaccination was 
provided m Bamyian through such 
negotiations, but^e northern region 
was not reached. 

This campaign is part of the on- 
gohig global commitment to eradi- 
cate polio by the end of this century. 
Provisions are being made for an in- 
tensified effort on 1999 and 2( 
with another set of NIDs later this 
year and two sets scheduled for 
May/Jime and Octobei/November in 
2000 — to attain polio eradication in 
Afighanistan. 



iraS HEWS mERNATIONAL 

0 8 M im 



Afghan opposition 
blames Taliban for 
Hazaras 'massacre' 

KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's op- 
position Saturday urged the United 
Nations to investigate alleged massa- 
cres of minority ethnic Hazaras fol- 
lowing a bloody crackdown on dissent 
by the ruling Taliban. . 

An opposition spokesman told AFP 
UN Special Rapporteur Karmal 
Hussein has been asked to iaunch an 
immediate investigation of these crimes 
against humanity.* 

'The Northern Alliance is now coop- 
erating with a number of human rights 
organisatioi)s in shedding further lighi^ 
on atnKities committed by the Taliban; 
in both Bamiyan and Herat,' the spokes- 
man said. 

Amnesty International has already 
confirmed it is probing the alleged 
deaths of 'hundreds of civilian fami- 
lies* at Bamiyan in central Afghanistan 
after it was recaptured by the militia on 
May 9. 

Afghan, Pakistan and independent 
western sources have confirmed some 
indiscriminate killings, and the razing 
of at least 250 homes in Bamiyan fol- 
lowing pitched battles for control of 
the city. 

The Taliban have declined to com- 
ment on the claims but have announced 
a successful crackdown on a rebellion 
in Herat which the militia claims was 
supported by neighbouring Iran. 

Witnesses said up to 25 bodies were 
strung by their feet in Herat's centre as 
a warning to other potential rebels. 

The Tdiban has told Iran to stop 
meddling in Afghan affairs. 

'Members of the group were not 
Hazaras alone, there were other people 
among them too in the plot organised 
by Iran. Such plots will be quashed in 
future as well,' a militia spokesman 
said in an official Radio Shariat broad- 
cast. ' 

'The vigilant security forces in Herat 
acted timely, killing and arresting the 
plotters, the plot was nipped iii the bud. 
One hundred and thirty heavy and light 
arms and quantities of ammunition sup- 
plied by Iran were seized,* it said. 

Amnesty International investigated 
alleged massacres iih Afghanistan last 
August and concluded the Taliban, who 
consist mainly of ethnic Pashtoon, had 
massacred up to 3,000 Hazaras in the 
northern city of Mazar-i-Sharif . 
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Other estmiates put the figure as high 
as 8,000. The Taliban has rejected the 
claims. Bamiyan and Herat also have 
large Hazara populations. 

Alliance commander General Sayed 
Hussain Anwari said the UN's pres- 
ence in Afghanistan could enhance its 
abiUty to complete an inquiry into the 
alleged atrocities at Herat and Bamiyan. 

He was referring to a UN evacuation 
of Afghanistan in August last year at 
about the same time die massacres at 
Mazar-i-Sharif took place. 

TTic evacuation was prompted by 
security isses and the UN returned in 
March. 



Afghan opposition 
agrees to 
polio truce 

KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's 
opposition northern alliance 
Saturday said it agreed in princi- 
ple to a proposed ceasefire which 
would allow the United Nations 
to undertake a polio vaccination 
project. 

He said an agreement was 
struck with the UN to allow in- 
noculations to begin on all 
Afghan children under the age of 
five and to take place in two phas- 
es on May 9- 1 1 and June 1 -3. 

, "If they ask us, in principle we 
agree because this is a humane is- 
sue," Abdullah said. . 

•*We will do our best, people's' 
health is their nutural right". 

The northern aliance is battling 
the hardline Islamic Taliban mili- 
tia, which controls more than 80 
percent of the country. 
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WHO'S anti-Polio drive 
fails to cover Afghanistan 



ISLAMABAD (NNT) - The 
United Nations could not 
achieve the required results of 
its recent polio vaccination 
campaign in the war-ravaged 
country, a UN spokesperson 
said on Sunday. 

"The World Health 
Organisation did not reach 
Hazarajat and Takhar province 
while achieved partial results 
in Parwan, Kapisa. Kunduz 
and Baghlan provinces." the 
spokesperson Stephanie 
Bunker told NNI. The result 
was very successful with vac- 
cination of Herat City. 

The UNICEF and WHO 
launched a massive three-day 
massive anti-polio immuniza- 
tion campaign in Afghanistan 
from May 9-11. A supplemen- 
tation during the second round 
is scheduled from 13-15 June. 

Under the auspices of 
UNICEF, WHO and the 
Ministry of Public Health, this 
important campaign involved 
over 19,000 volunteers, health 
workers and social mobilizers. 
All 4.3 million Afghan chil- 
dren under five years of age 
were targeted in both rounds 
for this year’s polio 



vaccination campaign. In addi- 
tion, about 3.6 million children 
between 1 year and 5 years old 
were benefited from vitamin 

Taliban and their opponents 
had given verbal assurances to 
the UNICEF to observe cease- 
fire during the vaccination 
campaign, however, they con- 
tinued fighting especially in 
the central Bamiyan, north- 
eastern Baghlan and northern 
provinces of Kunduz, Parwan 
and Kapisa. 

The United Nations had es- 
tablished a surveillance system 
in September 1997, which con- 
tinues to function despite the 
ongoing conflict and complex 
situation inside Afghanistan. 
So far, 85 cases of confirmed 
polio have been detected. 
According to a WHO official 
the cost of routine immuniza- 
tion programme is about $2 
million per year, while the 
National Immunization Days 
alone cost another $2 million. 
Mass immunization campaigns 
and NIDs have been conducted 
in Afghanistan since 1994. 

This campaign was part of 
the ongoing global commit- 
ment to eradicate polio by the 



end of the year 2000. 
Provisions are being made for 
an intensified effort in 1999 
and 2000 with another set of 
NIDs later this year and two 
sets scheduled for May/June 
and October/November in 
2000 to attain polio eradication 
in Afghanistan. 

Over 10 Non-Governmental 
Organizations and other UN 
agencies are mobilizing com- 
munities to ensure that parents 
take their children for the vac- 
cination. Immunization will be 
carried out through "OPV 
posts" established in public 
such as masques, madrasas, 
health posts or private houses 
where the target group will 
have relatively easy access. 

According to the 
Convention on the Rights of 
the Child, children have the 
right to health. Article 24 of 
the Convention calls upon 
States to give special emphasis 
on the provision of primary 
and preventive health care. 
' Further, Article 24 states that 
international co-operation 
should be encouraged to 
achieve every child's right to 
health. 



UN team visits Afghanistan 



ISLAMABAD, May 21: The mis- 
sion of United Nations Food Prog- 
ramme, on Thursday, completed its 
visit to Afghanistan. > 

This was stated by, Stephanie 
Bunker, a spokesperson for the 
"Office of the Coordination of Hu- 
manitarian Assistance to Afghan- 



istan" in a press briefing here on 
Friday. 

Stephanie said the mission after 
the completion of ifs visit tb assess 
the food requirements, reported 
that circumstances in Mazar Sharif 
were normal and the life was back 
on track there.— AFP 
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Afghan polio 
vaccination 
campaign 
starts 

KABUL, May 9: Tens of thou- 
sands of women went to vaccina- 
tion centres in Kabul on Sunday to 
have their children inoculated in a 
UN drive against polio. 

The two-phase U.N. campaign is 
being held in spite of the absence 
of a formal ceasefire to facilitate it 
between the Taliban and opposi- 
tion forces. 

"No ceasefire has been officially 
announced by any of the sides, 
sadly, but we have started the cam- 
paign," Dr Raffiqi of the U.N. 
Children's Fund (UNICEF) said. 

Women converged^ on mosques 
and government buildings bringing 
their children below the age of five 
for immunization. 

The UN appealed to the Taliban 
and the opposition alliance to 
observe a three-day ceasefire to 
allow it to vaccinate more than f our 
million children. 

Polio is widespread in 
Afghanistan, which has one of the 
highest infant mortality rates in the 
world. The campaign is part of a 
global drive to eliminate the dis- 
ease by the end of the century. 

The U.N. has stationed 19,000 
vaccinators across the country but 
faces huge logistical problems in 
reaching all vulnerable children in 
a country that has been at war for 
20 years. The campaign has been 
conducted every year in Afghanis- 
tan since 1994 with the observance 
of a truce by rival factions. 

The leader of the opposition 
forces, Ahmad Shah Masood, says 
his men will observe a three-day 
truce in the second phase of the 
campaign starting on June 13.— 
Reuters 
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First phase of 
polio campaign 
ends in 
Afghanistan 

KABUL, May 11: The United 
Nations on Tuesday ended the firet 
phase of an ambitious plan to rid 
Afghanistan of polio despite disrup- 
tions caused by fierce fighting 
between warring factions. 

More than 21,000 volunteers and 
health workers targeted 4.3 million 
children under the age of five for 
inoculation through a strategy 
devised by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and the iJN 
Chadren's Fund (UNICEF). 

Dr Mohammad Abdi Jama said 
the effort was part of international 
plans to eradicate polio but added 
that efforts were hampered by dvil 
war and a broken truce. 

He said it was difficult to assess 
the success of the programme in 
the Hazarajat region of central 
Afghanistan, where pitched battles 
resulted in the population of 
Bamiyan fleeing into the surrotmd- 
ing moimtains. 

The UN appealed to the Taliban 
and the Northern Alliance to 
observe a truce so that children 
could be inoculated. However, the 
Taliban laimched a major offensive 
in Hazarajat late Friday. 

"We need them to agree to a 
ceasefire. We've deployed more 
than 21,000 people to reach these 
kids and this is the most crippling 
disease the human race has .ever 
known," Jama said.— AFP 
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US firm begins 
installing phone 
link in 
Afghanistan 

KABUL, May 9: Two satellite 
earth stations have arrived in 
Afghanistan and will provide the 
country's first direct phone and 
internet links with the outside 
world, officials said on Sunday. 

Telephone System International 
(TSI) spokesman Michael Cedl said 
the stations would be based in 
Kabul and in the southern city of 
Kandahar, and limited phone ser- 
vices would begin in about a month. 

"This represents a serious com- 
mitment,** he said. "The moment 
the connections are made Afghanis- 
tan will be technically linked with 
the outside world.** 

Last month TSI announced it had 
struck a deal with Taliban to inte- 
grate local run-down phone services 
with new technology. This would 
enable the consumers to deal 
directly in and out of the coimtry. 
Cecil said one earth station would 
carry 500 lines from Kandahar 
while in Kabul services would 
depend on TSFs ability to interface 
the new technology. — ^AFP 



US denies sending 

commandos 
% Afghanistan 

By Our Staff Reporter 



ISLAMABAD - Lee James Irwin, the 
spokesman of US Embassy in Islama- 
bad, 4enied the reports that US had sent 
commandos to Afghanistan to find out 
the hideout of Saudi dissident Osama 
bin Laden, believed to be living in 
Afghanistan.*There is no truth is isuch 
stories," he said. He denied all the re- 
ports relating to the trip of three US 
commandos to Afghanistan and their 
subsequent disappearance.There were 
reports that three American comman- 
dos were found missing in the tribal 
area of South Waziristan, who were sup- 
posed to cross the border and search out 
the base of Saudi dissident Osama bin 
Laden in Afghanistan. ' 

The reports about the missing of the 
three US commandos came to limelight 
when Peshawar-based US diplomats 
visited Dera Ismail Khan last week. 
There was a general impression that the 
Peshawar-based US diplomats visited 
the area to find a clue to the three miss- 
ing Americans. 

Later, it was explained that the two 
visited D.I.Khan to bid farewell to the 
local officials as one of the two offi- 
cials was due to leave his present as- 
signment in Pakistan in July next. 



US welcomes Zaher 
Shah peace proposal 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
United States said Friday it wel- 
comed efforts by former Afghan 
king Zaher Shah to initiate a peac« 
process for his war-ravaged coun- 
try. Washington "welcomes efforts 
by Afghans, including those under- 
taken by the former kiiig and other 
moderates, to bring peace to their 
country." State Department 
spokesman James Rubin said in a 
statement. 

Zaher Shah, who ruled for more 
than four decades before he was 
toppled by his cousin ex-president 
Daud in 1973, announced from 
Rome late last month a plan to send 
a team of his advisers to meet 
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Afghanistan's ruling Taliban 
Islamic militia and its opponents. 

The plan envisages a meeting of 
30 to 35 Afghan personalities to 
di.scuss preparations for a Loya 
Jiiga (grand assembly) to find a ne- 
gotiated solution to the ongoing 
conflict. Almost immediately aft^ 
Zaher Shah's proposal was report- 
ed, the fundamentalist Taliban 
ridiculed the idea and its rival 
Northern Alliance said it was un- 
aware of the plan. 

'The aged and the ailing Zaher 
Shah, who has been living in Rome 
for the past 26 years still clings to 
false dreams," the Taliban's news- 
paper Anis wrote in a commentary. 
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US supports 
Zahir Shah 
proposal 

By Our Staff Correspondent 

WASHINGTON. May 14: The US 
on Friday welcomed the proposal 
by ex- king Zahir Shah of Afgha- 
nistan to convene a **loya jirga" to 
bring peace to his country. 

State Department spokesman 
Jamie Rubin said former king 
Zahir Shah had announced his pro- 
posal for peace by caUing a nation- 
al assembly or "loya jirga.** The 
US welcomes efforts by Afghans, 
including those undertaken by the 
former king and other moderates, 
to bring peace to their country. 
. The former king has instructed 
some of his advisors to contact the 
Taliban movement as well as the 
Northern Alliance to deliver an 
invitation to participate in this 
peace process, the statement said. 

The United States has long 
called on the Afghan factions to 
declare a cease-fire and, working 
with the United Nations, negotiate 
a political setdement resulting in a 
broad-based, multi-ethnic, repre- 
sentative government that 
respects international norms of 
behaviour on issues of concern 
including terrorism, drugs, and 
human rights, particularly the 
rights of women and girls. 

Rubin pointed out that Assistant 
Secretary of State for South Asian 
Affairs Karl F. Inderfurth said 
before the Senate on April 14, that 
only this kind of a government can 
bring to Afghanistan the peace it 
so sorely needs. 
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. US welcomes Zahir 

Shah's peace proposal 



WASHINGTON: The United States 
said Friday it welcomed efforts by 
former Afghan king Zaher Shah to 
initiate a peace process for his war- 
ravaged country. 

Washington Velcomes efforts by 
Afghans, including those undertaken 
by the former king and other mod- 
erates, to bring peace to their coun- 
try," State Department spokesman 
James Rubin said in a statement. 

Zaher Shah, who ruled for more 
than four decades before he was 
toppled by his cousin ex-president 
Daud in 1973, announced from 
Rome late last month a plan to send 
a team of his advisers to meet 
Afghanistan's ruling Taliban Islamic 
militia and its opponents. 

The plan envisages a meeting of 
30 to 35 Afghan personalities to dis- 
cuss preparations for a Loya Jirga 



(grand assembly) to find a negoti- 
ated solution to the ongoing con- 
flict. 

Almost immediately after Zaher 
Shah's proposal was reported, the 
Taliban ridiculed the idea and its 
rival Northern Alliance said it was 
unaware of the plan. 

"The aged and the ailing Zaher 
Shah, who has been living in Rome 
for the past 26 years still clings to 
false dreams," the Taliban's newspa- 
per Anis wrote m a commentary. 

Anis, which pushes the religious 
militia's official policy, said the ex- 
king was responsible for harming 
Afghansitan and was refusing to give 
up thoughts of "controlling the des- 
tiny of its people". 

In Wastdngton, Rubin noted that 
the United States had long been 
pushing for all the Afghan factions 



to declare a ceasefire and work with 
the United Nations to negotiate a 
political setdement to the long-run- 
ning conflict. 

He called for all sides to build on 
Zaher Shah's proposal and reach an 
agreement that would result in a 
"broad-based, multi-ethnic, repre- 
sfentative government that respects 
international nonns of behavior on 
issues of concern including terror- 
ism, drugs, and human rights, par- 
ticularly the rights of women and 
girls." 

Washington has been harshly 
critical of the Taliban's policies to- 
ward women and has been pressing 
the militia to sever ties with 
and expel Osama bin Laden, the 
Saudi millionaire it blames for last 
year's East Africa embassy bomb- 
ings.— AFP 
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accuses Taliban of 
excesses in Bamiyan 



ISLAMABAD, May 27: Initial 
investigations backed claims that 
Taliban guards systematically 
killed innocent civilians after they 
recaptured the central Afghan dty 
of Bamiyan, Amnesty International 
said on Thursday. 

The human rights watchdog also 
said troops from the opposition 
Northern Alliance had "beaten bru- 
tally" ordinary people in the city 
and hit out at the international 
community for witnessing the 
"massacres of civilians without 
making any meaningful effort to 
protect them." 

"Prior to the Taliban's most 
recent recapture of the city of 
Bamiyan from the opposition forces 
on May 9, the majority of people 
fled to the surrounding mountains 
with whatever belongings they 
could take with them," Amnesty 
said in a statement from London 
received here. 

"According to reports received 
by Amnesty International, many of 
those who stayed behind were later 
the targets of systematic killings by 
the Taliban guards arriving in the 
city. 

"Estimates of the alleged killings 
vary widely but hundreds of men, 
and in a few instances women and 
children, are reported to have been 
separated from their families and 
taken away with no further traces 
of them," Amnesty said. 

Amnesty said the reports fol- 



lowed disturbing pattern similar 
to abuses committed after the 
Taliban's capture of Mazar-i-Sharif 
in Augiist last year. 

Last^year Amnesty alleged that 
up to $,000 ethnic Hazaras were 
massacred after the Taliban cap- 
tured t)ie dty on Aug 8. 

The opposition Northern 
Alliance has daimed that hundreds 
of dvilian families were massacred 
and up; to 250 homes were burnt to 
the ground, in some cases with 
their o/ccupants still inside, after 
the Taliban militia retook Bamiyan 
dty. ' 

But the rights group said: 
"Amnesty International has also 
received reports of human rights 
abuses' against the dvilian popula- 
tion committed by anti-Taliban 
forces diiring the three-week peri- 
od (April 21 and May 9) when they 
were in Control of Bamiyan and sur- 
roundiiig areas. 

^ "These indude severe beating of 
people suspected of collaborating 
with the Taliban, arbitrary deten- 
tion of dozens of civilians, and ill- 
treatnient of their family mem- 
bers," }t said. 

Amnesty noted that Taliban 
leader. Mullah Mohammad Omar, 
has condemned the house burnings 
.and sdd it was done in retaliation 
by the anti-Taliban forces, while 
making no statement about the 
alleged massacres by the Taliban 
forces.^AFP 



Taliban killed ciyilians in 
Bamiyan: Amnesty 



ISLAMABAD (AFP) - Initial inves- 
tigations backed claims that Taliban 
guards systematically killed innocent 
civilians after they recaptured the cen- 
tral Afghan city of Bamiyan, Amnesty 
International said Thursday. 

The human rights watchdog also said 
troops from the opposition Northern 
Alliance had *beaten brutally* ordi- 
nary people in the city and hit out at the 
international community for witness- 
ing the *massacres of civilians without 
making any meaningful effort to pro- 
tect them.' *Prior to the Taliban's most 
^•ecent rec^ture of the city of Bamiyan 
from the opposition forces on 9 May, 
the majority of people fled to the sur- 
rounding mountains with whatever be- 
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longings they could take with them,' 
Amnesty said in a statement from Lon- 
don received here. *AccQrdiQg to r^xMts 
received by Amnesty Inemational, many 
of those who stayed behind weie later the 
taigetsof systematickillin/zsbylheTaliban 
guaixis arriving in the dty. 

'Estimates of the allege Ikillmgs vary 
widely but hundreds of men, and in few 
instances women and children, are re- 
ported to have been separated from 
their families and taken away with no 
further traces of them,' Amnesty said. 

But Amnesty said the reports fol- 
lowed a distuibing pattern similar to 
abuses committed after the Taliban's 
capture of the northern city of Mazar- 
i-Sharif in August 1998. 
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Uzbek-Iran accord on 
Afghan peace efforts 



TASHKENT, May 6: Uzbek 
President Islam Karimov and 
Iranian Foreign Minister Kamal 
Kharazzi agreed on a joint effort to 
achieve peace in neighbouring 
Afghanistan, a spokesman at the 
Iranian embassy in Tashkent said 
on Thursday. 

Kharazzi, who wrapped up a two- 
day visit to the Central Asian 
republic on Thursday, and Karimov 
said they would seek a peaceful 
solution to the conflict through the 
UN Security Council, said the 
spokesman, who declined, to be 
identified. 

*'£ven if all of Afghanistan is 
seized by the Taliban, Uzbekistan 
and Iran will... insist on a solution 
of this issue through the UN 
Security Council,'* he said. 



The spokesman declined to 
reveal details of the talks between 
Karimov and Kharazzi. 

Iran, opposed the Taliban, who 
control about 80 percent of 
Afghanistan, has preached regional 
cooperation, especially with the 
help of Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. 

But so far regional efforts have 
not been successful in finding a 
solutioil 

A meeting of a contact group 
that includes Russia, the United 
States and the six countries border- 
ing Afghanistan — the former 
Soviet republics of Uzbekistan, 
Turkmenistan and Tajikistan, 
Pakistan and China and Iran — had 
been scheduled to meet in 
Tashkent this spring, but has been 
postponed to this summer. — AFP 



Tehran denies border 
clashes with Afghaxdstan 



TEHRAN: Iran denied reports of mil- 
itary dashes with Afganistan, the of- 
fidal news agency IRNA said Tbesday. 

"Iranian forces are stationed in the 
eastern regions of the country and 
only iatervene to pursue and arrest 
bandits and drug-txaffickers infUtrat- 
ing into Iranian territory,'* an interior 
minis^ official said. 

Afghanistan's ruling Taliban mili- 
tia Monday accused banian troops of 
entering the western Afghain 
provinces of Furah and Herat on 
Thursday The troops "carried out mO- 
itary operations against innocent 
Afghan civilians," according to a 
protest note handed to Iranian diplo- 
mats in Pakistan. 

The Iranian press reported Mon- 
day that 27 Afghans, described as 
'armed bandits' were kiHed in the pre- 
vious two days dufing an extensive 
Iranian military operation in the east^ 



ern Iranian region of Torbat-e-Hey- 
darieh. 

•Armed bandits" is a term gener- 
ally used in Iran to refer to drug-traf- 
fickers from Afghanistan. Tehran be- 
lieves that Af^ian drug-traffickers 
export massive quantities of opium 
and heroin via Iran. 

Afghanistan is the world's num- 
ber-one opium producer. The TWiban 
control some 80 per cent of the terri- 
tory, including the main opium pro- 
duction areas. 

Relations between the Taliban and 
Iran have remained strained since the 
murder of nine Iranian diplomats in 
August last year when the Taliban 
seized Mazar-i-Sharif in northern 
Afghanistan from the opposition al- 
liance. Iran recognizes the govern- 
ment of former president Burhanud- 
din Rabbani ousted by the Taliban 
after the faU of Kabul in 1996. — AFP 



l\irkmemstaii to 
suppply power 
to Afghanistan 

KABUL (AFP) - Turkmenistan has 
agreed to supply power to Taliban- 
held provinces in western and south- 
western Afghanistan, an official report 
said Sunday. 

Deputy Foreign Minister Mawlawi 
Abdurahman 2^hed said a protocol 
would be signed * soon/ the ruling 
Taliban militia* s Hey wad newspaper 
reported. Zahed, who is Turkmenistan 
at the head of a Taliban delegation, has 
already met with Turkmen Foreign 
Minister Boris Sheikhmuradov and 
other senior officials. 

He discussed oil, gas and power sup- 
ply to energy-starved Afghanistan, as 
•well as cooperation in civil aviation, 
Heywad saijl. 

*God willing, aprotocol will be signed 
soon with Turkmenistan,' 21ahed said. 

Under the accord the neighbouring 
Central Asian republic would extend 
the power line to western Herat and 
southwestern Kandahar and Helmand 
provinces, the paper said. Afghanistan 
generates electricity from dams, many 
damaged in 20 years of war. The depleted 
supply is insufficient to meet demands of 
local people, who rely on kerosene, 
firewood and coal for cookingand heating. 

Zahed did not say when the project 
would start or how it would be fi- 
nanced. 

The newspaper ^ajid the two coun- 
tries would discuss improving of infra- 
structure in Afghanistan. 

Herat, the second major Afghan city 
after Kabul, borders Turkmenistan, 
which enjoys good relations with the 
Taliban. 
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Pakistan's Afghan 
poUcy criticised 



ByQasimShah 

PESHAWAR: The Afghan problem 
should be left to the Afghans for solu- 
tion as all the imposed solutions have 
failed to bring peace in the country, 
said speakers on the concluding day 
of a two-day national conference on 
foreign policy of Pakistan here on 
Hiesday. 

The conference, which was organ- 
ised by tiie international relations de* 
partment, University of Pfeshawar, to 
evaluate the country's foreign policy, 
was addressed by many eminent 
scholars. 

Expert on Afghan affairs Lt Gen 
(Retd) Kamal Mattinuddin described 
itie Ps^-Afghan relations in its histori- 
cal perspedive and said since the very* 
beginiung relations between the two 
countries were strained by the 
Pukhtunistan issue. Taking about the 
recent situation in Afghanistan, he said 
IMban were a ground reality and have 
to be taken into account He criticised 
Pakistan's Afghan policy and said Pak- 
istan was trying to secure a role of 
king maker in Afghanistan. He sug- 
gested that the options of Loya Jirga 
and Zahir Shah should be taken into 
account for solving the issue. About 
the Central Asian policy of the country 
he said that it should be goveaiunent- 
controfled and not privatised one. 

Dr Riffat Hussain said causes for 
the ongoing civil war in Afghanistan 
could be traced back to tiie text of ti:ie 
flawed Geneva Accord. He said Pak- 
istan was lacking a clear policy to- 
wards the Central Asian Republics 
(CARs). He stressed the government 
to follow a cautious attitude in its re- 
lations witii CARs in the field of de- 
fence as it might embarrass the Rus- 



sians. 

Dr Khalida Ghaus from the Uni- 
versity of Karachi, while presenting 
her paper on Pak policy towards west 
Asia, said our policy remained at min- 
imum level towards west Asian states. 
She added the country's foreign pol- 
icy should have two levels where one 
should concentrate on the short term 
objectives and the other address long 
term objectives. She observed that 
P^ikistan needed to reevaluate its for- 
eign policy priorities in the post cold 
war era. 

Former ambassador Maqbool 
Bhatti presented his paper focusing 
on the Pakistan-Iran relations. He 
hoped that now after some period of 
distiurbances bilateral relations of the 
two countries were going towards 
normalisation. He suggested that 
both the countries must avoid rivalry 
in CARs and should seek mutuallb^ 
agreed solution for the Afghan cwil 
war. He stressed on the people to 
people contact between the countries 
to improve their relations. 

Afi^an scholar Rasool Amin said 
that Pakistan should take initiative to 
bring different warring factions in 
Afghanistan to tiie negotiating table. 
Another Afghan scholar Dr Anwar 
Hadi was of the opinion that Pak- 
istan's Afghioi policy was flawed and 
needed re-evaluation as masses in 
Afghanistan were considering Pak- 
istan as a colonial power trying to get 
something more than good w^ of the 
rulers at Kabul. 

At tiie end of the conference, three 
different groups comprising the stu- 
dents of the IR department presented 
their suggestions compiled under the 
auspices of the scholars present on 
the occasion. 



Pakistan to 
rebuild part 
of Afghan 
highway 

ISLAMABAD, May 22: Pakistan 
will help rehabilitate a 10-kilome- 
tre stretch of the dilapidated 
Jalalabad-Kabul road in Afghanis- 
tan under an agreement signed 
here on Saturday, officials said. 
I The agreenient was signed by 
I deputy minister for public works in 
the Taliban government, Maulvi 
Saaduddin Saeid, and a senior 
! Pakistani foreign^lninistry official, 
an official statenCient said. 

A 10-kilometre portion of the 
road will be rebuilt this year and 
more funds will be naade available 
for the project later, it said. 

The road, which links northwest 
Pakistto with Kabul via Jalalabad, 
was badly damaged during the 
1979-89 'liberation war against the 
occupation of Afghanistan by the 
former Soviet Union. 

NNI learnt from its soiurces that 
the construction would cost Rs. 30 
million. More funds wiU also be 
allocated in the next financial year. 
Construction will begin on Jime 1 
and wiU compete within 6 months. 
In the first phase road between 
Daranto to Sarkando would be 
rehabilitated on the main Jalal- 
abad-Kabul highway. 

Public Works Ministry of Afghan- 
istan will manage this project under 
technical supervision of National 
Highway 'Authority of Pakistan.— 
AFP/NNI 
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More foreigners visit 
Afghan border areas 



By Allah Nawaz Khan 



DERA ISMAIL KHAN. May 14: 
More foreign nationals have been 
noticed visiting the D.I. Khan and 
Tank areas lately for some unspeci- 
fied reasons especially following 
the visit of two US consulate offi- 
cers from Peshawar on May 6. The 
two US consulate officials during 
their stay in D.I. Khan and Tank 
had met the commissioner and the 
political agent, South Waziristan. 

The latest to visit this remote 
southern district of NWFP on 
Thursday was the Australian High 
Commissioner in Pakistan, Mr 
Geoffrey Allen, who was accompa- 
nied by Mrs Allen. They were .close- 
ly followed by some other foreign- 
ers holding British, Swiss and Irish 
passports. 

The foreigners in the area had 
same destination — Zhob in 
Balochistan which is situated near 
Afghan border with Pakistan. A 
non-metalled road connects Zhob 
with Afghan province of Ghazni 
and has been used frequently by 
visitors both local and Afghans. 

Incidentally, the road from D.I. 
Khan to 2hoh, popularly known as 
Fort Sandeman Road, passes 
through the interior of South 
Waziristan tribal area and it is con- 
sidered unsafe for travel without 
proper armed escort. The road 
winds up from Jandola to Razmak, 
then on to Wana in the Waziristan 
tribal area then reaching Zhob bor- 
der district 

It is for the first time that such 
activity has been observed in this 
area which had virtually remained 
out of boimds even for the locals. 
Both locals and foreigners are not 
allowed to use the road without 
of fidal escort. 

On Thursday evening the 
Australian High Commissioner and 
Mrs Allen arrived at the local 
Circuit House which is separated 
by a wall to the Commissioner 
house. After overnight stay the cou- 
ple left for Zhob. Their visit had 
been duly cleared by the divisional 
commissioner under orders 
received from the Interior Ministry 
and the NWFP home and tribal 
affairs department. 

The Australians all the while 
stayed in D.I. Khan and the High 
Commissioner was seen to be imder 
strict surveillance of a secret 
agency. However, early Friday 
morning Mr Geoffrey Allen rather 
surreptitiously left the Circuit 
House in his car and returned after 
about 90 minutes. 

Incidentally the political agent. 
South Waziristan, Arbab 
Mohammad Hanif was also in D.I. 
Khan on Thursday and Friday. The 
government sources later termed 
as significant the presence of the 



political agent in the house adja- 
cent to that of commissioner's 
house. 

However, talking to Dawn on 
telephone the commissioner, Syed 
Mazhar Ali Shah, denied his meet- 
ing with the visiting foreign digni- 
tary. He said that the political 
agent was in D.I. Khan in connec- 
tion with a meeting with him which 
had nothing to do with the visit of 
the High Commissioner. 

To a question the commissioner 
said that the road to Zhob having 
been developed in a top class met- 
alled road now provides the short- 
est route to Balochistan and hence 
it was being frequently used by 
both locals and foreigners. 

Meanwhile, four other foreign 
nationals were also in D.L Khan at 
the same time and their destination 
was also Zhob. It was not known 
whether they were cleared by high- 
er authorities in Islamabad or 
Peshawar. One of them was identi- 
fied as Mr Peter Euro, an Irish 
passport holder (Passport No 70- 
78634) who used a 350cc motorcy- 
cle bearing registration No DL-25E- 
4411 for the journey. He stayed at 
the local Rose Hotel for the night 
from where he checked out early 
Friday morning. 

Another couple, Mr Alan and Ms 
Cendy with British passports 
passed the night in their vehicle No 
S-176ESU within the Rose Hotel's 
premises and reportedly left for 
Zhob on Friday morning. 

Another visitor was Mr Sec 
Ponaw Patrigak, holder of Swiss 
passport who was also travelling on 
a 350cc motorcycle No MH-OIZ- 
4365. This gentleman stayed at the 
Jan's Hotel for the ni#t and he, 
too, left for Zhob in the morning. 

Some intelligence agency people 
said that somehow the foreigners 
seem to have discovered the hide- 
out of Osama bin Laden and a fur- 
ther probe was on. Incidentally, 
one of the three Americans who 
had crossed over into Afghanistan 
via South Waziristan in mysterious 
circumstances was found dead on 
the Tajik border in Afghanistan 
and his body was later banded over 
to American officials. 

DENIAL: A Foreign Office spo- 
kesman on Friday described as, 
"false and baseless," a news appe- 
aring in a section of the press about 
the presence of US commandos and 
a US base in North Western parts 
of Pakistan, adds APP. 

When contacted, be said, the 
report was, "figment of imagina- 
tion," as there was no such pres- 
ence anywhere in Pakistan, he said. 

A section of the press on Thurs- 
day had claimed that US comman- 
dos had been sighted iiv Waziri stan . 
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Pakistan believes in dialogues with India 

West must help 
Afghans: Shamshad 



From Our Correspondent 

LAHORE-Foreign Secretary Sham- 
shad Ahmad has called upon the inter- 
national community, especially the 
West, to help Afghan people in meet- 
ing out their basic needs before press- 
ing for the human rights issues. 

The Foreign Secretary was talking to 
the newsmen here at Lsiiore Airport on 
Saturday immediately after his arrival 
from Singapore, along with the other 
members of Prime Minister entourage 
which visited Brunei and Singapore. 

Shamshad who talked quite candidly 
on various foreign policy issues, said it 
was ironic that Afghanistan, which 
played a vital role for the West towards 
the end of cold war, had been left to its 
own when it badly needs the support 
of those countries which exploited for 
their own gains. 

He said the international community 
instead of raising the issue of human 
rights should provide the much needed 
basic amenities to Afghan people. 

He said once their basic needs are met 
the larger issues of human rights and 
democracy could be addressed. 

Commenting upon the Prime Min- 
ister's visit to Sing^re and Brunei,he 
said the basic aim of these visits was to 
upgrade economic cooperation with 
these countries which had unique posi- 
tion in the ASEAN region and in this 
respect the visits had been a great suc- 
cess. 

He said in Brunei a Joint Ministerial 
Commission (JMC) was set to evolve a 
framework for economic cooperation in 
various sectors of economy. He said this 
Commission would meet before the end 
of this year. He said the visit was also 
very helpful in enlightening the top 
businessmen about the investment op- 
portunities and policies in Pakistan. 

In Singapore which has been a mod- 
el for the developing countries, the busi- 
ness community was briefed about 
scope of investment in Pakistan, he add- 
ed. To a question if something mean- 



ingful came out of these visits, die For- 
eign Secretary said such visits did not 
produce quick results, but they went a 
long way in building economic relations 
on strong footing. 

He said these countries assured that 
they would support Pakistan in its quest 
for the nj^mbership of ASEAN as ^Sec- 
torial Dialogue Partner". 

Responding to a question about the 
outcome of Prime Minister's visit to 
Moscow, he said perhaps fastest follow- 
up action had been taken to realise alj 
the goals set in that visit Already a Joint 
Ministerial Commission was in place, 
a negotiation on Afghanistan pro- 
glassed and a delegation from Tartaris- 
tan led by its Deputy Prime Minister had 
already visited Pakistan to explore busi- 
ness opportunities. 

He said this visit also broke the long 
inertia which had been wimessed in 
Pak-Russia relations since the creation 
of Pakistan and the leadership of both 
the countries felt that it was time to hur- 
ry the hatchet and make a new begin- 
ning. 

To a question about making the 
S AARC effective, he said it was due to 
the Indian hegemonic designs which 
had impeded this grouping to realise its 
aims and objectives. 

Commenting upon suspension of 
Indo-Pak talks, he said in India the po- 
litical situation had been very uncertain. 
He hoped that once the situation be- 
cause clear the dialogue would be start- 
ed from the point where it was left. 

He said Pakistan strongly believed 
that all the outstanding disputes should 
be resolved tiirough negotiations. He 
said die nuclearisation of the Sub-con- 
tinent made it all die more important 
that the two countries should sit and talk 
as war was not the solution of the prob- 
lems. 

About the upcoming visit of Prime 
Minister to China he said this visit 
would furtiier strengdien the two coun- 
tries* relations. He said both countries 
had common perception on internation- 
al and regional issues. 
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Taliban bomb 
opposition bases 
after losing ground 



' KABUL (AFP) -Taliban jets bombed 
northeastern Afghanistan's Takhar 
province Monday killing 10 civilians 
and wounding 70 others as opposition 
forces in a pre-dawn attack seized some 
areas in neighbouring Kunduz, 2^ anti- 
Taliban sources said. 

Taliban planes carried out four sorties . 
on Taloqan city, the provincial capital 
of Takhar hitting shopping centres when 
resictents were in the bazaar, a senior 
opposition spokesman Abdullah said 

The raids left 10 people dead and 
more than 70 injured, he said adding 
that most of the victims were villagers 
who had come from adjoining areas 
including Badakhshan province to the 
city's popular weekly market. 

Abdullah said the air strikes came 
after forces of northern military 
strongman Ahmad Shah Masood 
launched an attack from Takhar 
against the Taliban-held Kunduz 
province. 

They dismanded the religious mili- 
tia's frontlines on the main road and 
advanced seven kilometers west of 
the key town of Khanabad, he added. 

*Our forces captured Puli Bangi on 
the main road,' he said, adding the op- 
eration was *actively supported by popu- 
lar uprising* in the area. 

He said 32 Taliban fighters were killed 
and 82 wounded while 18 were taken 



prisoner. 

No independent confirmation was 
immediately available for the opposi- 
tion claim. The spokesman put the dli- 
ance losses at seven killed and 12 
wounded. 

Abdullah said heavy fighting was 
going on around Khanabad, which cchi- ' 
trols access to Kunduz city strategically 
located on the Tajikistan border. 

He said a small district of Aq Tepa, 
north of Kunduz city, also fell to Masood 
supporters after *the local population 
rose against the Taliban.' 

Taliban soldiers based in Kunduz 
launched two counter-attacks to recover 
the lost territory including a large area 
on both sides of the Kunduz-Takhar 
road but they remained ^unsuccessful,' 
he said. 

No Taliban spokesman was imn^- 
ately available for comment. • 

Taliban control about 75 per cent of 
Afghanistan while the opposition alli- 
ance holds several provinces in north- 
ern Afghanistan. 

Abdullah said the Taliban militia at- 
tacked four opposition posts in Guldara 
district 25 kilometers north of Kabul 
late Sunday but the attacks were blunted. 

The hardline Taliban last month lost 
control of central Bamiyan province to \ 
the opposition Hezb-i-Wahdat faction 
of mainly Shia Muslims. 



Taliban foil 
opposition assault 
in north of Kabul 

KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's 
Taliban militia repulsed an overnight 
attack by supporters of opposition com- 
mander Ahmad Shah Masood on 
tontlines north of Kabul, militia com- 
manders said Sunday. 

There were also rocket attacks on 
Kabul's military and civilian airport 
Sunday afternoon. Residents said three 
people — a farmer and two cfrivers — 
were wounded. They said they believed 
the rockets were Hred by Masood' s 
troops in the Shamali plain, 25 
kilometers north of the capital. 

They launched an attack last night, 
which was repulsed,' MuUa Abdul Nafe, 
a Talibffii commander on the so-c^ed 
Old Road i^nt, told reporters. 

He said the tontlines remained un- 
changed even though the fighting, in 
which heavy artillery was used, contin- 
ued ttut>ughout the night. 

There was^no independent confirma- 
ticm and an opposition spokesman was 
not available for comment, i " > - >' 

The iK^rthem frontlines liltye been 
quiet for the past few m6ntt» despite 
fighting in other parts of the country. 

Late last month Hezb-i-Wahdat, part 
of Masood' s northern alliance, recap- 
tured die central province of Bamiyan 
from the Taliban after eight months. 

Taliban troops control about 75 per 
cent of the country. 
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Rs 4.2 billion 
loss suffered 
on account of 
Afghan trade 



By Our Correspondent 



ISLAMABAD. May 30: A duty 
loss of Rs 4.2 billion has been 
recorded by the Government of 
Pakistan in July-April, nine 
months of the current financial 
year, on account of exempted 
imports imder the Afghan Transit 
Trade Agreement. 

The CBR records indicate that 
imports valuing Rs 17.5 billion 
have been made for transshipment 
to Kabul during these 10 months 
of the current fiscal. These goods 
fell in the range of 50 broad cate- 
gories, mainly motor oil, motor 
vehicles, electric goods, watches 
and merchandise of hundreds of 
small items. 

The month-wise duty loss on 
leviable value of these imports 
recorded from July 1998 to April 
1999 has been as follows: Rs 260 
million (July 1998); Rs 290 million' 
(August 1998); Rs 360 million 
(September 1998); Rs 400 million 
(October 1998); Rs 425 million 
(November 1998); Rs 440 million 
(December 1998); Rs 480 million 
(January 1999); Rs 520 million 
(February 1999); Rs 525 million 
(March 1999), Rs 500 million 
(April 1999). 

Latest reports on these imports 
indicate that in July-April period 
of the current fiscal year, these 
imports were valued at Rs 4.9 bil- 
lion higher than in the same peri- 
od last year. During these 10 
months, clearance of Rs 13.8 bil- 
lion worth of ATTA goods has 
been reported by the Customs val- 
uation/appraisement authorities. 
The April 1999 clearances of such 
goods was valued at Rs 1.297 bil- 
lion. Items of 47 categories with 
635 bills of entries were cleared in 
April. 

The duty-free import of motor 
vehicles in this month was of Rs 
193.45 million (659 packages); 
motor oil Rs 163 million (154,466 
packages); simdry goods Rs 105.6 
million (36,993 cartons); electric 



goods Rs 132.46 million (44,982 
cartons); bicycles and parts Rs 
20.2 million (10,042 cartons); gen- 
eral items Rs 53.1 miUion (34,389 ' 
cartons); green tea Rs 91.78 mil- ^ 
lion (32,497 packets); battery cells 
Rs 26.83 million (35,699 packets); 
glassware/dinner sets/porceldin 
ware Rs 61.4 million (65,659 sets); 
hardware Rs 15.48 million (16,638 
packets); pad locks Rs 20.71 mil- 
lion (6,338 packets); steel sheets 
Rs 28.91 mayon (3,257 bundles); 
vacuum flasks Rs 16.23 million 
(6,702 cartons>; karyana bob Rs 
26.65 million (11,179 cartons); 
footwear Rs 8.76 million (4,279 
cartons); video cassettes Rs 32.77 
million (20,526 packets); hardware 
Rs 15.48 milHon (16,638 packets); 
tape recorders Rs 4.43 million 
(1,313 cartons); used telephone 
sets Rs 25.11 million (2,104 car- 
tons); medicines Rs 1.93 million 
(100 cartons); stationery Rs 9 mil- 
lion (5,762 cartons); tooth paste Rs 
9 million (5,120 cartons); cosmetics 
Rs 15.9 million (9,782 cartons); 
PVC tapes Rs 0.302 million (600 
cartons); bulbs and tube-lights Rs 
8.82 million (13,763 cartons); shoe 
polish Rs 11.73 milUon (22,70 car- 
tons); black pepper Rs 40.65 mil- 
lion (20,526 cartons); garments 
and accessories Rs 25.63 million 
(10,923 cartons); water pumps Rs 
31.26 million (862 cartons); 
almonds Rs 12.78 million (5,419 
cartons), electric irons Rs 9.45 mil- 
lion (6,055 cartons); mumjama 
fends Rs 9.18 million (1,571 car- 
tons); betel nuts Rs 8.24 million 
(1,483 cartons); sugar Rs 7.39 bil- 
lion (9,600 bags); generators Rs 
7.22 miUion (828 W/cases). 

Other major items valuing less 
than Rs 4 mUUon include lanterns, 
tiles, sewing machines, shaving 
blades, foodstuff,, kitchenware, 
microwave ovens, medicines, weld- 
ing electrodes, milk powder, car- 
pets, toys, umbrellas, tiles and 
PVC tape. 
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Admn asked to 
restrict Afghan 

refugees to camps 



F.P. Report 

MANSEHRA - The traders and 
shopkeepers associations of 
Mansehra have huried an ultimatum 
that if the Afghan refugees were not 
restricted to their camps within 15 
days, the local administration will 
be responsible for any sorts of law 
and order situation. 

A joint meeting of the Markazi 
anjuman-e-Tajran, the shopkeepers 
and the butchers association held 
here on Saturday at a local hotel, 
which was addressed by Malik 
Sajjad president and Sadiq Saraf, 
general secretary of the Markazi 
Anjuman-e-Tajran, Abdul Waheed. 
general secretary of the Butchers 
Association and the shopkeepers 
representatives Soofi Gohar Aman 
and Muhammad Zakryya. 

The speakers said for the last 21 
years they had been hosting these 
Afghan brothers, but in turn they 
had given them the gifts of heroin 
and klashinkov culture besides in- 
curring heavy loss to their business- 
es. 

They said that the Afghan 
refugees had occupied all positions 
right from the humblest jobs to busi- 
ness and transport rendering the lo- 
cal people jobless who pay heavy 
taxes to the state. The Anjuman-e- 



Tajran representatives came hard 
down on the local administration for 
dispossessing the local people of 
their small businesses, whose chil- 
dren according to them were starv- 
ing to death. 

Soofi Gohar, claimed that a num- 
ber of Afghan refugees had man- 
aged to get Pakistani national identi- 
ty cards and had purchased huge 
properties. "Our sons despite work- 
ing in overseas countries cannot 
purchase even a single inch of land 
but the Afghan refugees besides 
purchasing property are openly run- 
ning the lucrative business of elec- 
tronics and the contraband items," 
he said. 

He maintained that the Afghan 
refugees were doing all that on the 
black money earned through the 
heroin and other drugs and the ille- 
gal business of arms. 

A unanimous resolution was 
adopted in the meeting warning that 
if Afghan refugees were not restrict- 
ed to their camps within 15 days, 
the local administration would itself 
be responsible for the conse- 
quences. 

The resolution also demanded 
immediate transfer of Assistant 
Commissioner Mansehra, 
Mahmood Kharal. 



Taliban's rivals seeking peace 



By Our Correspondent 



ISLAMABAD, May 19: Minister 
of State for Foreign Affairs Siddi- 
que Kanju informed the National 
Assembly Committee on Foreign 
Affairs that the Taliban had recap- 
tured Bamiyan and some elements 
in the hostile forces were trying to 



seek* rapproachnaent with the 
Taliban. The minister was briefing 
the committee here on Wednesday 
in the Parliament house. 

Oii the CTBT, the committee was 
reminded of prime minister's state- 
ment in New York last year. 
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Kosovo issue will sap s 
funds for Afghanistan 



KABUL (AFP) - Massive foreign 
aid demands in Kosovo have exacted a 
toll on Afghanistan and further com- 
plicated life for aid groups, already 
struggling to re-establish themselves 
here. 

* Yeah, Fm mad because they haven' t 
sent me my money because of Kosovo 
and that means I haven't been able to 
pay my staff, pay for my supplies and ! 
owe people money,' American aid 
worker Mary MacMakin said. 

As the director for Physiotherapy 
and Rehabilitation Support for Afghani- 
stan (PARS A), MacMakin, a 70-year- 
old grandmother, is responsible for 
wool spinning cooperatives run by 
women. She also relies on the funding 
body United States Agency for Inter- 
national Development (USAID) to run 
other programmemes which include 
training illiterate orphans for appren- 
ticeships in the electrical trades. 

*The work is going on but the fund- 
ing is precarious,' she says. 

Her sentiments are echoed by many 
aid workers who see Kosovo emerging 
as a rival for scarce funds, and as an 
unfortunate distraction which is slow- 



ing down the bureaucrats who allocate 
aid. According to the UN High Com- 
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR). it 
needs 143 million dollars for its imme- 
diate efforts in helping 750,000 refu- 
gees who have fled Kosovo. - 

Total pledges exceeded 100 naiEion 
dollars following an urgent appeal to 
Western governments a week ago. 

* Any time there's another humani- 
tarian crisis it obviously detracts atten- 
tion from Afghanistan, and Kpsovo is 
holding the worid's attention now,' 
said PACTEG airiines Kabul director 
David Brooks. PACTEC is a non-profit 
airline and communications support 
group which specialises in ferrying 
members of non-governmental 
organisaions (NGOs) across borders. 

Most NGOs left Afghanistan in My 
last year after a dispute with the rulii^ 
Taliban involving the relocation their 
operations to an abandoned polytech- 
nic. The rest followed a month later in 
a UN evacuation of the country, trig- 
gered by the death of a UN staffer, seen 
as a reprisal for the US missile strikes 
in Afghanistan on August 20. 

The UN returned in March, and 32 



NGOs have also agreed to come back 
but their nujnbers are small compared 
to a year ago. ' 

*They are coming in,' Brooks said. 
*But in Afghanistan we've also got 
*donor fatigue.' 

*The war has been going on for 20 
years and it's getting more and more 
difficult for NGOs to raise money for 
Afghanistan which is tragic because 
this country needs relief and develop- 
ment support,^ now more than ever.' 

Afgham *donor fatigue' is a euphe- 
mism for foreign governments and 
charities which have grown increas- 
ingly tired by unending civil war and 
the harsh practices imposed on Af- 
ghans by the Taliban. 

*Fcw people care about Afghanistan,' 
said another Western NGO official, 
who declined to be named. *The situa- 
tion rarely improves and this country is 
fast slipping off the map.' 

He said aid funding was being linked 
to human rights — and in Afghanistan 
where alleged terrorists are sheltered 
and women have been ostracised from 
work and education — finding money 
is getting harder. 



World interested 
in rebuilding 
Afghan institutions 



From Shamim Shahid 



PESHAWAR - Amidst peace initi- 
atives for a negotiated solution to the 
long-awaited Afghan conflict, a large 
number of world countries, particular- 
ly the developed ones have evinced 
keen interest in the reconstruction of 
war-affected institutions of Afghani- 
stan. 

In diis connection, Germany has de- 
cided to send a parliamentary delega- 
tion to Kabul in September. To make 
arrangement for a German teams' visit 
to Kabul, a two-member delegation 
Saturday left Peshawar for Kabul. The 
delegates will comprise Mr Brechard, 
political advisor of the German Par- 
liament, and Fu-st Secretary in the Ger- 
man Embassy at Islamabad Mr Kon- 
icka. 

Sources from Islamabad informed 
this correspondent that both Brechard 
and Konicka, during their stay at Ka- 
bul, would meet high-ranking offic- 
ers of the Islamic Emirates and would 
apprise them of their priorities regard- 
ing rebuilding and reconstruction 
process of Afghanistan. The sources 
further said that they would hold meet- 
ings with UN officials and UN-relat- 



ed agencies as well as other NGOj 
officers. • 

Similarly, another 24-member del- 
egation from United States of Ameri- 
ca is currently staying in Afghanistan. 

The sources recalled that on May 
18, 1999 an 8-member delegation 
comprising professors and intellectu- 
als from United States of America 
signed an agreement with the Vice 
Chancellor of Kabul University. Ac- 
cording to the agreement, now the 
Kabul University is affiliated with the 
leading educational institutions of 
United States.The American profes- 
sors and intellectuals assured the VC 
of providing books for Various facul- 
ties and departments to the Kabul 
University. 

Recently, the French government 
sent back its Ambassador to Kabul 
following a visit of a high level French 
delegation. The sources said that 
French government also intended to 
help the war-affected people of Af- 
ghanistan. 

After the normalcy is returning to 
Afghanistan, the UNO international 
staffers returned to Mazar-i-Sharif on 
May 17 last, who would find out ways 
and means to resume relief activities in 
the northern provinces of Afghanistan. 
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Taliban claim 
foiling opp assault 



KABUL (AFP) 
Afghanistan's Taliban militia 
have repulsed an overnight at- 
tack by supporters of opposition 
commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood on frontlines north of 
Kabul, militia commanders said 
Sunday. 

There were also rocket attacks 
on Kabul's military and civilian 
airport Sunday afternoon. 
Residents said three people a 
farmer and two drivers— were 
wounded. 

They said they believed the 
rockets were fired by Masood's 
troops in the Shamali plain, 25 
kilometers north of the capital. 

"They launched an attack last 
night, which was repulsed." 
Mulla Abdul Nafe, a Taliban 
commander on the so-called Old 
Road front, told reporters. , 

He said the frontlines re- 
mained unchanged even though 
the fighting, in which heavy ar- 
tillery was used, continued 
throughout the night. 

An opposition spokesman lat- 
er refuted the Taliban claim, say-* 
ing the northern frontlines were 
quiet last night. 

"This is baseless. There was 
no fighting north of Kabul last 
night," the spokesman Abdullah 



said. 

He said fighting however con- 
tinued in northern Samangan and 
central Bamiyan provinces be- 
tween Taliban and opposition 
forces. 

The Taliban made "unsuccess- 
ful attempts to re-capture parts 
of Dare Soof and Saighan dis- 
tricts" recently taken by opposi- 
tion forces, Abdullah told AFP 
by satellite telephone. 

He also claimed supporters of 
the anti-Taliban alliance cap- 
tured a military helicopter of the 
religious militia in Samangan 
province. 

The helicopter from the north- 
ern city of Mazar-i-Sharif mis- 
takenly landed in Dare Soof area 
captured by the opposition fight- 
ers three days ago, he added. 

He said opposition troops cap- 
tured the three-member crew and 
seven local commanders besides 
some ammunition on board. The 
helicopter has now been shifted 
to a safer place, he said. 

Independent confirmation of 
rival claims was not immediately 
available. 

The northern frontlines have 
been quiet for the past few, 
months despite fighting in other 
parts of the country. 



Taliban claim foiling 
opposition assault 



KABUL, May 2: The Taliban mili- 
tia repulsed an overnight attack by 
supporters of opposition conmian- 
der Ahmad Shah Masood on front- 
lines north of Kabul, militia com- 
manders said on Sunday. 

There were also rocket attacks 
on Kabul's military and civilian air- 
port on Sunday afternoon. 
Residents said three people -r- a 
farmer and two drivers — • were 
woimded. 

They said they believed the rock- 
ets were fired by Masood's troops 
in the Shamali plain, 25kms north 
of the capital. 

"They launched^ an attack last 
night (Saturday), which was repul- 



sed," MuUa Abdul Nafe, a Taliban 
commander on the so-called Old 
Road front, told reporters. 

He said the frontlines remained 
unchanged even though the fight- 
ing, in which heavy artillery was 
used, continued throughout the 
night. 

The northern frontlines have 
been quiet for the past few months 
despite fighting in other parts of 
the country. 

Late last month the Shia-domi- 
nated Hezb-i-Wahdat, a part of 
Masood's northern alliance, recap- 
tured the central province of 
Bamiyan from the Taliban after 
eight months.— AFP 



Afghan 
opposition 
claims control 
over Kunduz - 

KABUL, May 4: Fighters of the 
anti-Taliban northern alliance are 
consolidating the territorial gains 
they made on Monday in the north- 
ern province of Kunduz, a 
•spokennan said on Tuesday. 

Abdullah said troops of ex- 
defence minister Ahmad Shah 
Masood ••are in full control** of the 
areas they captured in the Taliban- 
held province bordering 
Tajikistan. 

Spe^dng by satellite telephone 
from the northern Panjsher valley, 
Abdullah denied Taliban reports 
that Masood's attack in the 
province was unsuccessful. 

**The objectives set for Monday's 
operations have been achieved,** 
Abdullah said, adding that three 
Taliban counter-attacks failed and 
the area was now quiet 

The opposition says Masood's 
fighters in a dawn attack on 
Monday broke the Taliban front- 
lines on the Kunduz-Takhar main 
road and advanced seven kilome- 
tres westwards towards Khanabad 
after capturing the Bangi bridge. 

They also took areas on both 
sides of the main road and the dis- 
trict of Aq Tepa to the north of 
Kunduz dty, according to the oppo- 
sition alliance. 

The Radio Shariat said on 
j Tuesday the Taliban had defeated 
Masood*s troops and denied them 
any advance in Kunduz. — ^AFP 
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Dozens killed in 
Taliban-rivals artillery duel 

Opposition consolidates giains in nortli of Kabul 



KABUL: Dozens of people were dead 
and wounded following a night-long 
artillery duel between T^iban sol- 
diers and opposition troops north of 
the beleaguered capital of Kabul, 
doctors and frontline commanders 
saidFYiday. 

Tallin commanders at the front 
line some 20 kilometers north of 
Kabul, accused their opponents of 
intentionally shelling Shakardara, 
the nearest viUage to the frontline. 
'Ahnost 2,000 people crossed during 
the night to get to Kabul from the 
area," Mohammed Wall, a Taliban 
commander at the front line said 
early Friday. 

At a hospital in Kabul, aided by 
the international red cross, doctors 
said they received several people 
suffering shrs^nd wounds. They did 
not have an exact figure. But 20- 
year-old Sartol, who carried his 
wounded sister from Shakaidara to 
the hospital, said he saw four bodies 
of villagers killed in the sheQing. 

Wadi said there were 35 bodies of 
opposition soldiers in the fields near 
the front line village that the opposi- 



tion had been unable to retrieve. 
Earlier this week Waii said a senior 
Taliban commander' Mullah Agha 
urged opposition soldiers to hand 
over their wesp)ns 9nd surrender. 

According to Wa)i, Agha, u^ a 
loudspeaker, said:; '^hy are you 
killmg your brothers? We are hoping 
that you will put doWn your weapons 
find Join with us.",' In the past one 
^eek, Kabul has ibeert hit several 
times 1:^ opposition shells/Most of 
the rockets and ^ellsf have landed 
on the northern .'edge of the city, 
some near the combi^ied military 
and dviUan airpcfrt But on Wednes- 
day one shell hit a Taliban military 
base and ammunition depot killing a 
child and wounding at least ei^t 
other people all in Kabul's northern 
Khairi^iana neighborhood. 

The Taliban army and their north- 
em-based opponents are waging 
fierce battles on several fironts. The 
Taliban rule about 90 percent of 
Afghanistan and the opposition the 
remtdning 10 percent. Efforts by the 
Uiuted Nations to bring about a 
peaceful end to the coriilict have 



largely failed. Several attempts at ne- 
gotiadng a cease fire have failed. 

NNI adds: The Mgmi oppodtion 
alliimce troops have consolidated 
their gains in tl^ north of Kabul by 
launching fresh offensives on the 
capital city Kabul, a top military 
commanderisaid Friday. The offen- 
sives have been launched from the 
districts oi Guldara, Gussar, Sarrak-e- 
Nau and Sarrak-^-Kohna, General 
Sayed Husain Anwari, Chief Military 
Cornmander Harrakat-e-Islami 
Af^ianistan told NNI from l^Odiai; 

General Anwari said the alliance 
armies have succeeded in pushing 
back the Taliban in numerous dis- 
tricts. The Tediban's most severe set 
back occurred in Shakardara, where 
a prominent Taliban commander, 
Anwar Khan and his troops were 
dealt a heavy blow and forced to re- 
treat from the district 

Large quantities of heavy ar- 
tillery, tanks and ammunitions were 
seized in Shakardara. Previously, the 
T^ban regime maintained three am- 
munition depots in the district, he 
said. 
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Taliban claim 
retaking 
Bamiyan 

KABUL, May 9: The Taliban mili- 
tia on Sunday recaptured the cen- 
tral Afghan city of Bamiyan from 
the opposition Northern Alliance, 
Taliban information minister Mulla 
Amir Khan Muttaqi said. 

*'Bami3ran was recaptured today 
I after the operation began from two 
; sides, to the north and soudi of the 
I dty,** he said.* 

Tlie militia had lost the dty to 
the Hezb-i-Wahdat faction of the 
anti-Taliban Northern Alliance 
amid a reported uprising on April 
21. 

Bamiyan was earlier seized by 
the Taliban in September last year. 

Muttaqi said the militia entered 
Bamiyan from the north **as a 
result of a coordinated attack by 
the Taliban soldiers and local peo- 
ple of Saighan and Kahmard." 

He said Taliban also captured 
Haji Gak pass in the southern 
flank. 

The attack was mounted early 
Sunday, he said, adding the ''resis- 
tance was very minimal." 

"The enemy soldiers are only in 
Yawkawlang,** a town located 50 
kilometres west of Bamiyan, 
Muttaqi said. 

The fall of Bamiyan city has 
paved the way for better imple- 
mentation of the UN-sponsored 
polio vacciujation in the central 
province, the Taliban minister 
remarked.— AFP 
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launch 2-pronged 





KABUL (AEP) - Fighting in central 
Afghanistan continued Saturday after 
the Taliban launched a counter-offen- 
sive at Banuyan, the opposition north- 
em alliance said. 

Alliance spokesman Abdullah said 
the militia launched a two-fH^onged at- 
tacklatcThursday evening on Bamiyan, 
a central Afghan city which the alii-" 
ance captured on April 21 . 

*They attacked from Saizhan to the 



north and Behsud from the south and 
tiiey Imd made some ground towards 
the AqRobatPass,* Abdullah told AFP. 

A Tsdiban spokesman was not avail- 
able for comment. 

Independent sources were unable to 
confirm the fighting in Bamiyan but 
said Taliban aerial bombardments on 
Tsdoqan in the northeast of the country 
were continuing. 

*Those bombings are proving quite 



Opposition agrees to 
truce for polio vaccination 



KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's op- 
podtlon northern alliance Saturday 
said it in principle to a pro- 

posed ceasefire which would aUow 
the United Nations to undertake a 
polio vaccination project 

He said an agreement was struck 
with the UN to aUow innoculations to 
begin on all Afghan children under 
the age of five and to take place in 



two phases on May 9-11 and June 1- 
3. 'If they ask us, in prindple we 
agree because this is a humane is- 
sue,' Abdullah said. 

•We will do our best, people's 
health is their nutural rig^t'. 

The northern aliance is battling 
the hardline Islamic Taliban militia, 
which controls more than 80 percent 
of the country. 



relentless,* one western source said. 

Hve day s ago the opposition claimed 
at least 10 people were killed and 70 
<nhers wounded when Taliban jets 
dropped at least three bombs on a 
crowded shopping centre in Taloqan. 

Local analysts say the Taliban is 
maintaining a fleet of about 15 Soviet- 
made MiG fighter jets. 

The Afghan opposition, which con- 
trols just 25 percent of the country, 
recently launched a new series of at- 
tacks against the areas held by the mi- 
litia. 

Abdullah said alliance troops had 
f orc^ a Taliban retreat back to Saizhan 
resulting in the deaths of 22 Taliban. 
More ttein 20 were taken prisoner. 

*Their attack from Behsud was un- 
successful from the beginning. Fight- 
ing is on in Behsud. In Khanabad, we 
have fighting. We captured Dawre 
Khanabad and a pow^ plant at Band- 
i-Barq^* he said. 

Khanabad is a disMct in northern 
Kunduz province whicii links Kimduz 
to Takhar, where the alliance holds an 
extensive support network.. 
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